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VATICAN NEWS

Pope Francis reflects on sin, Christs mercy at Stations of the Cross

by Hannah Brockhaus (CNA/EWTN News) April 14, 2017

[image: news article image]Pope Francis leads prayers for the Way of the Cross at Romes Colosseum on April 14, 2017. (Lucia Ballester/CNA)


Vatican City  Pope Francis presided over the Stations of the Cross at Romes Colosseum on Good Friday, asking Christs forgiveness for the ways we may have fallen short, and imploring the grace to do better in the future.

O Christ our only Savior, we come back to you again this year with eyes downcast with shame and with a heart full of hope, the Pope prayed April 14.

We ask you to break the chains that hold us prisoners in our selfishness, in our voluntary blindness and in the futility of our worldly calculations.

Offering his prayer at the conclusion of the annual Good Friday tradition, Francis recalled the different reasons we may have for bringing our shame before Christ on the cross, such as the bloodshed of women, children, and immigrants, or the persecution of people based on race, ethnicity, or religion.

He also called out the shame that comes with running away from our responsibilities, being silent in the face of injustice, perpetuating laziness and greed, and being self-interested and selfish.

The Pope in a particular way called out clergy and religious, saying: shame for all the times that we bishops, priests, consecrated men and women have scandalized and hurt your body, the Church.

We have forgotten our first love, he continued, our first enthusiasm and our total availability, leaving our hearts and our consecration to rust.

But even in this shame, we also have hope, he said, praying that the Lord would not treat us according to our merits but solely according to the multitude of his mercy.

We have hope that your cross turns our hardened hearts into hearts of flesh able to dream, to forgive and to love, he prayed.

The Church has hope that she can be the voice that cries in the desert of humanity to prepare the way for Christs second coming, Francis continued, knowing that Gods truth is not based on our own understanding.

The Pope also said that we have hope that those faithful to Christs cross will continue to remain faithful like yeast that gives flavor and that good will win in spite of Christs apparent defeat!

O Christ, we ask you to teach us to never be ashamed of your Cross, not to exploit it, but to honor and worship it, because with it you have shown us the monstrosity of our sins, the greatness of your love, injustice of our judgements and the power of your love, he concluded.

At each of the 14 stations, the cross was carried by different people  both religious and lay  from countries around the world, including Poland, Italy, India, Africa, Egypt, Portugal, Colombia, France, China, and Israel.

At several stations, the cross was held by a family with young children.

For the third station, the cross was carried by members of the Italian organization UNITALSI, which organizes pilgrimages for people with illnesses and disabilities to visit Marian shrines, such as Lourdes.

This years meditations on the Stations of the Cross were written by French biblical scholar Anne-Marie Pelletier.

Using more than just the accounts of Christs Passion in the Gospels, Pelletiers reflection weaved in Scripture and biblical references from both the Old and New Testaments as she reflected on how the entire life of Christ has been leading him, and us, to his ultimate sacrifice.

Pelletiers meditations also reflected significantly on the perspective of the women along Christs path, especially his mother, Mary.

Share this article

Original article with sharing options:Link
 

VATICAN NEWS

Via Crucis to the Colosseum, presided at by the Holy Father Francis

The Holy See Press Office April 14, 2017

Vatican City  This evening, at 21:15., the Holy Father Francis presided at the Colosseum at the pious exercise of the Via Crucis, the Way of the Cross, broadcast worldwide.

The texts of the meditations and the prayers proposed this year for the stations of the Via Crucis were prepared by the French biblical scholar Anne-Marie Pelletier.

The following is the prayer composed by the Holy Father, which he recited at the end of the Via Crucis:

Prayer of the Holy Father

In Christs cross we see the faces of thousands suffering today. This cross is the symbol of divine love and of human injustice, icon of the supreme sacrifice for love and of boundless selfishness even unto madness, instrument of death and the way of resurrection, sign of obedience and emblem of betrayal, the gallows of persecution and the banner of victory. Pope Francis gave a brief reflection at the end of the Via Crucis at the Colosseum in the late evening of 25 March, Good Friday. The following is the English text of the Popes prayer which was given in Italian:

O Cross of Christ, symbol of divine love and of human injustice, icon of the supreme sacrifice for love and of boundless selfishness even unto madness, instrument of death and the way of resurrection, sign of obedience and emblem of betrayal, the gallows of persecution and the banner of victory.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you raised up in our sisters and brothers killed, burned alive, throats slit and decapitated by barbarous blades amid cowardly silence.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the faces of children, of women and people, worn out and fearful, who flee from war and violence and who often only find death and many Pilates who wash their hands.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those filled with knowledge and not with the spirit, scholars of death and not of life, who instead of teaching mercy and life, threaten with punishment and death, and who condemn the just.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in unfaithful ministers who, instead of stripping themselves of their own vain ambitions, divest even the innocent of their dignity.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the hardened hearts of those who easily judge others, with hearts ready to condemn even to the point of stoning, without ever recognizing their own sins and faults.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in expressions of fundamentalism and in terrorist acts committed by followers of some religions which profane the name of God and which use the holy name to justify their unprecedented violence.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those who wish to remove you from public places and exclude you from public life, in the name of a pagan laicism or that equality you yourself taught us.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the powerful and in arms dealers who feed the cauldron of war with the innocent blood of our brothers and sisters, and feed their children with bread drenched in blood.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in traitors who, for thirty pieces of silver, would consign anyone to death.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in thieves and corrupt officials who, instead of safeguarding the common good and morals, sell themselves in the despicable market-place of immorality.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the foolish who build warehouses to store up treasures that perish, leaving Lazarus to die of hunger at their doorsteps.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the destroyers of our common home, who by their selfishness ruin the future of coming generations.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the elderly who have been abandoned by their families, in the disabled and in children starving and cast-off by our egotistical and hypocritical society.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the Mediterranean and Aegean Seas which have become insatiable cemeteries, reflections of our indifferent and anesthetized conscience.

O Cross of Christ, image of love without end and way of the Resurrection, today too we see you in noble and upright persons who do good without seeking praise or admiration from others.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in ministers who are faithful and humble, who illuminate the darkness of our lives like candles that burn freely in order to brighten the lives of the least among us.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the faces of consecrated women and men  good Samaritans  who have left everything to bind up, in evangelical silence, the wounds of poverty and injustice.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the merciful who have found in mercy the greatest expression of justice and faith.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in simple men and women who live their faith joyfully day in and day out, in filial observance of your commandments.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the contrite, who in the depths of the misery of their sins, are able to cry out: Lord, remember me in your kingdom!

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the blessed and the saints who know how to cross the dark night of faith without ever losing trust in you and without claiming to understand your mysterious silence.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in families that live their vocation of married life in fidelity and fruitfulness.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in volunteers who generously assist those in need and the downtrodden.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those persecuted for their faith who, amid their suffering, continue to offer an authentic witness to Jesus and the Gospel.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those who dream, those with the heart of a child, who work to make the world a better place, ever more human and just.

In you, Holy Cross, we see God who loves even to the end, and we see the hatred of those who want to dominate, that hatred which blinds the minds and hearts of those who prefer darkness to light.

O Cross of Christ, Arc of Noah that saved humanity from the flood of sin, save us from evil and from the Evil One. O Throne of David and seal of the divine and eternal Covenant, awaken us from the seduction of vanity! O cry of love, inspire in us a desire for God, for goodness and for light.

O Cross of Christ, teach us that the rising of the sun is more powerful than the darkness of night. O Cross of Christ, teach us that the apparent victory of evil vanishes before the empty tomb and before the certainty of the Resurrection and the love of God which nothing can defeat, obscure or weaken. Amen!
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Easter Vigil on the Holy Night of Easter

The Holy See Press Office April 15, 2017

Vatican City  At 20:30 today the Holy Father Francis presided in the Vatican Basilica at the solemn Vigil of the Holy Night of Easter.

The rite began in the atrium of St. Peters Basilica with the blessing of the flame and the preparation of the Paschal candle. The procession to the Altar, with the lighted Paschal candle and the singing of the Exultet, was followed by the Liturgy of the Word and the Baptismal Liturgy, during which the Pope administered the Sacrament of Christian initiation to 11 neophytes from Spain, the Czech Republic, Italy, the United States of America, Albania, Malta, Malaysia and China.

The following is the full text of the homily that Pope Francis pronounced during the Easter Vigil, after the proclamation of the Holy Gospel:

Homily of the Holy Father

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb (Mt 28:1). We can picture them as they went on their way  They walked like people going to a cemetery, with uncertain and weary steps, like those who find it hard to believe that this is how it all ended. We can picture their faces, pale and tearful. And their question: can Love have truly died?

Unlike the disciples, the women are present  just as they had been present as the Master breathed his last on the cross, and then, with Joseph of Arimathea, as he was laid in the tomb. Two women who did not run away, who remained steadfast, who faced life as it is and who knew the bitter taste of injustice. We see them there, before the tomb, filled with grief but equally incapable of accepting that things must always end this way.

If we try to imagine this scene, we can see in the faces of those women any number of other faces: the faces of mothers and grandmothers, of children and young people who bear the grievous burden of injustice and brutality. In their faces we can see reflected all those who, walking the streets of our cities, feel the pain of dire poverty, the sorrow born of exploitation and human trafficking. We can also see the faces of those who are greeted with contempt because they are immigrants, deprived of country, house and family. We see faces whose eyes bespeak loneliness and abandonment, because their hands are creased with wrinkles. Their faces mirror the faces of women, mothers, who weep as they see the lives of their children crushed by massive corruption that strips them of their rights and shatters their dreams. By daily acts of selfishness that crucify and then bury peoples hopes. By paralyzing and barren bureaucracies that stand in the way of change. In their grief, those two women reflect the faces of all those who, walking the streets of our cities, behold human dignity crucified.

The faces of those women mirror many other faces too, including perhaps yours and mine. Like them, we can feel driven to keep walking and not resign ourselves to the fact that things have to end this way. True, we carry within us a promise and the certainty of Gods faithfulness. But our faces also bear the mark of wounds, of so many acts of infidelity, our own and those of others, of efforts made and battles lost. In our hearts, we know that things can be different but, almost without noticing it, we can grow accustomed to living with the tomb, living with frustration. Worse, we can even convince ourselves that this is the law of life, and blunt our consciences with forms of escape that only serve to dampen the hope that God has entrusted to us. So often we walk as those women did, poised between the desire of God and bleak resignation. Not only does the Master die, but our hope dies with him.

And suddenly there was a great earthquake (Mt 28:2). Unexpectedly, those women felt a powerful tremor, as something or someone made the earth shake beneath their feet. Once again, someone came to tell them: Do not be afraid, but now adding: He has been raised as he said! This is the message that, generation after generation, this Holy Night passes on to us: Do not be afraid, brothers and sisters; he is risen as he said! Life, which death destroyed on the cross, now reawakens and pulsates anew (cf. ROMANO GUARDINI, The Lord, Chicago, 1954, p. 473). The heartbeat of the Risen Lord is granted us as a gift, a present, a new horizon. The beating heart of the Risen Lord is given to us, and we are asked to give it in turn as a transforming force, as the leaven of a new humanity. In the resurrection, Christ rolled back the stone of the tomb, but he wants also to break down all the walls that keep us locked in our sterile pessimism, in our carefully constructed ivory towers that isolate us from life, in our compulsive need for security and in boundless ambition that can make us compromise the dignity of others.

When the High Priest and the religious leaders, in collusion with the Romans, believed that they could calculate everything, that the final word had been spoken and that it was up to them to apply it, God suddenly breaks in, upsets all the rules and offers new possibilities. God once more comes to meet us, to create and consolidate a new age, the age of mercy. This is the promise present from the beginning. This is Gods surprise for his faithful people. Rejoice! Hidden within your life is a seed of resurrection, an offer of life ready to be awakened.

That is what this night calls us to proclaim: the heartbeat of the Risen Lord. Christ is alive! That is what quickened the pace of Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. That is what made them return in haste to tell the news (Mt 28:8). That is what made them lay aside their mournful gait and sad looks. They returned to the city to meet up with the others.

Now that, like the two women, we have visited the tomb, I ask you to go back with them to the city. Let us all retrace our steps and change the look on our faces. Let us go back with them to tell the news  In all those places where the grave seems to have the final word, where death seems the only way out. Let us go back to proclaim, to share, to reveal that it is true: the Lord is alive! He is living and he wants to rise again in all those faces that have buried hope, buried dreams, buried dignity. If we cannot let the Spirit lead us on this road, then we are not Christians.

Let us go, then. Let us allow ourselves to be surprised by this new dawn and by the newness that Christ alone can give. May we allow his tenderness and his love to guide our steps. May we allow the beating of his heart to quicken our faintness of heart.
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Holy Mass on Easter Sunday of the Lords Resurrection

The Holy See Press Office April 16, 2017

Vatican City  At 10 oclock today, Easter Sunday of the Lords Resurrection, the Holy Father Francis presided over the solemn celebration of the days Mass in front of the Vatican Basilica.

The celebration, which began with the rite of the Resurrexit, was attended by Roman faithful and pilgrims who had come from all over the world to celebrate Easter.

The following is the full text of the off-the-cuff homily Pope Francis pronounced during Holy Mass, after the proclamation of the Holy Gospel.

Homily of the Holy Father

Today, the Church repeats, sings, cries: Jesus is risen! But how can this be? Peter, John, and the women went to the sepulchre and it was empty; He was not there. They went with their hearts closed in sadness, the sadness of defeat: the Teacher, their Teacher, He whom they so loved, was executed, is dead. And no one returns from death. This is defeat; this is the path of defeat, the path to the tomb. But the Angel says to them: He is not here, He is risen. It is the first announcement: He is risen. And then confusion, the closed heart, the apparitions. However, the disciples remained shut in the Cenacle the whole day, because they were afraid that what happened to Jesus would happen to them. And the Church never ceases to say to our defeats, to our closed and fearful hearts: Stop, the Lord is risen. But if the Lord is risen, how is it that these things happen? How is it that there are tragedies, sicknesses, human trafficking, slavery, wars, destructions, mutilations, vendettas, hatred? But where is the Lord?

Yesterday, I telephoned a young man with a grave illness, an educated youth, an engineer and to give him a sign of faith, I said to him: There are no explanations for what is happening to you. Look at Jesus on the cross, God did this with His Son, and there is no other explanation. And he answered me: Yes, but He asked the Son and the Son said yes. I wasnt asked if I wanted this. This touches us: no one of us has been asked: But are you happy with what happens in the world? Are you ready to carry this cross ahead? And the cross goes ahead, and faith in Jesus comes down to us. Today, the Church continues to say: Stop, Jesus is risen.

And this is not a fantasy; the Resurrection of Christ is not a feast with many flowers. This is beautiful, but it is not this, it is more; it is the mystery of the discarded stone that ends up being the foundation of our existence. It means Christ is risen. In this disposable culture where what is not useful goes the way of the disposable, where what is not useful is discarded, that stone  Jesus  is discarded and yet it is the source of life. And we too, pebbles on the ground, in this land of sorrow, of tragedies, with faith in the Risen Christ we find meaning, in the midst of so many calamities. The meaning of looking beyond, the meaning of saying: Look, there isnt wall; there is a horizon, there is life, there is joy, there is the cross with this ambivalence. Look ahead; do not close yourself up. You, pebble, you have a meaning in life because you are a pebble next to that stone, that rock that the evil of sin has discarded. What does the Church say to us today, faced with so many tragedies? This, simply. The discarded rock is not truly discarded. The pebbles that believe and attach themselves to that rock are not discarded, they have meaning, and with this sentiment the Church repeats from the depth of her heart: Christ is risen. Let us think a little, each one of us, of everyday problems, of the sicknesses we have experienced or that one of our relatives has; let us think of the wars, of the human tragedies and, simply, with a humble voice, without flowers, alone, before God, before ourselves let us say: I dont know how this is so, but I am sure that Christ is risen and I count on this. Brothers and sisters, this is what I wanted to say to you. Return home today, repeating in your heart: Christ is risen.
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Holy Fathers Easter Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing

The Holy See Press Office April 16, 2017

Vatican City  At midday today, from the central balcony of the Vatican Basilica, the Holy Father Francis addressed to those present in St. Peters Square and those listening via radio and television, an Easter Message and Blessing, the full text of which is given below:

Message of the Holy Father

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Happy Easter!

Today, throughout the world, the Church echoes once more the astonishing message of the first disciples: Jesus is risen!  He is truly risen, as he said!

The ancient feast of Passover, the commemoration of the liberation of the Hebrew people from slavery, here finds fulfilment. By his resurrection, Jesus Christ has set us free from the slavery of sin and death, and has opened before us the way to eternal life.

All of us, when we let ourselves be mastered by sin, lose the right way and end up straying like lost sheep. But God himself, our shepherd, has come in search of us. To save us, he lowered himself even to accepting death on the cross. Today we can proclaim: The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his sheep, and willingly died for his flock, alleluia (Roman Missal, IV Sunday of Easter, Communion antiphon).

In every age, the Risen Shepherd tirelessly seeks us, his brothers and sisters, wandering in the deserts of this world. With the marks of the passion  the wounds of his merciful love  he draws us to follow him on his way, the way of life. Today too, he places upon his shoulders so many of our brothers and sisters crushed by evil in all its varied forms.

The Risen Shepherd goes in search of all those lost in the labyrinths of loneliness and marginalization. He comes to meet them through our brothers and sisters who treat them with respect and kindness, and help them to hear his voice, an unforgettable voice, a voice calling them back to friendship with God.

He takes upon himself all those victimized by old and new forms of slavery, inhuman labor, illegal trafficking, exploitation and discrimination, and grave forms of addiction. He takes upon himself children and adolescents deprived of their carefree innocence and exploited, and those deeply hurt by acts of violence that take place within the walls of their own home.

The Risen Shepherd walks beside all those forced to leave their homelands as a result of armed conflicts, terrorist attacks, famine and oppressive regimes. Everywhere he helps these forced migrants to encounter brothers and sisters, with whom they can share bread and hope on their journey.

In the complex and often dramatic situations of todays world, may the Risen Lord guide the steps of all those who work for justice and peace. May he grant the leaders of nations the courage they need to prevent the spread of conflicts and to put a halt to the arms trade.

Especially in these days, may he sustain the efforts of all those actively engaged in bringing comfort and relief to the civil population in beloved Syria, so greatly suffering from a war that continues to sow horror and death. Yesterday saw the latest vile attack on fleeing refugees, resulting in the death and injury of many. May he grant peace to the entire Middle East, beginning with the Holy Land, as well as in Iraq and Yemen.

May the Good Shepherd remain close to the people of South Sudan, Sudan, Somalia and the Democratic Republic of Congo, who endure continuing hostilities, aggravated by the grave famine affecting certain parts of Africa.

May the Risen Jesus sustain the efforts of all those who, especially in Latin America, are committed to ensuring the common good of societies marked at times by political and social tensions that in some cases have resulted in violence. May it be possible for bridges of dialogue to be built, by continuing to fight the scourge of corruption and to seek viable and peaceful solutions to disputes, for progress and the strengthening of democratic institutions in complete respect for the rule of law.

May the Good Shepherd come to the aid of Ukraine, still beset by conflict and bloodshed, to regain social harmony. May he accompany every effort to alleviate the tragic sufferings of those affected by the conflict.

The Risen Lord continues to shed his blessing upon the continent of Europe. May he grant hope to those experiencing moments of crisis and difficulty, especially due to high unemployment, particularly among young people.

Dear brothers and sisters, this year Christians of every confession celebrate Easter together. With one voice, in every part of the world, we proclaim the great message: The Lord is truly risen, as he said! May Jesus, who vanquished the darkness of sin and death, grant peace to our days.

Happy Easter!

Easter Greeting

Dear brothers and sisters,

I convey my best wishes for a happy Easter to all of you, who have come here from Italy and from different countries, as well as those of you who are linked to us via the various communications media. May the Paschal proclamation of the Risen Christ revive the hopes of your families and your communities, in particular those of the new generations, the future of the Church and of humanity.

Special thanks go to those who have donated and those who have composed the floral decorations, which again this year come from the Netherlands.

May you feel every day the presence of the Risen Christ, and share with others the joy and the hope that He gives us. Please, do not forget to pray for me. Happy Easter, and see you soon!
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As Benedict turns 90, a rare glimpse into his joy-filled life

by Elise Harris and Martin Rothweiler (CNA/EWTN News) April 16, 2017
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Vatican City  In a lengthy interview with EWTNs German television branch, Benedict XVIs closest aide describes how the retired pontiff is doing as he turns the milestone age of 90, giving a rare look into what life is like for the Pope Emeritus.

Archbishop Georg Gnswein has been Benedicts personal secretary since 2003, while the latter was still Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. He has remained close at Benedicts side throughout his papacy, resignation and his life of retirement.

In anticipation of Benedict XVIs 90th birthday, which this year falls on Easter Sunday, April 16, Gnswein gave a lengthy interview to EWTN.TV in German, sharing insights into how the Pope Emeritus plans to celebrate his birthday and highlights and personal memories of his pontificate.

Among other things, the archbishop recalls how Benedict handled his election, the frequently negative media-firestorm that enveloped much of his pontificate, his hope for what people take from his papacy as well as how he spends his days in retirement.

Please read below the full interview with Archbishop Gnswein, conducted by the head of EWTN.TV Martin Rothweiler, and translated from the original German by EWTNs Silvia Kritzenberger:

EWTN.TV: The question everyones interested in is, of course: How is Pope Benedict? The Psalm says: Our lives last seventy years or, if we are strong, eighty years. That happens to be psalm 90. And now on the 16th of April, Pope Benedict will celebrate his 90th birthday! How is he?

Gnswein: Yes, indeed, on Easter Sunday he will turn 90! Considering his age, he is remarkably well. He is also in good spirits, very clear in his head and still has a good sense of humor. What bothers him are his legs, so he uses a walker for help, and he gets along very well. And this walker guarantees him freedom of movement and autonomy. So, for a 90-year old, he is doing pretty well  even though, from time to time, he complains of this or that minor ailment.

EWTN.TV: How will he celebrate his birthday?

Gnswein: On Easter Sunday, priority will of course be given to liturgy. On Easter Monday, in the afternoon, we will hold a small celebration. He wanted something not too exhausting, appropriate to his strengths. He didnt want to have a big celebration. That was never an option for him. A small delegation from Bavaria will come, the Mountain troops will come  The Bavarian Prime Minister will come to the monastery, and there we will hold a small birthday party in true Bavarian style!

EWTN.TV: Have you any idea if Pope Francis will come to see him?

Gnswein: That is quite likely. He will surely do so.

EWTN.TV: No one knows Pope Benedict better than you  apart from his brother Georg Ratzinger. How did you get to know Pope Benedict?

Gnswein: Actually, through literature. Back in the day, when I was just about to finish gymnasium, my parish priest gave me Ratzingers Introduction to Christianity, urging me: You absolutely have to read this! Thats the future! I said: Okay, but have you read it? No, he replied, but you have to read it! And I did. Later, when I started to study theology in Freiburg, and then in Rome, and then again back in Freiburg, I had practically read everything the then-professor and cardinal had written. But it was only 21, or maybe 22 years ago, that I finally met him in person here in Rome, when I was asked to become a collaborator of the Roman Curia  More concretely, I met him in the Teutonic College, that is, in the chapel, where Cardinal Ratzinger used to celebrate Mass for the German pilgrims every Thursday, joining us for breakfast. That was how the first personal contact with Cardinal Ratzinger came about, and since then we never lost that contact.

EWTN.TV: At some point, he decided to call you to his side. Why did his choice fall on you?

Gnswein: Well, you must know that I didnt come directly to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith; my first employment was at the Congregation for Divine Worship. But when, in the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, a German priest left after a certain period of time in order to go back to Germany, Ratzinger asked me to come. I think you are suitable for the post, and I would like you to come, he said to me. If you agree, I would like to speak with the respective authorities. And he did. That was how it came about that, in 1996, I entered the staff of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, a post I held until 2003. Afterwards, he made me his Personal Secretary  which I still am, to this very day.

EWTN.TV: What was your first impression of him? What did you think when he called you to work closely with him?

Gnswein: My first thought was: Have I done something wrong? Dont I have a clean record? So I examined my conscience, but my conscience was clear. And then he said: No, it is something that concerns your future. Something I think might be a good task for you. Consider it carefully! Of course, I was very pleased that he thought I was capable of working in his entourage. It is indeed a very demanding task, one that requires all your strength.

EWTN.TV: Which personality traits and characteristics did you discover in him?

Gnswein: The same I had already discovered in his writings: a sharp intellect, a clear diction. And then, in his personal relations, a great clemency, quite the contrary of what he has always been associated with and still is, of what has always been said about him, when he was described as a Panzerkardinal (army tank Cardinal), someone rough  which he is not. On the contrary, he is very confident when dealing with others, but also when he has to deal with problems, when he has to solve problems, and, above all, in the presentation of the faith, the defense of the faith. But what moved me most, was to see how this man managed to proclaim our faith with simple, but profound words, against all odds and despite all hostilities.

EWTN.TV: What were the main issues on his agenda when he was Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith?

Gnswein: When I joined the Congregation, he was dealing with the encyclical letter Fides et Ratio, and then with Dominus Jesus, documents which date back to years when I was already part of the Congregation. Later, of course, it was also about religious dialogue  a subject he revisited and deepened also after hed become Pope. And then the big issue of faith and reason. A whole chain of subjects, so to say, I could witness in person. And it was all highly interesting, and a great challenge, too.

EWTN.TV: It was Pope John Paul II who nominated Cardinal Ratzinger Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. What kind of relationship did they have? What kind of relationship did Pope Benedict, then Cardinal Ratzinger, have with the Pope who was, as we now know, a holy man?

Gnswein: Cardinal Ratzinger, that is to say, Pope Benedict, had contributed with a relatively long essay to a small, but beautiful little book that was published on the occasion of the canonization of John Paul II. An essay, in which he describes his relationship with the holy Pope John Paul II  after all, they had worked closely together for 23 years  and the great admiration he has for him. He spoke of him very often. It is of course a great gift, an immense grace, to work for so long, and so intensely, side by side with a man like John Paul II, facing also many a storm together! And the then Cardinal Ratzinger had to take many blows for John Paul II, since the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith clearly cannot be everybodys darling: He has to offer his back, so that he can take the blows that are actually meant for the Pope.

EWTN.TV: How strong was his influence on the pontificate of John Paul II?

Gnswein: I am convinced of the fact that the pontificate of John Paul II was strongly influenced and supported not only by the person of the then Prefect of the Congregation of Faith, but also by his thoughts and his actions.

EWTN.TV: Pope Benedict once said that he had learned and understood much of John Paul II when he watched him celebrate Mass; when he saw how he prayed, how very united he was with God, far beyond his philosophical and mental capacities. What do you think when you watch Pope Benedict celebrate Mass, when you might be present while he is praying?

Gnswein: In fact, that is something I see every day, but especially since the moment I became secretary to Pope Benedict. Before, I was already his secretary, but we didnt live together. It did happen that we celebrated Mass together, of course. But from the very moment of his election, it was no longer a work communion, but also a communion of life. And the daily Mass has become part of this life, then and today. It is moving to watch Pope Benedict during Mass simply abandon himself to what is happening, even now, in his old days, with all the physical handicaps that come with it; to see how intensely he enters the depths of prayer, but also afterwards, during the thanksgiving in front of the tabernacle, in front of the Most Blessed Sacrament. As far as I am concerned, it makes me enter the depths of prayer. That is highly motivating, and I am very thankful that I was given the chance to have an experience like this.

EWTN.TV: 2005 is the year that marked the end of the long and public suffering and death of John Paul II. How does Pope Benedict XVI remember this moment today? After all, with his resignation, he has chosen to let his own pontificate end in a different way.  How does he remember the suffering and the death of John Paul II?

Gnswein: I remember very clearly what he said to me when he made me his secretary. He said: We two are interim arrangements. I will soon retire, and you will accompany me until that moment comes. That was in 2003. Time passed by  and then came 2005. The interim arrangement lasts and lasts. And he was really looking forward to having some time off in order to be able to finish writing his book about Jesus. But then things turned out differently. And, well, I think that after the death of Pope John Paul II he had other plans, hoping that the new Pope would let him take his leave, entering his well-deserved retirement. But once again, things turned out differently: he became Pope himself, and the Lord took him up on his promise once again. He had plans, but there was another who had different plans for him.

EWTN.TV: Did he expect  or fear  that in any way?

Gnswein: He certainly did not expect it  but, at a certain point, he might have feared it. In this context, I always remember his first press conference (as Pope), where he described the 19th of April, the day of his election when, in the late afternoon, the ballot was so clear that it became obvious that he would be elected. Well, the image he used, the one of the guillotine, was a very strong one, and full of tension. And later, in Munich, referring to the image of the bear of St. Corbinian, he said that the bear was actually supposed to accompany the then-bishop Corbinian to Rome, and then return to where he had come from, whereas he, unlike the bear in the legend, couldnt go back, but has remained in Rome to this very day.

EWTN.TV: How was your first encounter, after he had become Pope? What did he say to you?

Gnswein: We had our first encounter in the Sistine Chapel, right under the Last Judgement. The cardinals had approached him and sworn obedience to him. And since I had been allowed to be present at the Conclave  Ratzinger, being the Deacon of the Cardinals, had the right to take a priest with him, and his choice had fallen on me  I was the last in the queue. There were others before me, I was the last. And in this very moment  I remember it so well  I can still see him, for the first time all dressed in white: white pileolus, white cassock, white hair  and all white in the face! Practically a whole small cloud of white.  He sat there, and in this moment I granted the Holy Father my unconditional availability, promising him that I would always gladly do whatever he might ask of me; that he would always be able to count on me, that I would back him, and that I would gladly do so.

EWTN.TV: What were the joys of this pontificate? Usually, the burden of the Petrine ministry is what first comes to mind. But are there also moments, events, when you could feel the joy Pope Benedict experienced in carrying out his ministry?

Gnswein: There were, without any doubt, moments in which he felt utter joy, and also manifested it. I think, for example, of various encounters, not only during his travels. Encounters with the Successor of Peter are always special encounters; even here, during the General Audiences or the Private Audiences  and, in another, very special way, when he acts as officiant, that is, during the celebration of the Holy Mass or other liturgical celebrations. There were indeed moments full of joy, fulfilled with joy. And afterwards, he never failed to remark on it. It made him really happy.

EWTN.TV: Are there any events you remember particularly well, especially in connection with Pope Benedicts visits to Germany, which we all remember vividly, for example the first World Youth Day?

Gnswein: Yes, well, the first encounter hadnt been brought about by Pope Benedict himself, but by John Paul II. And so, in 2005, as we all know, it was Benedicts turn to travel to Cologne. It was surely something great, something really moving. It was the first time in his life he met such an immense crowd of young people, who were all waiting for him! How will it go? Will the ice break, will the ice melt? Or will it take some time? And how will we get along with one another? But there was no ice at all! It simply worked, right from the start! And I think, he himself was more surprised by it than the young people he met.

EWTN.TV: What are the key messages of his Pontificate? His first encyclical letter was Deus Caritas est, God Is Love. The second one was dedicated to hope; his third encyclical, the one on faith, was passed on to his successor who completed it. Dont you think that especially Deus Caritas est, so full of tenderness and poetic language, was something many didnt expect?

Gnswein: Yes, one has to say, he published three encyclical letters. And we must not omit Caritas in veritate, which is very important. In fact, the one about the third theological virtue, faith, fides, was then published under his successor: Lumen fidei. But these four encyclicals clearly contain a fundamental message that has moved him his whole life long; a message he wanted to bequeath to men, to the Church.

Another constant of Pope Benedict is a very important word, a very important element: joy, la gioia, in Italian. He always spoke of the joy of faith, not of the burden, the hardship, the weight of faith, but of the joy that comes with it. And he said that this joy is an important fruit of faith  and also the one thing that gives men wings; that this is how faith gives human life wings: wings which, otherwise without faith, man would never have.

Another important thing for him is  obviously  liturgy, that is to say the direct encounter with God. Liturgy does not represent something theatrical  it means to be called into a relationship with the living God. And then, in theology, we have the person of Jesus Christ: not a historical something, a historical person long lost in the past. No, through the scriptures and liturgy, Jesus Christ comes into this world, here and now, and above all: he also comes into my own life. These are the pearls Pope Benedict has bestowed upon us. And we should treat these pearls very carefully, just as we do with precious jewelry.

EWTN.TV: This joy of faith is something Benedict never lost, despite often even heavy media criticism. He never really was the medias darling, at least not as far as the German media are concerned. How did he account for that?

Gnswein: Well, I have to say, to me that is still a mystery. Whoever defends the truth of faith  to say it with Saint Paul  be it convenient or not, cannot always trigger joy. That is clear. Some essential things just arent for sale, and then theres always a hail of criticism. But he has never answered to provocation, nor let himself be intimidated by criticism. Wherever the substance of the faith is at stake, he had no doubts, and always reacted explicitly, without any inner conflict whatsoever.

On other points, I have to say, there was a mixture of incomprehension, and also aggression, aggressiveness, that became like a clustered ball that consistently hit at the person of the Pope. The incomprehension of many, and especially the media, is still a mystery to me, something I have to take note of, but cannot sort out. I simply have no answer to it.

EWTN.TV: Pope Benedict was never shy about talking to journalists. In the introduction you wrote to the book ber den Wolken mit Papst Benedikt XVI. (Above the Clouds with Pope Benedict XVI), published to mark his 90th birthday  above the clouds, because it contains interviews often given during Papal flights  you state that these conversations reveal his particular cordiality, his often not understood or underestimated humanity 

Gnswein: Pope Benedict has never shunned away from personal contact with the media, with the journalists. And one great gift was that everything he says is well-worded, ready for printing. He was never shy about answering questions, even questions that were embarrassing  well, not embarrassing, but difficult. And that made it even more incomprehensible that it was exactly this corner from where the arrows came, where the fire was set  and for no clear reason at all. He, too, took notice of it. Of course, there were also things which offended, hurt him. Especially when it was clear to see that there was no reason at all, when you couldnt help asking yourself: why this snappish remark, this acrimonious presentation? Things like that would hurt anyone, thats only normal. But, on the other side, we also know that our measure is not the applause we get; our measure is inner righteousness, the example of the Gospel. That thought has always comforted him; it was the line of reasoning he has always pursued, until the end.

EWTN.TV: But was he also aware of the value of the media in the process of evangelization? After all, he has awarded the Medal Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice to Mother Angelica, founder of our television network, which means he must really appreciate her! How did he judge the role of the media in the concrete work of evangelization?

Gnswein: The media are an important means; a means that will become ever more important, especially in our time. He has never failed to recognize the value of the media, of the work done by the media and those who are behind it. Because media work is done by people, not by something. Behind every camera, every written word, every book, there is a person, there are people he appreciated, whose work he appreciated, regardless of what sometimes had been used or said against him.

EWTN.TV: One cannot think of Pope Benedict without rekindling the memory of his resignation. That is not about to change, and will continue to be a subject that stirs peoples interest. So I would like to ask you again: Did you see it coming? Was it clear to him that he would go down that road one day?

Gnswein: Well, as far as Im concerned, I didnt see it coming. If and since when he started to nurture this thought, is something I dont know. The only thing I know is that he told me about it when the decision was already made. But I definitely didnt see it coming  and that made the shock for me even greater.

EWTN.TV: In his latest memoirs  I refer to the interview-book Last conversations with Peter Seewald  Benedict XVI makes it very clear that external pressure or adversities would never have made him resign. So this cannot have been the case 

Gnswein: Thats right.

EWTN.TV:  So this is the final word that puts an end to the discussion on possible motives 

Gnswein: In another book  the penultimate project carried out with Peter Seewald in Castel Gandolfo  he had already answered the question whether or not a Pope could resign, in the affirmative. I dont know in how far he had, already then, considered resignation, stepping back from his office, an option for himself. When you start to have thoughts like that, you do it for a reason. And he has named these reasons very openly  and very honestly, too, one has to say: the waning of his forces, spiritual and physical. The Church needs a strong navigator, and he didnt have the feeling that he could be that strong navigator. Thats why he wanted to put the faculty bestowed upon him by Jesus back into His hands, so that the College of Cardinals could elect his successor. So obviously, the pontificate of Benedict XVI will also go down in history because of his resignation, that is clear, inevitable 

EWTN.TV: I found it really moving to watch him deliver his last speech to the priests of the diocese of Rome, the one on the Second Vatican Council. In that moment, I couldnt help asking myself: Why does this man resign? There was clearly a spiritual force! It was an extemporaneous speech in which he exposed one more time his whole legacy, so to say, on the Second Vatican Council, expressing his wish it might one day be fulfilled 

Gnswein: In fact, that was in the Audience Hall. There was this traditional encounter, established many years ago, where the Pope, every Thursday after Ash Wednesday, met with the clergy of Rome, the clergy of his diocese. There were questions and answers, or even other forms of encounter. And in 2013, he was asked to talk about the Second Vatican Council, which he did. He delivered an extemporaneous speech in which he described, one more time and from his point of view, the whole situation and development of the Council, giving also his evaluation. It is something that will remain; something very important for the comprehension of the Second Vatican Council and Ratzingers interpretation of it. As far as I know, up to this day there is no other theologian who has defended the documents of the Second Vatican Council on so many levels, and so intensely and cogently as he did. And that is very important also for the inner life of the Church and the people of God!

EWTN.TV: And I think it is safe to say that he contributed to the shaping of the Council 

Gnswein: In fact, being the consultor, the advisor of Cardinal Frings, he did have a part in it. Many of the theological contributions of the Cardinal of Cologne had actually been written by Professor Ratzinger. There are lots of documents where you can clearly see that. And there are also dissertations on this subject which investigate into the possible influence of the then-Professor Ratzinger.

EWTN.TV: Lets come back to the moment of his resignation, the very last hours. Whoever watched it on TV, was surely moved to see the helicopter departing for Castel Gandolfo. You, too, were visibly moved  And then, the final moment, when the doors in Castel Gandolfo closed. That was the moment when I  and I guess, many others  thought that we might never see Pope Benedict again. But then things turned out quite differently 

Gnswein: Yes, indeed, the farewell: the transfer to the heliport, the flight in the helicopter over the city of Rome to Castel Gandolfo, the arrival at the Papal Villa. And indeed, at 8 p.m. the closing of the doors. Before, Pope Benedict had delivered a short speech from the balcony, his farewell speech. And then? Well, the works in the monastery Mater Ecclesiae hadnt been finished yet, so the question was: where could he stay? And the decision was quickly taken: the best option would be Castel Gandolfo. There he will have everything he needs, since no one knows how long the works will last; so he can stay there as long as necessary.

And so two months later, he returned to Rome, and has been living in the monastery Mater Ecclesiae ever since. He himself had said that he would withdraw, going up to the mountain in order to pray. He didnt mean a withdrawal into private life, but into a life of prayer, meditation and contemplation, in order to serve the Church and his successor. His successor often told him that he shouldnt hide. He invites him often to important public liturgies, consistories like  I remember it well  the inauguration ceremony of the Holy Year on the 8th of December 2015.

He is present, even when no one sees him. But often he has been seen. He simply wants to be present, as much as possible, while remaining all the same invisible.

EWTN.TV: Many people wish to meet him, and he allows them to. Does he enjoy these encounters? I myself had the chance of a brief encounter with him. There are still many people who ask to see him.

Gnswein: Yes, there are many people who ask to meet him; and many are sad when this is not possible. But those who come, are all very happy, very glad. And the same goes for him. Every encounter is also a sign of affection, a sign, so to say, of approval. And human encounters always do us good.

EWTN.TV: Do some of these people also ask him for advice?

Gnswein: Definitely. Im convinced of that. Im never there, though; these encounters are private. Of course, he sometimes talks about it, we talk about those visits. There are indeed people who seek his advice on personal matters. And Im convinced that the advice they receive is indeed good 

EWTN.TV: Does he still receive many letters? Who writes to him?

Gnswein: People he has known in the past. And also people I dont know, and he doesnt know, but who have clearly re-discovered him through literature. They express their gratitude, their happiness, but also their worries: people from all around the world. The people who write to him are very different; they do not belong to the same category, no: its people of different ages, of different positions, from all walks of life, a complete mixture.

EWTN.TV: We have talked about seeking advice: Pope Francis, who is of a certain age himself, has always said that we should ask our grandparents for advice. Has Pope Francis ever asked Benedict for advice? What kind of relationship do they have?

Gnswein: Yes, indeed, in one of his interviews, Pope Francis is said to be happy about having a grandfather like Benedict  a wise grandfather: an adjective not to be omitted! And I am convinced that, as far as this is concerned, one thing or another will come up, or come out, from their contacts and encounters.

EWTN.TV: Your relationship with Benedict is a very close, very personal one. I dont know if it would be appropriate to talk about a relationship between father and son. Have you ever talked with him about your future?

Gnswein: No.

EWTN.TV: It is known that you would love to engage in pastoral care, that you already do engage in pastoral care.

Gnswein: It was always like that: we didnt talk about it. Only the very moment he said that he would resign, he asked me to accept the office I still hold. It was his decision, and he hadnt talked with me about it beforehand. I was very skeptical, and remarked: Holy Father, that might not be my thing. But if you think it is right for me, I will gladly and obediently accept it. And he replied: I do think so, and I ask you to accept. That was the only time we talked about me and my future career.

EWTN.TV: What are the subjects you talk about? What are the issues that concern him in our world full of crises; what worries him about the situation of the Church?

Gnswein: Well, of course, Pope Benedict takes an interest in what happens in this world, in the Church. Every day, as the conclusion to the day, we watch the news on Italian TV. And he reads the newspapers, the Vatican press review. That is a large range of information. Often we also talk about actual issues that concern our world, about the latest developments here in the Vatican, and beyond the Vatican, or simply common memories regarding things happened in the past.

EWTN.TV: Is he very worried about the Church?

Gnswein: Of course, he has noted that the faith, the substance of the faith, is about to crumble, above all in his homeland, and that inevitably worries, troubles him. But he is not the kind of man  he never was and never will be  who will have the joy taken away from him! On the contrary: he brings his worries to his prayers, hoping that his prayers will help to put things right.

EWTN.TV: He brings them to his prayers and surely also to Holy Mass. On Sundays, he delivers homilies, and is also keeping notes. What happens to these notes?

Gnswein: Well, it is true that Pope Benedict comments on the Gospel. He does so every Sunday, and most of the time only in the presence of the (consecrated laywomen of) Memores Domini and myself. Sometimes there might also be a visitor, or  should I not be there  a fellow priest who will then concelebrate. His homilies are always extemporaneous. It is true, he has a sermon notebook, and he takes notes. And I have been asking myself the same question: what happens to these notes? Of course we will keep a record of them. I would like to ask him one day if he could take a look at the notes we have, in order to approve them. I dont know, though, if that day will ever come.

EWTN.TV: Pope Benedict is undoubtedly one of the greatest theologians  as far as of our century is concerned, he surely is! He has been referred to as the Mozart of theology. In your introduction to the already mentioned book ber den Wolken mit Papst Benedikt XVI (Above the Clouds with Pope Benedict XVI) you wrote: Pope Benedict XVI is a Doctor of the Church. And he has been my teacher up to this day. What have you learned from him, maybe even in the last weeks?

Gnswein: As I already said, my theological thinking started with the reading of Ratzingers Introduction to Christianity. The theological teacher who accompanied my theological studies, and the time that followed, has always been the theologian Ratzinger, and still is. Being given the chance to meet him in person, to learn from his personal example, is of course an additional gift, something unexpected, and I am very grateful for that. I know it is a grace  a grace for which I will thank the Lord every single day.

EWTN.TV: So what could be, in your opinion, the lesson Pope Benedict would like us to learn from his pontificate?

Gnswein: His great concern was that the faith could evaporate. And it is surely his greatest wish that every man be in direct relationship with God, the Lord, with Christ, and that we might dedicate to this relationship our time, strength and affection. Whoever does that, will prove the same sentiment Benedict has in mind when he talks about joy. I think the greatest gift would be, if men allowed his proposal or what moved him, to become part of their lives.

EWTN.TV: Our wish to you: could you please assure Pope Benedict also in the name of our viewers, of our thankfulness, our sentiments of appreciation, and convey him our heartfelt best wishes for his 90th birthday! And thank you so much for this conversation!

Gnswein: Thank you. I will gladly convey your wishes, and thank you for having me!
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The Popes words at the Regina Coeli prayer

The Holy See Press Office April 17, 2017

Vatican City  At midday today, Easter Monday, the Holy Father Francis appeared at the window of his study in the Vatican Apostolic Palace to pray the Regina Coeli with the faithful and pilgrims gathered in St. Peters Square.

The following is the Popes introduction to the Marian prayer:

Before the Regina Coeli

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

On this Monday of celebration, called Monday of the Angel, the liturgy makes resound the announcement of the Resurrection proclaimed yesterday: Christ is Risen, Alleluia!

In todays passage from the Gospel we can hear the echo of the Angels words addressed to the women who approached the sepulchre: Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead (Matthew 28:7). We also feel as though the invitation were addressed to us to go quickly and proclaim to the men and women of our time this message of joy and hope. It is of sure hope, because when, at dawn on the third day, the crucified Jesus was resurrected, the last word was no longer that of death but of life! And this is our certainty. The tomb is not the last word, it is not death; it is life! Therefore, we repeat so much: Christ is Risen, because in Him the tomb was defeated and life was born.

By virtue of this event, which constitutes the true and proper novelty of history and of the cosmos, we are called to be new men and women according to the Spirit, affirming the value of life. There is life! It has already started to rise again! We will be men and women of resurrection, men and women of life, if, in the midst of the events that trouble the world  there are so many today  in the midst of the worldliness that estranges us from God, we are able to offer gestures of solidarity, gestures of hospitality, nurturing the universal desire for peace and the aspiration for an environment free of degradation. They are ordinary and human signs which, however, when sustained and inspired by faith in the Risen Lord, acquire a far superior efficacy than our capacities allow. And this is so because Christ is alive and working in history through His Holy Spirit; He rescues us from our miseries, reaches every human heart and gives back hope to anyone who is oppressed and suffering.

May the Virgin Mary, silent witness of the Death and Resurrection of her Son Jesus, help us to be living signs of the Risen Christ amid the events of the world, so that all those who are in tribulation and difficulties do not remain victims of pessimism and defeat, of resignation, but find in us many brothers and sisters who offer them support and consolation. May our Mother help us to believe intensely in the Resurrection of Jesus: Jesus is Risen, He is alive here, among us, and this is a wondrous mystery of salvation with the capacity to transform hearts and life. And may she intercede in a particular way for the persecuted and oppressed Christian communities which today, in so many parts of the world, are called to a more difficult and courageous witness.

And now, in the light and the joy of Easter, we turn to her in the prayer that, for fifty days until Pentecost, takes the place of the Angelus.

(Regina Coeli)

After the Regina Coeli

Dear brothers and sisters,

In the atmosphere of Easter that characterizes this day, I warmly greet you all: families, parish groups, associations and individual pilgrims from Italy and from all over the world.

I hope that every one of you will spend in serenity these days of the Octave of Easter, in which the joy of the Resurrection of Christ continues. Take every good opportunity to be witnesses of the peace of the Risen Lord.

I wish a good and Holy Easter to you all! Please, do not forget to pray for me. Have a good lunch, and goodbye.

Copyright Libreria Editrice Vaticana (vatican.va)
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Benedict XVIs 90 years: I am grateful to God

CNA/EWTN News April 17, 2017

[image: news article image]Benedict XVI enjoys a beer at his 90th birthday party at the Vaticans Mater Ecclesiae Monastery on April 17, 2017. (LOsservatore Romano)


Vatican City  At his birthday party on Monday, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI told his guests that My heart is full of gratitude for the 90 years which the good God has given me.

The April 17 gathering at the Vaticans Mater Ecclesiae Monastery was held in observance of Benedicts 90th birthday, which fell on Easter Sunday, the day prior.

Some 50 guests from his homeland of Bavaria were present, including his elder brother, Fr. Georg Ratzinger.
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Pope Francis praises Assisis new sanctuary of renunciation

CNA/EWTN News April 18, 2017

[image: news article image]Pope Francis prays in Assisis Porziuncola on Aug. 4, 2016. (LOsservatore Romano)


Vatican City  Pope Francis on Sunday thanked Assisis bishop for creating a shrine dedicated to St. Francis of Assisis divestiture, when he renounced his familys wealth, embracing poverty as he stripped himself of his fine clothes.

Recalling his October 2013 to Assisi and the Room of Renunciation in the archbishops residence, the Pope said that in that room were so many eloquent testimonies to the scandalous reality of a world still so marked by the gap between an immense number of indigents, often deprived of basic necessities, and the miniscule portion of the rich who hold the greatest part of wealth and who think they can determine the destiny of humanity.

Pope Francis Oct. 16 letter to Archbishop Domenico Sorrentino of Assisi-Nocera Umbra-Gualdo Tadino commended him for his decision to establish a shrine to St. Francis renunciation, which will be inaugurated May 20. It will be in Santa Maria Maggiore, the citys original cathedral, and include access to the Room of Renunciation in the archbishops residence.

In his renunciation, St. Francis stripped himself, to the point of nudity, of all earthly goods, to give himself entirely to God and to the brethren, the Pope recalled. Renouncing all earthly goods, he unchained himself from the enchantment of the god-money which had ensnared his family.

Certainly the young convert did not intend to disrespect his father, but he remembered that one who is baptized must put love for Christ above all other affections, Pope Francis wrote.

Unfortunately, 2,000 years after the announcement of the gospel and eight centuries from the testimony of Francis, we face a phenomenon of global inequality and an economy that kills.

He said, the new Assisi sanctuary was born as a prophecy of a society more just and in solidarity, and reminds the Church of its duty to live, in the footsteps of Francis, stripping itself of worldliness and investing itself with the values of the Gospel.

For Pope Francis today it is more necessary than ever that the words of Christ characterize the way and the style of the Church. If in so many traditionally Christian regions of the world there is a shift away from the faith, and we are therefore called to a new evangelization, the secret of our preaching is not so much in the force of our words, but in the charm of our testimony, sustained by grace.

Recalling that St. Francis was told by Christ to repair his house, and that the Church is always in need of such repair  for it is holy in the gifts it receives from above, but is formed by sinners, and therefore is always in need of penitence and renewal  Pope Francis asked, how can it renew itself, if not by looking to its naked Lord?

Christ is the original model of renunciation, he said. In the Child of Bethlehem the divine glory is concealed, as it were. It will be even more veiled on Golgotha.

From Christmas to Easter, the way of Christ is entirely a mystery of renunciation. Omnipotence, in some way, is eclipsed, so that the glory of the Word made flesh is expressed above all in love and in mercy. Renunciation is a mystery of love! It does not mean disdain for the realities of the world. And how could it? The world is entirely from the hands of God.  The renunciation teaches us to make use of them in a way marked by sobriety and solidarity, within a hierarchy of values which give to love the first place. One has to renounce, in substance, not so much things in themselves, but rather the egoism which encases us in our interests and our own goods, which prevents us from discovering the beauty of the other and the joy opening our heart.

The Pope said that an authentic Christian path leads not to sadness, but to joy. In a world marked by so much individualistic sadness, the Sanctuary of the Renunciation is meant to nourish in the Church and in society evangelical joy, simplicity, and solidarity.
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Pro-Francis posters go up in Rome, striking a different chord

by Hannah Brockhaus (CNA/EWTN News) April 18, 2017
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Vatican City  Just two months after Pope Francis faced intense backlash for his reforms when critical posters were plastered around Rome, a new set went up around the city over Easter, this time praising the Pope for his commitment to mercy and inclusion.

Thank you Pope Francis! For your true Christian engagement with love and mercy, as demanded by Jesus so often in our Holy Bible.

This was the phrase written on some 300 posters that were hung April 14 around Romes city center and near the Vatican, and which will remain until April 22.

Sponsored by The Global Tolerance Initiative, the posters referred to a website called Love is Tolerance, which explained that Pope Francis had been named by the organization as their Global Champion of Tolerance Easter 2017.

Written in both Italian and English, the posters call on all cardinals, priests and bishops to follow with love the wise advice of the Pope, and to read our Holy Bible with open eyes, hearts and minds.

The posters conclude with an appeal for everyone to pray for you and the Church with a thinking heart and loving mind.

In addition to the text, the posters also feature three black-and-white images of Pope Francis taken during the Popes historic visit to the Holy Land in June 2014, including one of him in a helicopter and one of his pectoral cross.

The overwhelmingly positive tone of these posters stands in stark contrast to the unsigned posters that appeared in Rome Feb. 4, criticizing Pope Francis for several recent decisions made as part of his ongoing process of reform.

Depicting a sour-faced Pope Francis, the posters read: Ah Francis, youve taken over congregations, removed priests, decapitated the Order of Malta and the Franciscans of the Immaculate, ignored Cardinals  but wheres your mercy?

Whereas the February posters were quickly covered by abusive posting signs and removed by the city of Rome, the posters praising the Pope have the citys official stamp of approval, allowing them to stay up from April 14-22.

On the website, The Global Tolerance Initiative said that in addition to the 300 posters that went up around the city, another 700 have been handed out to priests, bishops, students, media and activists in Rome as part of a larger project intended to draw attention both to well-known individuals and the unsung, hidden champions from different cultures.

The photos of the Pope are part of the Champions and the Art of Tolerance Project by Dr. Hubertus Hoffmann  in cooperation with Esra Rotthoff and the recently deceased Tom Lemke  and depict the three photos together in the style of a three-paneled art piece, called a triptych.

Besides Pope Francis, other honorees on the site include the Dalai Lama, teenage Pakistani activist Malala Yousafzai, and Bishop William Shomali, Patriarchal Vicar of the Latin Patriarchate of Jordan.

The organization is calling the Pope Francis Easter posters street art action, intended to celebrate a Pope of love, tolerance and mercy, Hoffman said, according to the news site Globalo.

We represent the majority of people, not only Catholics, who admire Pope Francis for his crystal clear vision of Christianity with a lovely smiling face of deep humanity, Hoffman said.

Whether a Christian or not, Hoffman said he is our Lighthouse of Hope Easter 2017.

Throughout his pontificate, Pope Francis has been a strong promoter of both ecumenical and interfaith dialogue, speaking frequently about the need to treat others  no matter their differences  with openness and mercy.

Easter was no exception. In his Regina Coeli address on Easter Monday, Francis preached about how Christs resurrection brought hope and life into the world, and how we are called to live that out in how we act toward our brothers and sisters around the world.

In the midst of events that afflict the world, he said April 17, in the midst of worldliness that is distant from God, we are called to show solidarity, welcoming and peace to people.

These are only human signs that we can give, he continued, but inspired and sustained by faith in the Risen Lord, we can gain effectiveness well beyond our capacity.
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General Audience: Risen Christ our hope

The Holy See Press Office April 19, 2017

Vatican City  This mornings General Audience took place at 9:30 a.m. in St. Peters Square, where the Holy Father Francis met with groups of pilgrims and faithful from Italy and all over the world.

In his address in Italian the Pope focused on the theme Risen Christ our hope (cf. 1 Cor. 15).

After summarizing his catechesis in several languages, the Holy Father addressed special greetings to the groups of faithful present.

The General Audience concluded with the recital of the Pater Noster and the Apostolic Blessing.

Catechesis of the Holy Father

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

We meet today in the light of Easter, which we have celebrated and continue to celebrate with the liturgy. Therefore, in our itinerary of catechesis on Christian hope, today I wish to speak about the Risen Christ, our hope, as St. Paul presents Him in the First Letter to the Corinthians (cf. Chapter 15).

The Apostle wants to resolve an issue that in the community of Corinth was definitely the focus of discussions. The resurrection is the last topic addressed in the letter, but probably, in order of importance, it is the first: indeed, everything rests on this assumption.

Speaking to his fellow Christians, Paul starts from a conclusive fact, that is not the outcome of a wise mans reflection, but a fact, a simple fact that intervened in the life of some people. Christianity is born from here. It is not an ideology, not a philosophical system, but a journey of faith which starts from an event, witnessed by the first disciples of Jesus. Paul summarizes it in this way: Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and the third day He rose and He appeared to Peter and to the Twelve (cf. 1 Cor. 15:3-5). This is the fact: He died, He was buried, He rose and He appeared. That is, Jesus is living! This is the kernel of the Christian message.

By announcing this event, which is the core of faith, Paul insists above all on the last element of the Paschal mystery, that is the fact that Jesus is risen. If indeed everything came to an end with death, we would have in Him an example of supreme dedication, but this would not be able to generate our faith. He was a hero. No! He died, but He rose again. Because faith is born from the resurrection. To accept that Christ is dead, that He died crucified, is not an act of faith, it is an historical fact. However, believing that He rose is. Our faith is born on Easter morning. Paul lists the people to whom the risen Jesus appeared (cf. v. 5-7). We have here a small summary of all the accounts of Easter and all the people who came into contact with the Risen Christ. First in the list are Cephas, that is Peter, and the group of the Twelve; then there are Five hundred brothers, many of whom could still give their testimony, and then James is mentioned. The last on the list  as the least worthy of all  Paul himself. He describes himself as one untimely born.

Paul uses this expression because his personal history is dramatic: he was not an altar boy, he was a persecutor of the Church, proud of his convictions; he felt he was a successful man, with a very clear idea of what life was, with his duties. But, in this perfect picture  everything was perfect in Paul, he knew everything  in this perfect picture of life, one day something entirely unpredictable happened: the encounter with the Risen Christ, on the road to Damascus, where there was not only a man who fell to the ground: there was a person seized by an event that would have overturned the meaning of his life. And the persecutor became an apostle  why? Because I have seen the living Jesus! I have seen the risen Jesus Christ! This is the foundation of Pauls faith, like the faith of the other apostles, like the faith of the Church, like our faith.

How beautiful it is to think that Christianity, basically, is this! It is not so much our search for God  a search that is, in truth, very hesitant  but rather Gods search for us. Jesus has taken us, He has seized us, He has won us over and will not to leave us any more. Christianity is grace, it is a surprise, and it therefore presupposes a heart capable of wonder. A closed heart, a rationalistic heart is incapable of wonder, and cannot understand what Christianity is. Because Christianity is grace, and grace can only be perceived,, and it is mostly found in the wonder of the encounter.

So, even though we are sinners  we all are  if our good intentions have remained on paper, or if, looking at our lives, we realize that we have accumulated many failures.  On Easter morning we can do as those people mentioned in the Gospel do: we can go to Christs tomb, see the great upturned stone and think that God is building for me, for all of us, an unexpected future. To go to our tomb: we all have a little of us inside. To go there, and see how God is capable of rising up from there. Here is happiness, here there is joy, life, where everyone thought there was only sadness, loss and darkness. God raises His most beautiful flowers in the midst of the most arid stones.

Being a Christian does not mean starting out from death, but from Gods love for us, that defeated our bitter enemy. God is greater than nothing, and a lighted candle is enough to defeat the darkest of nights. Paul cries, echoing the prophets: Where, O death, is your victory? O death, where is your sting? (v. 55). In these days of Easter, we carry this cry in our heart. And if they ask us the reason for the smile we give and for our patient sharing, then we can answer that Jesus is still here, and continues to live in our midst, that Jesus is here, in the square, with us: risen and living.

Greetings in various languages: English

I greet the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors taking part in todays audience, particularly the groups from England, Sweden, Switzerland, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Canada and the United States of America. I offer a particular greeting to the newly-ordained deacons from the Pontifical Irish College, together with families and friends. In the joy of the Risen Christ, I invoke upon you and your families the loving mercy of God our Father. May the Lord bless you all!

Copyright Libreria Editrice Vaticana (vatican.va)
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Vatican cricket club takes interreligious tournament to Fatima

by Hannah Brockhaus (CNA/EWTN News) April 19, 2017
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Vatican City  St. Peters Cricket Club, the Vaticans cricket team, is traveling to Fatima April 19-22 for an interreligious tournament ahead of the 100th anniversary of the appearance of Our Lady to three shepherd children in the country.

The teams third international tour, the tournament will include Muslim, Hindu, and Jewish teams coming from Portugal, Spain, and the United Kingdom.

It takes place just three weeks before the Popes pilgrimage to Fatima May 12-13 to join in the centenary celebrations.

Established in 2013, St. Peters Cricket Club is made up of priests, deacons, and seminarians currently living and studying in Rome.

Current and past members have hailed from England, India, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan. The team was formed under the Vaticans Pontifical Council for Culture as a way to creatively engage with people from other Churches, ecclesial communions, and religions.

The first day of the trip will be dedicated to visiting the shrine at Fatima, and the three following to the tournament. The team is hosted by the municipal council and people of Miranda do Corvo, near the historic university city of Coimbra.

The cricket clubs third Light of Faith Tour, the first was held in England in 2014. On April 23, 2016 the team played their second cricket match against the Royal Household in Rome to mark Queen Elizabeth IIs 90th birthday.

Their second Light of Faith Tour was also held in England, in September 2016.

Pope Francis has frequently praised sports, particularly for their ability to bring people together.

In June 2014, he told a crowd of Italian youth gathered in St. Peters Square for a field day event that Sports in the community can be a great missionary tool, where the Church is close to every person to help them become better and to meet Jesus Christ.

And in October 2016, he told participants in an international conference on sports at the Vatican that the beauty and joy found in sports, whether playing or watching, is something that benefits and unites everyone, regardless of religion, ethnic group, nationality, or disability.

Sport is a human activity of great value, able to enrich peoples lives, he said. As far as the Catholic Church is concerned, she is working in the world of sport to bring the joy of the Gospel, the inclusive and unconditional love of God for all human beings.

Share this article

Original article with sharing options:Link
 

VATICAN NEWS

Its official: Pope Francis to canonize Fatima visionaries during May visit

by Elise Harris (CNA/EWTN News) April 20, 2017

[image: news article image]Blessed Francisco and Jacinta Marto. (Public domain)


Vatican City  During his trip to Portugal for the centenary of the Fatima Marian apparitions next month, Pope Francis will canonize visionaries Francisco and Jacinta Marto, making them the youngest non-martyrs to ever be declared saints.

The children will be canonized during Pope Francis May 13 Mass in Fatima. The decision for the date was made during a April 20 consistory of cardinals, which also voted on the dates of four other canonizations, in addition to that of Francisco and Jacinta, that will take place this year.

Some martyrs who will soon be saints are diocesan priests Andrea de Soveral and Ambrogio Francesco Ferro, and layman Matteo Moreira, killed in hatred of the faith in Brazil in 1645; and three teenagers  Cristbal, Antonio, and Juan  killed in hatred of the faith in Mexico in 1529, who will be canonized October 15.

Bl. Angelo da Acri, a Capuchin priest who died in October 1739, and Faustino Mguez, a Piarist priest who founded the Calasanziano Institute of the Daughters of the Divine Shepherd, will also be canonized October 15.

Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins, the Prefect Emeritus of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, is the man who was largely responsible for advancing the visionaries cause, paving the way for them to become the first canonized children who were not martyred.

Previously, the Portuguese cardinal told CNA, children were not beatified, due to the belief that children didnt yet have the ability to practice Christian heroic virtue like adults.

But that all changed when the cause for Francisco and Jacinta Marto arrived on his desk.

Francisco, 11, and Jacinta, 10, became the youngest non-martyr children in the history of the Church to be beatified when on May 13, 2000, the 83rd anniversary of the first apparition of Our Lady at Fatima, Pope John Paul II proclaimed them Blessed, officially showing that young children can become Saints.

The brother and sister, who tended to their familys sheep with their cousin Lucia Santo in the fields of Fatima, Portugal, witnessed the apparitions of Mary now commonly known as Our Lady of Fatima.

During the first apparition, which took place May 13, 1917, Our Lady asked the three children to pray the Rosary and make sacrifices for the conversion of sinners. The children did this and were known to pray often, giving their lunch to beggars and going without food themselves. They offered up their sacrifices and even refrained from drinking water on hot days.

When Francisco and Jacinta became seriously ill with the Spanish flu in October 1918, Mary appeared to them and said she would to take them to heaven soon.

Bed-ridden, Francisco requested and received his first Communion. The following day, Francisco died, April 4, 1919. Jacinta suffered a long illness and was eventually transferred to a Lisbon hospital, where she underwent an operation for an abscess in her chest. However, her health did not improve and she died Feb. 20, 1920.

Francisco and Jacinta practiced Christian virtue in a heroic way, Cardinal Martins said, explaining that among other things, one of the most obvious moments in which this virtue was apparent for him was when the three shepherd children were arrested and intimidated by their mayor on August 13, 1917.

Government stability in Portugal was rocky following the revolution and coup dtat that led to the overthrow of the monarchy and subsequent establishment of the First Portuguese Republic in 1910.

A new liberal constitution separating Church and state was drafted under the influence of Freemasonry, which sought to omit the faith  which for many was the backbone of Portuguese culture and society  from public life.

It was in this context that, after catching wind of the Virgin Marys appearance to Francisco, Jacinta and Lucia, district Mayor Artur de Oliveira Santos had the children arrested on the day Mary was to appear to them, and threatened to boil them in hot oil unless they would confess to inventing the apparitions.

At one point in the conversation at the jailhouse, Jacinta was taken out of the room, leaving Francisco and Lucia alone. The two were told that Jacinta had been burned with hot oil, and that if they didnt lie, the same would happen to them.

However, instead of caving to the pressure, the children said: you can do whatever you want, but we cannot tell a lie. Do whatever you want to us, burn us with oil, but we cannot tell a lie.

This was the virtue of these children, Cardinal Martins said, noting that to accept death rather than tell a lie is more heroic than many adults.

Theres a lot to say on the heroicness of children, he said, adding that because of this I brought their cause forward.

Cardinal Martins was also the one to bring Lucias cause to the Vatican following her death in 2005. The visionary had spent the remainder of her life after the apparitions as a Carmelite nun.

Typically the must be a five-year waiting period after a person dies before their cause can be brought forward. However, after only three years Martins ask that the remaining two be dismissed, and his request was granted.

Although the diocesan phase of the cause has already been finished, Cardinal Martins  who knew the visionary personally  said Lucias process will take much longer than that of Francisco and Jacinta not only due to her long life, but also because of the vast number of letters and other material from her writings and correspondence that needs to be examined.

The cardinal, who will be present in Fatima with the Pope during his May 12-13 visit for the centenary of the apparitions, said he views the occasion as the conclusion of a process that began with him changing a norm regarding the view of children and their heroic virtue.

This process is important, he said, because it means there could be other children who practiced heroic virtue that can now be canonized, so its certainly something important.

It needs to be seen that (children) are truly capable of practicing heroic virtue, not only in Fatima, but in the Christian life, he said.

Although canonizations, apart from a few exceptions, are typically held in Rome, it was only recently that beatifications began to be held outside of Rome, in the local Church which promoted the new Blesseds cause.

This change was made by Cardinal Martins in September 2005, after receiving the approval of Benedict XVI.

In the past, a beatification Mass in Rome would be presided over by the Cardinal-Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints during the morning, with the Pope coming down to the basilica to pray to the new Blessed in the afternoon. Cardinal Martins said he decided to change this because the beatification and the canonization are two different realities.

While the canonizations had a more universal dimension of the Church, the beatifications have a more local dimension, where they (the Blessed) came from, he said, noting that this is reflected even in the words spoken during the rites for each Mass.

Because of this, I made a distinction: the beatification in their (the Blesseds) own church, in their diocese, and the canonizations in Rome.

The result was a fantastic revolution, he said, explaining that while maybe 2-3,000 people would participate in the beatification ceremonies in Rome, hundreds of thousands started to come for the local beatification Masses of new Blessed in their home dioceses.

The cardinal said that its beautiful to see people  many times including friends and family members of new Blessed  join in honoring their countryman, asking for their intercession, and seeking to follow their example.

He believes the custom will remain like this, adding that it is beautiful particularly from the standpoint of evangelization.

The new Blessed says to their brothers, many of whom they knew, I am one of you, one like you, so you must follow my path and live the Gospel in depth, the cardinal said, explaining that this is a formidable act of evangelization, and with everyone happy about the new Blessed, theyll immediately do what they say!

Cardinal Martins said the decision was also prompted by the emphasis placed on local Churches during the Second Vatican Council.

I thought, one of the most effective ways to highlight the importance of local Churches is to conduct in the local diocese the beatification of one of their sons, he said.
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Pope Francis among Time magazines 100 most influential people

CNA/EWTN News April 20, 2017
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Vatican City  Time Magazine has released its 2017 list of the worlds 100 most influential people, and Pope Francis is among the leaders highlighted by the publication.

The nomination included a brief reflection on Pope Francis, written by Cardinal Blase J. Cupich of Chicago, who reflected on the Popes humility, saying that his powerful witness is what attracts so many people to his message.

Cardinal Cupich recalled that in his first interview after being elected to the pontificate, Pope Francis acknowledged himself as a sinner, and that when he hears confessions in St. Peters Basilica, he also goes to confession himself, because one cannot accompany a suffering world without acknowledging ones own faults.

The same goes for the church Francis leads, the cardinal reflected. Before being elected Pope, Francis gave a speech to his fellow Cardinals warning against becoming a self-referential church, rather than one that goes out of itself to the margins of society to be with those who suffer.

That is where God is working in the world and where he calls us to be. This has rung especially true this year, as Francis has spoken out on the need to welcome refugees amid a global crisis, he continued.

Other people on the Time Magazine list include U.S. President Donald Trump, actress Viola Davis, Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos, NBA star LeBron James, and Russian President Vladimir Putin.
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Pope Francis sends regrets to Brazil for not visiting this year

CNA/EWTN News April 20, 2017
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Vatican City  Pope Francis sent a letter to the president of Brazil, apologizing for his inability to visit in 2017 and encouraging the leaders attention to the countrys social issues.

Since in his letter President Temer made reference to his efforts to confront the social problems of the country, the Pope underlined that aspect and encouraged him to work for the promotion of the countrys poorest people, the Vatican press office said April 4, confirming a letter the Pope sent a few days before.

President Michael Temer invited Pope Francis to visit Brazil for the 300th anniversary of a Marian apparition known as Our Lady of Aparecida.

The story behind the apparition involves a clay statue of Mary Immaculate that was caught by three fishermen in October 1717 in preparation for a feast dedicated to royalty passing through the town.

Guarantinqueta, a small city along the Paraiba River, was expecting to receive the Count of Assumar on his travels to a gold mining site in Vila Rica.

The feast required a vast amount of fish, but it was not the season for it and weather conditions proved to be a challenge. After a night of fishing, the men caught nothing.

Having prayed to our Lady of Immaculate Conception, the fishermen first brought up the body of the statue and then the head. After the statue was brought up, the men decided to pray with faith to Nossa Senhora da Conceio Aparecida  which means Our Lady of the Appeared Conception. Their nets suddenly became very full, and the catch has been considered a miracle.

During an inauguration of a statue of Aparecida at the Vatican Gardens in 2016, Pope Francis said he did not know when he would be able to visit Aparecida in Brazil again but at least I will have her very close, here. The new statue was designed by a Brazilian artist and depicted Our Lady of Aparecida next to the three men with full nets of fish.

The Pope said Our Lady of Aparecida is close to the heart of the working class, especially those who need work, education, those who are deprived of dignity.

He encouraged President Temers for the efforts made to resolve the countys social issues, reiterating Aparecidas closeness to the poor.

President Michael Temer was brought into office last August when his predecessor, Dilma Rousseff, was impeached from office for an alleged abuse of power. Brazils economy has been in its worst recession since the 1980s; inflation increased by 10.7 percent and unemployment increased to 9 percent in 2015. Prices for Brazilian oil, iron ore, and soya also dropped.

Since his induction into office, Temer has aimed to reduce the countrys spending and the level of public debt.
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How the upcoming canonizations affirm the Fatima apparitions

by Elise Harris (CNA/EWTN News) April 21, 2017
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Fatima, Portugal  The canonization of Fatima visionaries Francisco and Jacinta Marto has been hailed as an exciting moment for the Church, but the rector of the Marian shrine has said that it bears an even greater significance in terms of putting a spotlight on Our Ladys message.

I think the canonization in a certain way helps to give credibility to the apparitions and to the message of Fatima, Fr. Carlos Cabecinhas told CNA.

This is an indirect credibility, he said, but one which nonetheless makes us look to the protagonists of the events of Fatima and to see their holiness, the holiness with which they challenge us to live this message.

Mary appeared to Francisco, Jacinta and their cousin Lucia May 13, 1917, for the first time, asking them to pray the rosary and make sacrifices for the conversion of sinners, which they did with decisive commitment.

Our Lady continued to appear to them on the 13th of each month until October of that year, making constant appeals for an increase in faith, hope, conversion and prayers for peace. In addition, she also revealed to the children three secrets, which are now known to be a vision of hell interpreted as scenes from World War II, the rise and fall of Soviet Communism, and what was a foreshadowing of the 1981 assassination attempt on St. John Paul II.

After the apparitions, Francisco and Jacinta Marto died in 1918 after a serious bout of the Spanish flu at 9 and 11, but were known to pray often and offered up daily sacrifices for the conversion of sinners and an increase in love for God.

In this context, Fr. Cabecinhas said he believes the canonization of siblings Francisco and Jacinta has this value: not only two Saints in the Church, but two Saints who challenge us to look to the message of Fatima and to understand that Fatima is also a school of holiness for each one of us.

Fr. Cabecinhas has been the rector of the Fatima Marian Shrine since 2011, and is in charge of the bulk of preparations for the Popes May 12-13 visit.

He said the centenary of the apparitions, the canonization and the growing anticipation of Pope Francis visit is a moment of great joy for the people of Portugal, but also for him personally.

For me it has been a great gift of God to be able to live this moment before the shrine and to have in my hands the decisions of the Shrine. Its a gift of God, but also a great responsibility, he said, explaining that they are in the midst of making final preparations.

In general, preparations are going very well, he said, noting that all of the big decisions have been made and things are falling into place, so its down to the final, last-minute work of getting ready to host an estimated 500,000-800,000 pilgrims during the May celebrations.

Speaking of the reason why pilgrims choose to visit Fatima in particular, the priest said its without a doubt because they seek a strong experience of God, a strong encounter with God.

This is specific to Fatima, he said, noting that while other shrines and holy sites are associated with physical healings or other fruits, the people who come to Fatima come to have a strong experience with God, they come to change their lives, and many times this is the experience they transmit.

We say that at Fatima there are no physical healings  there are some, but (what is) specific to Fatima is the change of heart, the change of life, orienting ones life toward God, he said, saying that another characteristic unique to Fatima is silence.

Cabecinhas said that when pilgrims speak to him about their experience visiting the shrine, many of them comment on how silent and prayerful the environment is, which is something he hopes each person who comes is able to experience.

The shrine has also been a popular place for Popes to visit, with Bl. Paul VI being the first pontiff to do so in 1967. St. John Paul II followed suit in 1982, making a trip that was largely intended to pay homage to Our Lady of Fatima, whom he credited with saving his life when he was shot May 13, 1981.

Benedict XVI also visited the Fatima shrine in 2010, continuing the papal tradition of traveling to the holy site, and cementing even further its link to the Pope.

Fr. Cabecinhas said he believes Popes come to Fatima so often is because it has a universal message, a message for the entire Church, which is something each one of them have understood.

They have seen that Fatima has something to say to the entire Church on the place of God in the life of the believer, and its because of this they have come, to highlight this message, he said, adding that he has no doubt that the presence of Popes at the shrine has helped to then diffuse the message in the entire world.

With an entire year of celebrations extending beyond just the May celebrations, Cabecinhas said he hopes those who come even after Pope Francis visit get to experience and understand Our Ladys message on a deeper level.

The priest said he wants pilgrims to have a joyful experience of being at Fatima and to have an experience of encounter with God through the Madonna.

She is presented here as a path toward God and a refuge in our hardship, he said, so what we want is that each pilgrim who visits this year can have this experience and can say, yes, I went to Fatima, and the Madonna for me was a refuge in difficult moments, but a path that guided me to God.
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Can midwives be pro-life? Apparently not in Sweden

CNA/EWTN News April 18, 2017
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Stockholm, Sweden  A Swedish midwife who refused to perform abortions has lost another court decision, but her supporters say the court neglected her freedom of conscience.

The desire to protect life is what leads many midwives and nurses to enter the medical profession in the first place, said Robert Clarke, Director of European Advocacy for ADF International. Instead of forcing desperately needed midwives out of their profession, governments should safeguard the moral convictions of medical staff.

Religious freedom advocates argue that midwives  who specialize in pregnancy and childbirth  often choose their profession because they want to bring new life into the world, and they should not be forced to end life against their beliefs.

Midwife Ellinor Grimmark charged that three different medical clinics in Swedens southern Joenkoeping County unjustly denied her employment because of her objections to assisting in abortions.

In November 2015, a district court said her right to freedom of opinion and expression was not violated. She was required to pay the local governments legal costs, nearly $106,000.

A labor court sided with the district court and against the midwife on April 12.

Grimmark is considering an appeal to the European Court of Human Rights. ADF International has filed a brief in support of her case.

Clarke said that Sweden, as a member state of the Council of Europe, is obliged to respect the councils Parliamentary Assembly. The assembly has said that no person shall be coerced or discriminated against in any manner because of a refusal to perform, accommodate, assist, or submit to an abortion.

Participation in abortions should not be a requirement for employment as a medical professional, added Clarke. In accordance with international law, the court should have protected Ellinors fundamental right to freedom of conscience.

BBC News, citing United Nations data, says that Sweden has one of the highest abortion rates in Europe, with 20.8 per 1,000 women in 2011.
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Why nullity cases always include a defender of the bond

by Barbara Bustamante (CNA/EWTN News) April 19, 2017
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Santiago, Chile  In the process of declaring the nullity of marriage there is a position of utmost importance which allows the judges to reach the moral certainty required to make their judgement: the office of the defender of the bond.

A marriage is presumed valid unless it is proved otherwise. The nullity of a marriage is established only when there exists proof that a marriage never in fact took place.

The defender of the bond participates in the process of declaring nullity always to defend the validity of the marriage, Sigal Rodrguez Conca, a canon lawyer who has worked for the tribunal of the Archdiocese of Santiago de Chile, told CNA.

The defender of the bond, Rodriguez said, aims to ensure that the process is conducted fairly, and upholds the marriages presumed validity. This role sets out arguments and aims to rebuts any evidence and conclusions of the petitioner  the spouse who is seeking to challenge the marriages validity.

Obviously if there is no argument to make in favor of a marriages validity, the case is left to the knowledge and conscience of the judges, said Rodriguez.

The role of the defender of the bond is outlined in canon law, and the person who fills the role is appointed by the bishop.

This role makes it possible to have a true examination in the process of marriage nullity, Rodriguez said. The respondent to an annulment case sought by the petitioner rarely participates in the proceedings, and when they do respond, in the majority of cases they are in favor of a declaration of nullity.

Once a dioceses judicial vicar has accepted a request to hear a process of declaring the nullity of marriage, the defender of the bond is notified in writing, and must respond to the arguments presented by the lawyer representing the petitioners case.

Pope Francis made changes to the nullity process in December 2015, introducing a shorter process.

In the shortest available annulment process, in which the bishop hears the case, the defender of the bond has 15 days to present observations in favor of the existence of the marriage bond.

The defender of the bond has the right to be present at the statements by the parties to marriage, and the statements by witnesses and experts. He has the right to examine the judicial documents and any documents presented by the parties.

In addition, the defender must be notified of the entire content of the ruling and has the right to appeal any declaration of nullity if it is considered unjust. He has the last word in all arguments presented before the verdict in the case, Rodriguez said.

Without the defender of the bond, there would not exist a real cross-examination in the marriage nullity process, which allows a greater possibility for the moral certainty required to rule in favor of or against nullity.
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Fears rise in Egypt after ISIS attack near ancient monastery

CNA/EWTN News April 19, 2017
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Cairo, Egypt  Gunmen attacked a police checkpoint near an historic Orthodox Christian monastery in Egypt, killing one and wounding four.

The Islamic State group has claimed responsibility, the Associated Press reports.

St. Catherines Monastery, located in a remote desert and mountainous area of the South Sinai governorate, was built in the sixth century at the foot of Mount Sinai. It is a UNESCO world heritage site and a popular destination for tourists and visitors to the Red Sea.

Militants ascended onto an elevated hilltop overlooking the police checkpoint several hundred meters outside the monastery. Then they opened fire.

Some of the gunmen were wounded when police returned fire, Egypts Interior Ministry said.

The northern Sinai region is under a state of emergency, with near-daily Islamic State militant attacks on police and security forces. The militants are attacking other parts of Egypt and their tactics are believed likely to inflame sectarian tensions and embarrass President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi.

The Islamic State group has vowed more attacks against Christians in Egypt, the Associated Press says.

Pope Francis will visit the country next week. The attacks have increased fears about security ahead of the visit.

Suicide bombers attacked two Egyptian churches on Palm Sunday, killing 45. The Sinai-based Islamic State affiliate claimed credits for the attacks.

In response, President el-Sissi declared a three-month state of emergency and deployed armed forces to help guard important installations and churches across Egypt.
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13 planning attacks on Christians arrested in Egypt

CNA/EWTN News April 20, 2017
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Cairo, Egypt  Egyptian police on Sunday arrested 13 people who were planning attacks against Christians and public institutions in the country.

The April 16 arrests take on greater importance as Pope Francis prepares to visit Egypt at the end of the month.

According to Aid to the Church in Need, the arrests of these terrorists reveal how these extremist groups continue to target the Christian community after the double attack against two churches in Tanta and Alexandria on Palm Sunday.

The attacks of April 9 which caused the death of 44 Christians and injured more than 100, were claimed by the Islamic State, which led the authorities to implement security measures outside churches.

The attacks made the government decree a state of emergency for three months, to which was joined the decision by some Christians to celebrate discretely Easter Sunday .

Egypt has a population of 92 million people who are mostly Muslim. Christians are about 10 percent of the population, and have been victims of a number of recent attacks and assaults.
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India bishops slam brutal disruption of Good Friday service

by Hannah Brockhaus (CNA/EWTN News) April 21, 2017
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Rome, Italy  Indias Catholic bishops have strongly condemned a violent police disruption of a Good Friday service at a small parish in the south of the country.

The Dhalit Catholic community in the village of Sogandi was holding a liturgy for the Passion of the Lord April 14 when they were disrupted by the Tehsildar  local tax and revenue officers  as well as police during the Veneration of the Cross and distribution of Holy Communion.

The Catholic Church in India is very distressed and saddened by the happenings in Sogandi, Tamil Nadu, on Good Friday, a day very sacred to Christians everywhere, the April 19 press release stated.

The Catholic Bishops Conference of India expresses its full solidarity with the people of Sogandi and condemns in very strong terms the brutal action of the Tehsildar.

The statement, signed by the secretary general of the bishops conference, Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, SFX, said that they are proud of their country and the major part of the Hindu community has always treated them with respect and goodwill.

However, recently, fundamentalist forces have disturbed the traditional peace and harmony of the country, they said.

The bishops expressed concern at rising intolerance in India toward people of all religions from fundamentalist fringe groups, calling on the government to ensure that everyone in the country continue to feel safe and enjoy the basic right to worship freely and without fear.

Concern about religious intolerance has grown across India particularly since the May 2014 election of Narendra Modi as prime minister, which saw a spike in the number of attacks against Christians and Muslims.

After Modi took office the country saw a sharp rise in attacks against people and property, most of them perpetrated by the radical Hindu group Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh, also referred to as the RSS, or the the Sangh.

The group, which has been described as fundamentalist and violent, sits on the right-wing and has no official, legal registration in India. However they maintain strong ties with Indias ruling Bharatiya Janata Party.

Modi has been criticized for his silence regarding the mostly small-scale attacks, which have continued to take place.

The event in Sogandi on Good Friday was only the latest in a string of escalating anti-Christian incidents in the village, Bishop A. Neethinathan of Chingleput wrote in a report April 19.

The Catholic parish there, under the patronage of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, was erected in 2007. It has 125 families, who also make up the population of the village.

In order to help foster strong Marian devotion, when the parish was built 10 years ago, the priest also developed a portion of a nearby hill into a little grotto with a covering and a statue of Our Lady.

The grotto and other public religious symbols have been at the center of the clashes between the Christian village and a nearby Hindu village, also of a different caste identity. The Hindu village is known to have temples and houses erected on the other side of the same hill, Bishop Neethinathan stated.

On April 14, the parish gathered at the grotto at 3 PM to celebrate the Lords Passion service. Many police were stationed around the area throughout the service, the bishops report states.

As the service continued, the local Tehsildar disrupted the Veneration of the Cross and the distribution of Holy Communion, not allowing them to finish.

The disturbance and subsequent disorder resulted in reactions from some of those present. Most of the local men, as well as some priests, have been booked for serious offences by the police, Bishop Neethinathan wrote.

The following day, April 15, the revenue department bulldozed large ditches around the area, preventing access.

It is believed that the recent incidents are the result of planned and systematic operations by anti-Christian Hindutva and anti-Dhalit caste fundamentalists, including pressure on the police and revenue departments.

Other recent actions include the demolition and removal from the hill Dec. 31, 2016 of many of the statues and crosses of the parish by more than 500 police officers under the pretext of illegal occupation, according to Bishop Neethinathan. The statues were not returned until April 19.

In February, every stone and boulder on the hill was found marked with the Hindu symbol and the Palm Sunday procession, though able to conclude, was also interrupted by objections and disturbances.
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Catholics heartened by stay on flurry of planned executions in Arkansas

by Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) April 17, 2017
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Little Rock, AR  As judges halted the planned executions of eight inmates in 10 days in Arkansas, Catholics around the country pointed to messages of mercy and life in the Easter Triduum.

After the darkness of Good Friday has come a great light, Karen Clifton, executive director of the Catholic Mobilizing Network, which works to end the death penalty, stated.

After the executions were halted, Bishop Anthony Taylor of Little Rock said, I would like to thank everyone who has prayed and worked so hard to prevent these scheduled executions from taking place. Let us continue to pray and work for the abolition of the death penalty in Arkansas and throughout the country.

After not executing anyone since 2005, Arkansas had scheduled eight executions in 10 days, starting April 17, Easter Monday. The states supply of the drug midazolam, a sedative used in the lethal injection process, will expire at the end of April.

However, on the evening of April 14, a state circuit court judge halted the planned executions with a temporary restraining order. Federal judge Kristine G. Baker followed up on April 15 with a preliminary stay of executions. The state is appealing her ruling.

The state supreme court also halted the execution of one of the inmates, Bruce Ward. His lawyers claim he is mentally disabled and unfit for the death penalty.

Opponents of the death penalty insisted that Arkansas was unjustly rushing its execution process and clamored for a halt to the executions.

A drugs expiration date should not be the contingent factor for the expedited execution of these 8 men, Catholic Mobilizing Network had stated. There is no way this unprecedented number of executions can be carried out without complications.

Bishop Taylor and Bishop Frank Dewane of Venice, the chair of the U.S. bishops domestic justice and human development committee, have both spoken out against the planned executions.

The Benedictine Sisters of St. Scholastica Monastery in Fort Smith, Ark. planned a novena from April 9 to April 17 for those set to be executed, and for clemency to be granted in their cases.

Before the executions were halted, Bishop Dewane had contrasted the practice with the message of the Easter Triduum, the holiest time of the Churchs liturgical calendar.

On Good Friday, Christians around the world recall the agony of Our Lords Passion, as He became the spotless victim for us, taking upon Himself all our sins and bearing their weight on the cross. On Holy Saturday, we remember how Jesus descended into Hell to set prisoners free, Bishop Dewane stated April 13.

And, through the liturgy of Easter Sunday, we join the Lord in His triumphant Resurrection by which He conquered sin and death for all peoples and for all time, he continued.

So often, the images of Christs saving action stand in contrast with the activities of the world. Beginning on Easter Monday, the state of Arkansas is prepared to give us a striking and distressing example.

The schedule of executions was not set by the demands of justice, but by the arbitrary politics of punishment, he said.

Catholic Mobilizing Network said it gathered more than 157,000 signatures calling for the executions to be stopped. Clifton said the network is grateful for everyone who used their voice to stand for life this Lent.

A rally, at which Bishop Taylor was present, was held outside the state capitol April 14 calling for the executions to be stopped.

Arkansas schedule of executions was unprecedented in recent history, the Death Penalty Information Center noted.

Since states resumed executions in 1976 after the Supreme Court suspended use of the death penalty in 1972 and then reinstated its use four years later, only twice have eight inmates been executed within a single month. Arkansas planned to complete the executions in 10 days.

The state would use a three-drug lethal injection protocol. First, midazolam, a sedative, would be given to render an inmate unconscious. Then vecuronium bromide would be given to paralyze them. Finally, potassium chloride would be administered to stop the inmates heart.

Arkansas had run out of its supply of potassium chloride in January, but Governor Asa Hutchinson said they would be able to procure a supply for the executions.

However, Pulaski County circuit Judge Wendell Griffin ruled April 14 that the second drug, vecuronium bromide, could not be used in the process.

The drug supplier, McKesson Corporation, had stated that the drug manufacturer prohibited vecuronium for use in executions, and that Arkansas had purchased it under false pretenses.

McKesson said the Arkansas Department of Corrections purchased the products on an account that was opened under the valid medical license of an Arkansas physician, implicitly representing that the products would only be used for a legitimate medical purpose.

According to its complaint filed with the Pulaski County court, McKesson discovered that the drug was to be used for executions and demanded the state return the drug, promising a refund. The supplier said it refunded the state, which never returned the drug.

Mckesson has said it will continue its efforts to facilitate the return of our product and ensure that it is used in line with our supplier agreement.

As for the first drug, midazolam, it has been used in botched executions in the past. Some medical experts have claimed it is not proven to be effective as an anesthetic, thus exposing an inmate to the risk of severe pain as the other drugs are administered.

This Easter season it is clear the Spirit is calling all to respond with mercy and justice to the egregious attacks on life like those in Arkansas and throughout our country, Clifton stated.

She pointed to the National Catholic Pledge to End the Death Penalty, an initiative of the Catholic Mobilizing Network, as something that allows all people of good will to better educate, advocate, and pray for an end to the use of the death penalty.
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Missouri reverses course, makes churches eligible for some state grants

by Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) April 17, 2017
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St. Louis, MO  Missouri has announced that it will start allowing religious groups to be eligible for certain state grants, although the decision may not affect a religious freedom case before the U.S. Supreme Court this week.

We commend Governor Greitens for reversing a policy of discrimination against religious groups applying for neutral and widely-available grants to do important work for the state of Missouri, said Ashley McGuire, senior fellow with The Catholic Association, on Friday.

She responded to an announcement from the states new governor, Eric Greitens, that religious groups will now be eligible for grants from the states department of natural resources.

It is unclear whether the decision will affect the case of Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia v. Comer, which is scheduled for oral arguments at the Supreme Court on Wednesday. The case centers around a playground owned by a Missouri church and used by its preschool. The playground is used by both members and non-members of the church.

In order to make upgrades to the playgrounds surface as a safety measure, the church applied for a grant through a state program that provides materials from used tires to resurface playgrounds.

However, the playground was ruled ineligible for the state grant because the church, which runs the preschool, is a religious group. The states constitution includes an amendment barring religious groups from receiving taxpayer funds.

The safety of all children matters, whether they attend a religious school or a nonreligious school, Alliance Defending Freedom senior counsel David Cortman stated on Thursday. ADF is representing the church before the Court.

The state of Missouri denied the Trinity Lutheran Child Learning Centers access to a public program that would have made their playground safer  and did so on the basis of religious status, a direct violation of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court precedent, Cortman said.

Opponents of Trinity Lutherans case insist that the states constitution bars churches from receiving taxpayer funds as a measure prohibiting the unconstitutional establishment of religion.

However, supporters of the church insist that the amendment was drafted during a time of anti-Catholicism and was meant as a measure to prevent Catholic schools from receiving the public benefits that the largely-Protestant public school system received.

Today, religious freedom advocates say the amendment is used by secularists to cut off all religious groups from state funding.

Then last week, Gov. Greitens said that churches and religious groups were now eligible for public grants from the states department of natural resources for purposes such as improving recreational facilities and field trips.

Before we came into office, government bureaucrats were under orders to deny grants to people of faith who wanted to do things like make community playgrounds for kids, Gov. Greitens stated, adding thats just wrong.

We have hundreds of outstanding religious organizations all over the state of Missouri who are doing great work on behalf of kids and families every single day. We should be encouraging that work. So, today we are changing that prejudiced policy, he continued.

The states Catholic Conference praised the announcement.

We applaud the Governors move to make sure these non-sectarian DNR grants and programs are available to all children without religious discrimination, Mike Hoey, executive director of the Missouri Catholic Conference, stated.

The announcement is an important step for the state of Missouri away from anti-religious Blaine Amendments, McGuire insisted.

However, the statement did not officially mean that Trinity Lutheran was retroactively eligible for grants for its playground.

Just as todays announcement from the governor states, his new directive doesnt resolve the discriminatory actions that were taken against Trinity Lutherans preschool and the attempt to deny Trinity Lutheran its constitutionally protected freedom to participate equally in society, Cortman stated.

Oral arguments in the case are scheduled for this week, although the Supreme Court last Friday reacted to Gov. Greitens announcement by ordering the church and the state to determine whether or not his new policy would affect Trinity Lutherans eligibility for the playground grants.

The deadline for both parties to submit their letters to the Court is by noon on Tuesday, April 18.

As people across the nation celebrate Holy Week and Passover, Alliance Defending Freedom looks forward to advocating for the equal treatment of all Americans of faith at the Supreme Court, Cortman said.
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U.S. bishops: This Easter season, let yourself be filled with joy

CNA/EWTN News April 17, 2017
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Washington D.C.  Easter is a joyous reminder that Jesus Resurrection overcomes fear and doubt, the U.S. bishops said in their 2017 Easter message.

Through Christs passion, His burial in the tomb and His glorious resurrection, we come to realize the enormity of the Lords sacrifice for us, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, said April 17.

While we may feel unworthy of this love, he said, Let us not be afraid. Lets allow ourselves to be taken  even seized  with Easter joy.

Cardinal DiNardo, who heads the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, reflected on Mary Magdalenes fear and doubt as she stood by the Tomb of Jesus Christ.

There, it was Jesus who rescued Mary from her fears and darkness by calling her name, the cardinal said. Jesus calls out to each of us by name today as He did the very first Easter Sunday. His promise fulfilled. His word brings life, I am the Good Shepherd and I know mine.

Jesus waits for you and me, embracing us in our moments of greatest need and desire, Cardinal DiNardo said. Welcome the love of God into your life. Share it those around you, especially the most vulnerable of our sisters and brothers.

Cardinal DiNardos message was recorded in a video posted to the Facebook page of the U.S. bishops conference.
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Two Arkansas executions called off, but five remain planned

CNA/EWTN News April 18, 2017

[image: news article image](California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation CC 2.0)


Little Rock, AR  Catholics in Arkansas and around the country continue to pray for death row inmates in the state, after courts on Monday blocked two executions in an eight inmate, 10 day flurry of executions planned by the governor.

#SCOTUS upheld stays of execution last night in #Arkansas. But other 5 scheduled this week could still happen, the Catholic Mobilizing Network, which works to end capital punishment, tweeted April 18.

Several courts handed down multiple decisions on Monday and early Tuesday morning, in a complex drama playing out as Arkansas seeks to execute eight men before its supply of midazolam, a sedative used in the lethal injection process, expires at the end of the month.

One inmate, Jason McGehee, had already been granted a temporary stay last week after a parole board recommended clemency. McGehee was convicted of the 1996 killing of John Melbourne, Jr.

Don Davis and Bruce Ward were both scheduled to be executed April 17, but the Arkansas Supreme Court stayed their executions.

Davis was convicted of the 1992 killing of Jane Daniel, and Ward of the 1989 killing of Rebecca Doss.

The men are claimed to have mental health problems, and the United States Supreme Court is due to hear oral arguments next week in a case involving a defendants right to access independent mental health experts during their tiral. The state supreme court granted the stays in light of the pending federal case.

Arkansas appealed the stay on Davis, but did not pursue Wards case.

In the early hours of April 18, the US Supreme Court denied Arkansas application to vacate the stay on Davis execution.

Neither of the men were put to death.

On Monday the Arkansas Supreme Court also made two decisions relating to Pulaski County Circuit Judge Wendell Griffin and his decisions.

Griffin had on April 14 ruled that the states supply of vecuronium bromide, an anesthetic which induces paralysis and which is the second of the states three-drug lethal injection protocol, could not be used in the process.

The drug supplier, McKesson Medical-Surgical Inc., had stated that the drug manufacturer prohibits vecuronium for use in executions, and that Arkansas had purchased it under false pretenses. McKesson discovered that the drug was to be used for executions and demanded the state return the drug, promising a refund. The supplier said it refunded the state, which never returned the drug.

However, Griffin also attended a protest against capital punishment outside the governors mansion on Friday.

On Monday, the Arkansas Supreme Court forbade Griffin from hearing death penalty-related cases, and referred him to the Arkansas Judicial Discipline and Disability Commission to discover if he violated a state code of judicial conduct.

It also vacated Griffins restraining order against the states use of vecuronium bromide.

Meanwhile, the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit vacated April 17 a federal judges preliminary stay of executions which had been handed down April 15.

Federal judge Kristine G. Baker had ruled that the use of midazolam, a sedative, may violate the constitutional ban on cruel and unusual punishments.

The sedative has been used in botched executions, and some medical experts have claimed it is not proven to be effective, thus exposing an inmate to the risk of severe pain as the other drugs are administered.

The eighth circuit appeals court rejected Bakers determination that the executions should be delayed to give courts time to consider whether the use of midazolam is a breach of the Eighth Amendment. The appellate judges wrote that the equivocal evidence recited by the district court falls short of demonstrating a significant possibility that the prisoners will show that the Arkansas protocol is sure or very likely to cause severe pain and needless suffering.

One appellate judge dissented from the eighth circuits decision.

After the US Supreme Court declined to reverse the stay on Davis execution, Governor Asa Hutchinson, a Republican, stated: I am disappointed in this delay for the victims family. While this has been an exhausting day for all involved, tomorrow we will continue to fight back on last-minute appeals and efforts to block justice for the victims families.

McKesson filed a complaint April 18 in Pulaski County Circuit Court seeking a restraining order and injunction to prevent the vecuronium it supplied from being used for something other than a legitimate medical purpose. The case has been assigned to Pulaski County Circuit Judge Alice Gray.

In another case, Baker cancelled an April 18 hearing in which the lawyers for Marcel Williams, who is scheduled to be executed April 24, intended to argue that because of his obesity, Arkansas lethal injection protocol is not likely to kill him and could cause organ damage. Williams was convicted of the 1994 killing of Stacy Errickson.

Baker cited the Eighth Circuits reversal of her earlier stay in her decision to cancel the hearing.

Both Bishop Anthony Taylor of Little Rock and Bishop Frank Dewane of Venice, the chair of the US bishops domestic justice and human development committee, have spoken out against the planned executions.

Arkansas next executions are scheduled to be held the evening of April 20.
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Family of Facebook murder victim: We forgive the killer
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Cleveland, OH  Mourning family members of a Cleveland man whose murder on Easter Sunday was posted online in a Facebook video said that despite their grief, they forgive their fathers killer.

Each one of us forgives the killer. The murderer. We want to wrap our arms around him, said Tonya Godwin Baines in a CNN interview.

She said that it was her slain father who taught her, through the example of his life, how to forgive.

The thing that I would take away the most from my father is he taught us about God. How to fear God. How to love God. And how to forgive.

On Sunday afternoon, 74-year-old Robert Godwin Sr. was shot and killed in Cleveland while walking home from Easter dinner with his family. Police said that the suspect, 37-year-old Steve Stephens, apparently chose his victim at random, and then uploaded a video of the murder to Facebook. The social media network later removed the video.

Following a nationwide manhunt, authorities were notified that Stephens car had been seen in a McDonalds parking lot near Erie, Pennsylvania on Tuesday morning. Stephens shot and killed himself after a brief pursuit, police said.

On Monday night, Anderson Cooper spoke with Godwin Sr.s children in a CNN interview, asking them if there was anything they would like to tell the suspect, who at the time was still at-large.

In addition to encouraging Stephens to turn himself in, Debbie Godwin voiced her forgiveness, saying, (Y)ou know what, I believe that God would give me the grace to even embrace this man. And hug him.

Its just the way my heart is, its the right thing to do. And so, I just would want him to know that even in his worst state, hes loved  that God loves him, even in the bad stuff that he did to my dad  even though hes going to have to go through many things to get better, theres worth in him. And as long as theres life in him, there is hope for him too.

Though shocked and deeply pained by their fathers brutal murder, the children said they felt sorry for his killer.

I honestly can say right now that I hold no animosity in my heart against this man. Because I know that hes a sick individual, Debbie said.

She added that she is able to forgive him because of her faith in God.

I could not do that if I did not know God, if I didnt know him as my God and my savior, I could not forgive that man, she said.
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Supreme Court appears skeptical of state denying benefits to churches

by Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) April 19, 2017
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Washington D.C.  The Supreme Court on Wednesday heard arguments about whether a state benefit program could exclude churches because of their religious status.

Several justices appeared skeptical of Missouris rationale for denying a church preschool access to a reimbursement program intended to encourage safety updates to playground surfaces.

Justices also debated the extent to which public services  including firefighting and security services  can constitutionally be offered to religious organizations.

Justice Elena Kagan stated that theres a constitutional principle for religious institutions to be eligible for certain public programs.

As long as youre using the money for playground services, youre not disentitled from that program because youre a religious institution doing religious things, she said of the case at hand. And I would have thought that thats a pretty strong principle in our constitutional law.

The Supreme Court heard oral arguments Wednesday in Trinity Lutheran Church v. Comer, the most significant religious freedom case of this term so far.

At issue is whether a playground owned by a church and operated by its preschool can be denied access to a state benefit program simply because of the churchs religious status. Other properties of non-profits and secular institutions are eligible for the program.

Trinity Lutheran Church Child Learning Center in Columbia, Missouri, applied for the Scrap Tire Surface Material Grant program within the states department of natural resources, which would have provided reimbursements for making safety upgrades to its playground surfaces with material from used tires.

The state ultimately denied Trinity Lutheran participation in the program because it is run by Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia, after the church was initially ranked fifth out of 44 applicants to receive reimbursements. On the states list of eligible recipients, the church originally scored higher than the ultimate recipient of the grants, the legal group Alliance Defending Freedom has said.

Missouris state constitution forbids taxpayer funding or preferential treatment of churches, an amendment passed at the same time as the federal Blaine Amendment was proposed.

The Blaine Amendment forbade federal funds from going to churches or their schools, and was seen by many as a ban on taxpayer funding of Catholic schools, as the public school system at the time, in the 1870s, was largely Protestant. Other states have similar amendments.

Groups like the American Civil Liberties Union have argued that the amendment is a protection against the unconstitutional government establishment of religion, although the Eighth Circuit said in its ruling that Trinity Lutheran being reimbursed by the state would not be a violation of the Establishment Clause.

The states new governor, Eric Greitens (R), recently announced that religious groups will be eligible for grant programs from the natural resources department in the future, although Trinity Lutheran might not be retroactively eligible for its playground grant.

On Wednesday, David Cortman of the legal group Alliance Defending Freedom argued on behalf Trinity Lutheran. He said that the state had conceded its denial of funding was not facially neutral and was based on their religious character, thus making it discrimination against religion.

Inside the Court on Wednesday, the justices pressed Cortman on whether the playground would be used for religious purposes and if that effectively constituted state funding of religious ministry.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg promptly brought up the Courts 1947 Eberson decision, which said public funding for maintenance of churches or church property was unconstitutional. Cortman replied that the decision also said that churches shouldnt be deprived of all public benefits.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor said she believes that this program is part of the religious ministry of this church. She then asked if the playground surface reimbursement was an establishment of religion if play time at the preschool began with prayer, or if religious ministries took place on the playground.

The churchs case is for a safe surface, Cortman replied, and just because the playground might be used for religious purposes does not mean that it should be ineligible for the funds. If a church school receives public funding, that does not mean that it has to just stop all religion in school, he said.

The Supreme Court in Locke v. Davey drew a narrow distinction, he said, as that case focused on taxpayer funding of education of religious ministers.

Justice Sotomayor pressed Cortman to explain how the churchs free exercise of religion was being unconstitutionally violated, as it would not close its doors just because it had not received a reimbursement for the playground surface.

James Layton represented the states natural resources department, arguing in place of the new Missouri attorney general who recused himself in the case. Layton said that the state amendment is rooted in the 1820 Constitution, which was inspired by Thomas Jeffersons Statute on Religious Freedom from 1786. It was reenacted in the latest version of the states constitution in 1945.

The state has concerns about the churchs eligibility for the program, he said, as a playground resurfacing funded by the state would be a visible physical improvement on church property. The church, he added later, admits it uses the preschool to bring the Gospel to non-members.

Justice Alito asked him if a Jewish synagogue or a mosque, threatened by vandals, asked for a public security detail, would that be a violation of the states constitution. Layton said it would, according to a traditional reading of the constitution.

Justices Stephen Breyer and Kagan followed up, asking him if emergency responses by fire departments or police officers to the school, or public health programs, would be allowed under the states constitution.

Layton admitted that wouldnt be denied, and Breyer then followed up, asking, If it does not permit a law that pays money out of the treasury for the health of the children in the church, school, or even going to church, how does it permit Missouri to deny money to the same place for helping children not fall in the playground, cut their knees, get tetanus, break a leg, et cetera? Whats the difference?

Layton countered that the safety reason, and other health reasons, would not meet exceptions for public benefits for churches.

Justice Neil Gorsuch, the newest addition to the Supreme Court, did not ask many questions save for an exchange with Layton over government discrimination against religious groups in selective and general public programs.

After the arguments, Cortman was optimistic about the reception from the justices.

I think the theme that came out was what we emphasized in our briefs, and that is if the government is going to open up some sort of a neutral benefit program, then it cant discriminate against religious organizations simply because of their religious status, he insisted.

The government should be religion-blind just like its race-blind, he added. When the governments engaging in safety benefit programs, it should want all kids to be safe. It shouldnt matter what their status is, it shouldnt matter where they decide to attend school, and I think thats a principle here that the state violated.
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After court ruling, Tennessee to stop enforcing two pro-life laws

CNA/EWTN News April 20, 2017
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Nashville, TN  The state of Tennessee has agreed to stop enforcing two abortion restrictions which are similar to those in Texas that were struck down by the Supreme Court last year.

State Attorney General Herbert Slatery III, said the laws enforcement will cease immediately in light of the Supreme Courts current case law and to avoid the expense and utilization of resources on continued litigation.

One of the Tennessee laws, introduced to the state in 2012, required doctors who perform abortions to receive admitting privileges at a local hospital in case there were any serious complications during or after the procedure. According to The Tennessean, two abortion clinics were forced to close after physicians failed to receive clearance.

Another restriction was added in 2014, which required clinics performing over 50 surgical abortions a year to meet the same safety requirements as ambulatory surgical care centers.

Supporters of the laws say they help ensure that womens health and safety are protected.

In striking down the similar Texas legislation, the Supreme Court said that the laws were not medically necessary and were an unconstitutional limit on womans right to an abortion.

Three Tennessee clinics challenged the laws in 2015, but a district court agreed to halt the proceedings until the Supreme Court resolved a similar case in Texas last summer. That case led to the abortion regulations being struck down.

The Tennessee attorney generals office says it will continue to defend a separate law requiring a 48-hour waiting period and counseling for those seeking an abortion. That regulation was also challenged in the lawsuits, which will proceed in the court system.

Tennessee is currently debating another pro-life measure. Entitled the Tennessee Infants Protection Act, the proposed legislation would bar abortions of babies who would be able to live outside the womb, except in cases of medical emergency.
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In Missouri, a court decision means lower health standards for abortion clinics

CNA/EWTN News April 21, 2017
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Jefferson City, MO  Stronger medical standards for abortion clinics were thrown out in Missouri by a federal judge who cited a Supreme Court decision on a similar law in Texas.

The Missouri law required abortion clinics to have the same standards as similar outpatient surgical centers. The clinics doctors were also required to have hospital privileges.

U.S. District Judge Howard Sachs of the Western District of Missouri in Kansas City said April 19 that relief should be prompt, given the needs of women seeking abortions and the need for available clinics to serve their needs. He cited the 5-3 ruling of the 2016 Supreme Court decision Whole Womans Health v. Hellerstedt.

Missouri Attorney General Josh Hawley said he would appeal the decision, the St. Louis Dispatch reports.

Today a federal court struck down large portions of Missouri law that protect the health and safety of women who seek to obtain an abortion, he said. Missouri has an obligation to do everything possible to ensure the health and safety of women undergoing medical procedures in state-licensed medical facilities.

The surgical center standards, implemented for abortion clinics in 2007, include wide halls and doorways that can accommodate emergency personnel and equipment; separate male and female changing rooms for personnel; and a recovery room with space for at least four beds with sufficient clearance around each bed.

The law was credited for closing some abortion clinics in the state that could not meet the surgical standards.

There had been only one abortion provider in the state before the judges decision.

Now, Planned Parenthood has said it would start to restore abortion services in Columbia and Kansas City. It plans to begin performing the procedures in Joplin and Springfield.

The U.S. Supreme Courts 2016 ruling said that the Texas law under consideration placed an undue burden on a womans right to an abortion and posed a substantial obstacle to that right without showing the benefit of regulation.

At the time of the decision, Deirdre McQuade, assistant director for pro-life communications at the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, said the court rejected a common-sense law protecting women from abortion facilities that put profits above patient safety.
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Lent is over. Now what?

by Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) April 18, 2017
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Washington D.C.  Chocolate bunnies and marshmallow Peeps have graced the shelves of U.S. stores for weeks in anticipation of Easter, but now that the actual Easter Season has begun, how should Catholics observe it?

We cannot, as Christians, walk out of Easter liturgy and wash our hands of the business. Our life is forever changed, and it can never be what it was, if we believe that a man has walked out of the tomb, said Fr. Hezekias Carnazzo, director of the Institute of Catholic Culture.

Easter Sunday begins the liturgical season of Easter, which continues through the celebration of the Ascension to Pentecost Sunday, 50 days in all. Each day of the Octave of Easter, the first eight days of the season, is a solemnity and ends on the Second Sunday of Easter, or Divine Mercy Sunday.

The Easter Triduum follows the 40-day penitential season of Lent, which is marked by penance, prayer, and almsgiving.

However, once the Triduum is over and Catholics cast off their Lenten penances, what comes next? Was Lent just one big detox program, and is the Easter Season a marathon of steak dinners, chocolate eggs, Netflix binges and bigger bar tabs, while practices of daily Mass and prayer are neglected?

Not so, said liturgical experts, who stressed that Catholics can both celebrate Easter and also grow in their spiritual life.

How do we do that? First, Catholics must remember the spiritual focus of the season, which is on Christs Resurrection and the evangelization that immediately follows from it, Fr. Chrysostom Baer of the Norbertines of St. Michaels Abbey in Orange County, Calif., told CNA.

The apostles were trying to convert the world because Jesus rose from the dead. And they really got the impulse to go at Pentecost, but the message is Jesus died and rose, he said.

This evangelization was powered by a type of evangelical poverty, he said, pointing to the Acts of the Apostles: The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they had everything in common. With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all.

While Easter is not a time for hairshirts and fasting, he clarified, Catholics shouldnt feel like they must abandon good Lenten practices during Easter, if those practices help them be better Catholics  especially if they gave up things that were occasions of sin for them.

The Resurrection should change everything about our lives, Fr. Hezekias insisted, because in the words of St. Paul, since Jesus rose from the dead, death no longer has dominion over Him.

Its no great mystery that God is not able to be controlled by death. The great mystery is that a man walked out of the tomb that day. He was filled with Divine life. Hes the God-man. His divinity destroyed the power of death, but destroyed the power of death over us, he said.

We can say now, we who have been baptized in Him, death no longer has dominion over us, he said. Easter, Pascha, is the Christian life. Death no longer has dominion over us.

This means that the created world has been brought back into communion with God, he said, and that realization should change how we see everything.

I would think the first best way to celebrate the season is to go to daily Mass. That is bar none, the best, Fr. Chrysostom said. Because it really puts you in the mind of the Church, with regard to the season. The prayers change every day, but theyre all focused on the Resurrection.

Catholics should also continue any good practices they fostered during Lent like prayer or almsgiving, he insisted, and should give attention to virtues they cultivated from Lenten penance.

The Easter Season is for fostering those virtues that youve planted during Lent, and allowing them to grow, he said. This requires taking concrete steps and not just vague promises to ensure that good habits are maintained, he added.

For instance, if someone gave alms during Lent, they could resolve to give money to the poor a certain number of times per week, he said.

However, Easter shouldnt just be lived at church, but its got to live out in our everyday lives, Fr. Hezekias told CNA. There must be a more intense realization that every aspect of my life has come into communion with God.

What about reading the Gospel in our homes or singing the Gospel in our homes before we bless the food at the dinner of that Sunday? he suggested.

Another way to do this is for Catholics throw a party, he said, which we can enjoy in a new way having first fasted during Lent.

The reason the Church has us set aside meat [during Lent] is because weve become dependent on those things, Fr. Hezekias explained. The key to the celebration of Easter and Pascha is the re-ordering in our life, that now I eat meat as a gift from God, he said.

If someone has given up meat for 40 days, he explained, they will appreciate its goodness all the more: Suddenly they take a bite of meat, and what do you say? Thank you, God!

And Catholics should party together.

I think what makes a feast really a feast is that its shared, with friends, Fr. Chrysostom said, and where drinks served heightens the conviviality and the joy.

Everyone should be asking themselves right now, who should I invite to my home [during the Easter Season]? Fr. Hezekias said. They should also consider inviting the newly baptized at their parish over to their homes.

Weve forgotten our ability as Christians to go out and really have a party, he said. Our society is starving because of that. Were the ones who are supposed to be showing everyone else what true joy is, but unfortunately weve forgotten it ourselves.

Weve got to re-discover that for the sake of society.
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The ongoing problem of liturgical clericalism

by Msgr. M. Francis Mannion April 18, 2017

[image: news article image]

Since I am considered something of an expert on the matter, I have occasionally been asked the question: What is the fundamental problem today with the Churchs liturgy? My answer is simple: clericalism.

By clericalism I do not mean the existence of a clerical order in the Church (I am after all a cleric myself). By clericalism, I mean an ism, a deformation of something good and necessary  in this case, of something essential to the life of the Church: the liturgical ministry of the ordained.

Liturgical clericalism occurs when the role of those in holy orders overpowers the Churchs rites and disempowers the baptized from the full and active participation in the liturgy for which the twentieth-century liturgical movement and Vatican II called.

Essentially, there are today two kinds of liturgical clericalism: the old-fashioned (a carry-over from pre-Vatican II) and the new fashioned (since Vatican II).

In the old-fashioned kind, the priest assumes unnecessarily the roles of readers, intercessors, or altar servers; the sign of the peace is dropped out; the chalice is withheld from the people; and the laity (especially women) are kept out of the sanctuary as much as possible.

Indeed, in some quarters this kind of pre-Vatican II clericalism seems to be on the rebound, as many younger clergy state a clear preference for the extraordinary (Tridentine) Latin Mass over the ordinary form (the Mass we have had since 1970). In this attitude, little consideration seems to be given to the fact that the people do not understand Latin (this trend goes with a resurgence of an exaggerated theology of priesthood.)

The second kind of liturgical clericalism  the new-fashioned  is very much a product of the post-Vatican II era, and is found today mostly among an older generation of priests. What is often referred to as the talk show style of priestly presidency of the Eucharist serves  like the older kind  to focus unduly on the priestly role and to disenfranchise the people, who have a right to the liturgy of the church in its integrity.

The tendency among priests of this school toward excessive personalization, unpredictable intervention, and textual and ritual experimentation has the effect of compromising the objectivity of the liturgy and turning worship into an exercise of personal priestly expression.

The character of the liturgical life of parishes and communities is fundamentally dependent (like it or not) on priestly leadership. Wise priestly leadership reveres, trusts, and faithfully enacts the official rites, recognizing them as media of divine grace, and it consciously respects the baptismal dignity of the people who worship in and through them.

Old-fashioned clerics need to recognize the values of the Mass of 1970  with it provision of the vernacular, the chalice for the people, and a rite characterized by noble simplicity, and to appreciate the pastoral superiority of this form over the old Latin Mass.

New-fashioned clerics need to learn the importance of respecting the objectivity of the liturgy; attending to the fact that they are servants of the liturgy, not its masters; and the necessity of avoiding anything that is annoying or offensive to the congregation.

These would also do well to recognize the values of the pre-Vatican II liturgy, especially in the area of music, art, and architecture, as well as its solemn and reverent style, when done well  which was not always the case.

All this points out how crucial are seminary formation in liturgical leadership, the ongoing education after ordination of priests in matters of worship, and strong episcopal oversight of the liturgical life of parishes.

Msgr. Mannion is pastor emeritus of St. Vincent de Paul parish in Salt Lake City. He holds a Ph.D. in sacramental theology from The Catholic University of America. He was founding president of The Society for Catholic Liturgy in 1995 and the founding editor of the Societys journal, Antiphon. At the invitation of Cardinal Francis George of Chicago he founded the Mundelein Liturgical Institute in 2000.
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The Benedict Option and the identity/relevance dilemma

by Bishop Robert Barron April 18, 2017
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Rod Drehers The Benedict Option: A Strategy for Christians in a Post-Christian Nation has certainly emerged as the most talked-about religious book of 2017. Within weeks of its publication, dozens of editorials, reviews, op-eds, and panel discussions were dedicated to it. Practically every friend and contact I have sent me something about the book and urged me to comment on it. The very intensity of the interest in the text in one way proves Drehers central point, namely, that there is a widely-felt instinct that something has gone rather deeply wrong with the culture and that classical Christianity, at least in the West, is in a bit of a mess.

Anyone looking for concrete evidence of the crisis doesnt have to look very far or very long. Twenty-five percent of Americans now identify as religion-less, and among those thirty and younger, the number rises to 40%. The majority of people under fifty now claim that their moral convictions do not come from the Bible, and traditional prohibitions, especially in regard to sex and marriage, are being aggressively swept away. In fact, legally speaking, the momentum has shifted so dramatically that now those who defend classical views on sexuality are subject to harassment, even prosecution. For Dreher, the Obergefell Supreme Court decision in regard to gay marriage, which basically unmoored marriage from its Biblical and moral foundations, was the straw that broke the camels back.

Its important to see, moreover, that this was not simply due to a quirk or particularly anti-gay prejudice on Drehers part. That legal determination had such a powerful impact because it expressed, with crystal clarity, the now widespread conviction that morality is essentially a matter of personal decision and self-invention. A reviewer for Commonweal commented that Drehers reaction to the Obergefell decision, though understandable, is disproportionate, given that the twentieth century has witnessed moral outrages far beyond the legalization of same-sex marriage. But this is to miss an essential point. To be sure, atomic bombings and genocide are far graver ethical violations than gay marriage, but in regard to the former, there was, among sane people, a clear consensus that these acts were indeed morally wrong. What has changed is that an agreement across the society regarding the objectivity of good and evil has largely disappeared. As G.K. Chesterton put it a hundred years ago, Men today have lost their way. But this is not surprising, for men have always lost their way. The difference is that now they have lost their address.

And so Dreher recommends the now famous Benedict Option, named for the sixth century saint who, at a time of cultural collapse, withdrew to live the Christian life intensely and intentionally. Christians today, Dreher urges, should acknowledge that the cultural war has largely been lost and should stop spending time, energy, and resources fighting it. Instead, they ought, in imitation of St. Benedict, to rediscover, savor, and cultivate the uniquely Christian form of life. This hunkering down is expressed in a variety of ways: homeschooling of children, the creation of parallel structures, which is to say, societal forms of resistance to the dominant culture, the opening of classical Christian schools where the great moral and intellectual heritage of the West is maintained, the beautiful and reverent celebration of the liturgy, the revival of a sturdy ascetical practice, a profound study of the Bible, the fighting of pornography, challenging the tyranny of the new media, etc. Only through these practices will Christians rediscover who they are; without them, Dreher fears, Christianity will become, at best, faint echo of the dominant secular culture.

As I was reading the book, I kept thinking of the famously unresolvable identity/relevance dilemma. The more we emphasize the uniqueness of Christianity, the less, it seems, the faith speaks to the wider culture; and the more we emphasize the connection between faith and culture, the less distinctive, it seems, Christianity becomes. This problem is on display throughout church history, as the society becomes, by turns, more or less amenable to the faith. In the era when I was coming of age, the period just after the Council, the Church was thoroughly committed to relevance, so committed in fact that it came close to losing its identity completely. Part of the spiritual genius of St. John Paul II was that he struck such a dynamic balance between the poles. Who was more of an ardent defender of distinctive, colorful, confident Catholicism than the Polish Pope? But at the same time, who was more committed to reaching out to the non-Christian world, to secularism, to atheism than he?

In point of fact, the career of Karol Wojtyla sheds quite a bit of light on the advantages and limitations of the Benedict Option. When Wojtyla was a young man, the Nazis and Communists produced a poisonous, even demonic, cultural context, and he was compelled, consequently, to hunker down. With his friends, he formed a clandestine theatre group, which, under cover of darkness and behind locked doors, preserved the great works of Polish drama and poetry, a literature in which the Catholic faith was ingredient. During those dark years, identity was the supreme value. But then, when he became priest, and eventually bishop and Pope, he was properly prepared to unleash the energy he had stored. The result was one of the most dramatic transformations of society in modern history. Better than almost anyone in the Church at the time, he knew how to make the ancient faith relevant to the culture.

So do we need the Benedict Option now? Yes, I would say. But we should also be deft enough in reading the signs of the times, and spiritually nimble enough to shift, when necessary, to a more open and engaging attitude.

Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the founder of Word on Fire Catholic Ministries (wordonfire.org). He is the creator of two award-winning documentary series, Catholicism and Catholicism: The New Evangelization.
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Costly weddings could be crippling for new marriages

by Carl Bunderson (CNA/EWTN News) April 19, 2017
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Denver, CO  Noting the sharply increasing costs of weddings, marriage advocates have begun to urge couples to be less extravagant in their nuptial celebrations for the good of their relationships.

We ran a survey [in early 2013] with a law firm that looked at reasons for not marrying, and the top reason for men was the cost of the wedding, said Harry Benson, an official with the U.K.-based think tank The Marriage Foundation.

Benson said that the average price for the event in the United Kingdom is around $30,000, according to wedding magazines. Such expenses, he told CNA, are definitely a barrier to getting married.

I think the celebrities have set the bar very, very high with all these hyped-up, high profile, highly photographed weddings, very extravagant events. When couples want the big, dream wedding, he added, often its very unrealistic.

The Marriage Foundation was established by British judge Paul Coleridge, an expert in family law. Having seen a stream of human misery pass through his doors, Coleridge decided to launch the charity to promote strong marriages, Benson said.

Part of the promotion of strong marriages, he believes, is focusing more on the marriage than on the wedding.

Melissa Naasko, a Michigan-based wife, mother, and blogger at Dyno-mom, agrees. If I was going to give a bride advice, it would be to focus more on the marriage and less on the wedding, she told CNA.

Naasko advocates celebrations that wont break the budget and put burdensome financial stress on the married couple. She recalled planning the wedding of one of her friends a year ago, helping keep the cost reasonable.

When her friend got engaged, the first piece of advice she gave her was never ever, ever buy a bridal magazine  because theyre all geared just to sell stuff.

Anytime you pick up a bridal magazine, theyre at least 60 percent ads. Youll look and see that all the articles in it are sponsored articles.

Avoiding wedding magazines  and shows such as Say Yes to the Dress  helps brides to pay attention more to what their friends and their family are saying, and it becomes more about the people and less about the stuff.

Theres nothing wrong with having smaller weddings, Naasko urged. And the marriage obviously is the most important part of a wedding.

But one of the reasons its a social event, is because its the public aspect of our lives. Making the wedding itself about people always makes it less expensive.

Not being influenced by all the propaganda that surrounds the wedding mystique, will ultimately benefit the couple, Naasko reflected.

Catholic commentator Matt Archbold added to the discussion in a blog post for the National Catholic Register in May 2013, noting that big weddings  might just be causing heartbreak, damaging society, and hurting peoples faith.

Being engaged for more than a year, saving up the money to splurge on the big day, can put couples in a precarious moral situation, often involving cohabitation, which in turn is linked to higher rates of divorce.

The dream of the lavish Hollywood style wedding is not only ridiculous but harmful to ones faith and society in general, Archbold wrote.

Another factor that can put stress on couples is the societal pressure put on a fianc to spend, on average, two months of his salary  $3500 to $5000  purchasing an engagement ring for his beloved.

The two-month figure was first promoted decades ago by advertisers from the De Beers diamond and mining business, according to Business Insider writer Robin Dhar.

De Beers has effectively held a monopoly on the global diamond market for some 100 years.

Dhar wrote in March 2013 that Americans exchange diamond rings as part of the engagement process, because in 1938 De Beers decided that they would like us to.

The marketing campaign of the company that year pushed the idea that diamonds are a sign of love and affluence, and was massively successful in doing so.

Diamond rings are now given to 80 percent of American fiances on their engagement  mostly because the company which has effectively monopolized the market for diamonds told men they should.

Adding to the financial strain of many couples in the U.S. is student loan debt. A May 2013 survey for the American Institute of CPAs showed that 15 percent of student loan borrowers have postponed getting married because of debt incurred from going to university.

Student loan debt in 2012 averaged nearly $25,000, a figure 70 percent greater than in 2004.

In his comments to CNA, Benson of The Marriage Foundation also touched on the rise in cohabitation, linked to the delay in getting married.

The fundamental issue is that weve normalized cohabitation, which is much more unstable than marriage.

He added that deferring marriage is because weve effectively broken the link between marriage and childbirth.

The Marriage Foundation is focusing its mission on educating couples about the benefits of getting married and having children, and helping them to realize they can have a wedding reception focused on whats important, rather than on extravagant spending.

This article was originally published on CNA June 15, 2013.
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The Catholic Church still cares about Latin

by Hannah Brockhaus (CNA/EWTN News) April 19, 2017
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Vatican City  Existing in some form since several hundred years before Christ, the Latin language seems like an unlikely subject to still be generating brand new research, especially among young scholars.

Nevertheless, the theme this year of the Vaticans humanities-themed contest, the Prize of the Pontifical Academies, is all about Latin. And the final winner  awarded 20,000 euros (more than $21,400)  will be chosen by Pope Francis.

So why does the Catholic Church care so much about promoting the Latin language? For quite a few reasons it turns out.

In the Vatican some of the more important documents issued by the Pope and the Holy See are officially written in Latin, Fr. Roberto Spataro, secretary of the Pontifical Academy for Latin, told CNA. The Churchs standard version of the Bible, called the Vulgate, is also in Latin.

Apart from this very practical reason, he said, through Latin we are also able to be in touch with the vast heritage of the Church throughout the ages and discover that this very language has long been the medium of dialogue between faith and reason.

The 2017 Prize of the Pontifical Academies is sponsored by the Pontifical Council for Culture and the Pontifical Academy for Latin, or Pontificia Acadamia Latinitatis, which was founded by Benedict XVI in 2012 through the motu proprio Latina Lingua.

Pope Benedict  wanted to inspire the universal Church lest it forget Latin is the key of an immense treasure of wisdom and knowledge, Fr. Spataro said.

This is the Churchs most recent document affirming the importance of the study and preservation of Latin, but by no means is it the only one.

In 1962, St. John XXIII issued the apostolic constitution Veterum Sapientia, in which he solemnly stated that Latin has three distinctive characteristics making this ancient language the rightful language for the Roman Catholic Church, Fr. Spataro said.

Just as the Church is by nature catholic, or universal, the Latin language is also international, not belonging to one country or place; and because it is no longer a living language, it is also immutable.

This makes it perfect for dogmatic and liturgical assessments as such intellectual activity requires a lucid language that leaves no ambiguity in expression, he explained.

And finally, it is beautiful and elegant, and the Church is always a lover of arts and culture.

Organized every year by the Pontifical Council for Culture, the 2017 Prize of the Pontifical Academies is on two themes: Methodological proposals for teaching Latin today, and the reception of ancient Christian Latin between the medieval and modern eras.

The first topic is reserved to institutions (academies, schools, associations, foundations, research groups etc.) that are engaged in formative activity among the youth, the Prizes press release states.

The second is for scholars between the ages of 25 and 40 who have produced doctoral theses or publications on the theme in the last five years. The deadline for candidates and institutions to submit applications is May 12.

After a thorough and detailed discussion among the members of the Academy, these two areas are chosen because they are seemingly inspiring, Fr. Spataro said. Many researchers are studying the influence of Classical and Christian Latin throughout the centuries.

Moreover, new and successful methodologies to teach Latin have been adopted in the last years over all the world, he continued, especially the so-called natural method according to which Latin should be taught as a spoken language.

Latins role in the Churchs liturgy is another important aspect of the language.

Fr. Spataro highlighted one point in particular: that the original editions of the liturgical books of the Roman rite are all written in Latin.

This is to ensure the necessary unity in the Churchs official prayer. As a matter of fact, modern translations of these liturgical texts are based on the original Latin one, he pointed out, so it is important that the Church has scholars to read and interpret them.

Fr. Spataro also pointed out that the number of groups who celebrate the extraordinary form of the Roman rite, or the Traditional Latin Mass, has seen continuous growth since Benedict XVI made it clear in 2007 that it had never been abrogated.

In this form of the Mass, Latin is used almost exclusively.

This language, with its rhythm and melodic expression, contributes to create a fascinating atmosphere of sacredness and mystery and helps the celebrants and the participants to grasp the ungraspable, which is God himself, Fr. Spataro reflected.

In addition to his work for the Pontifical Academy for Latin, Fr. Spataro is also part of the Pontificium Institutem Altioris Latinitatis at the Salesian Pontifical University in Rome.

The institute, established by Blessed Paul VI in 1964, is for the profound studies on Latin which in some way or another shapes the face of our Church today, he said.

It is our greatest hope to introduce such wonderful language and tradition to the world, he continued. He hopes there will be more and more students, both lay and clergy from all around the world, of different countries and cultural backgrounds, to come to study with us!
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More than a Day, Easter is a New Way of Life!

by Deacon Keith Fournier April 19, 2017
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Last Saturday I served the Easter Vigil at my parish in Chesapeake, Virginia. As we began, the new flame, representing the Light of Jesus Christ, was lit outside.

Then, I joined Catholic Deacons around the world in carrying that Paschal candle into the dark sanctuary proclaiming The Light of Christ in an ancient and beautiful chant. The faithful drew light from that new Paschal candle inside a dark church and spread it to one another.

The entire sanctuary was soon clothed in light as, one by one, men and women and children received the one light from the Paschal Candle which symbolizes Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.

The symbolism speaks of our mission as Christians in the world. Candle by candle, the light of the Resurrection illuminates the world around us as He who is the Light of the World fills it with His radiance.

As the Liturgy progressed, Deacons around the world sung that ancient hymn of the Church which captures the depth of the mystery we celebrate on Easter, the Exultet, Here is the beginning:

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven. Exult, let Angel ministers of God exult. Let the trumpet of salvation sound aloud our mighty Kings triumph! Be glad let earth be glad as glory floods her. Ablaze with light from her eternal King, let all corners of the earth be glad, knowing an end to gloom and darkness. Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, arrayed with the lightning of His glory, let this Holy Building shake with joy, filled with the mighty voices of the peoples!

The words to this ancient hymn offer us deep insights from the early Church into the meaning of what is called the Paschal mystery  the saving conception, nativity, life, death, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus Christ.

The Easter Vigil Liturgy readings walk us through creation, salvation history, and the new creation in Jesus Christ. The Hebrew Scriptures and then the New Testament unfold for us the great plan of a loving God. The Father who loves us did not leave us in sin  but sent His only Son into the world to save us. Jesus has set us free from the chains of sin and the ravages of death!

God still loves the world He created (John 3:16)

He still sends His Son, Jesus Christ, through the Church, His Body, of which we have all become members by our Baptism. We now live in the Church and go into the world in order to bring all men and women back home to the Church, which is the new world. Christians are not just saved from (sin and death), but saved for a New Way of Living. We are saved for participation in the ongoing ministry of Jesus Christ.

The redemptive mission of the Lord Jesus Christ continues!

This world which God created in love, through the Word, is now being re-created from within  through the Word which was made flesh. Through His Incarnation  the Saving Life, Death and Resurrection of that Word made Flesh  everything begins again, transformed by grace. That includes each one of us who bear the name, Christian.

Jesus Christ is Lord! The One whom the Scriptures proclaim as the first born of a new creation has burst forth from the tomb to begin the New Creation.

Throughout the world, the elect, those prepared through instruction in the faith for Baptism and the Easter sacraments, were Baptized, Confirmed and received the Holy Eucharist; the three Sacraments of initiation.

Then, the candidates, Christians of other communities, whose Baptism the Holy Catholic Church already recognizes, have been prepared for the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist, and are incorporated into the full communion of the Catholic Church.

We are all joined together now, in the Risen Body of the One who conquers death and bathes the world in light! This beautiful Liturgy calls all who are present to renew their own baptism and give themselves afresh to the Lord Jesus Christ in an evangelical encounter.

The Joy of Easter

Joy fills Christians during this celebration. With the eyes of living faith, we witness the power of God, mediated through the Sacraments. Through the saving waters of Baptism, the pouring of the Oil of Chrism and the reception of the most Holy Eucharist, the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, we see and experience Jesus continuing His ministry among us.

The cold hearts of many faithful are set ablaze in the great Easter Flame. In parishes around the world as the baptized came out of those saving waters, the entire Church erupts with Easter joy. As our priests and Bishops confirm them, pouring the Sacred Chrism on their Head  we are all reminded of the utter beauty and treasure of our own Christian faith!

The celebration of these Easter mysteries always make the meaning of life so clear. I am profoundly moved by the beauty of the ancient yet ever new Catholic Christian faith as it is expressed in its Liturgical fullness during the Easter Vigil Liturgy.

Jesus Christ is Alive!

These new brothers and sisters we welcome into the Church know that Jesus Christ is not dead. They know that He has been raised from the dead and lives among us. That He walks among us now, in His Body, the Church. That gives Himself in love for the sake of the world. Do we know this?

With hearts open to the Holy Spirit, we can know, deeply within us that nothing can separate us from that Love incarnated in the Crucified, Risen Son of the True and Living God. The light which filled that once dark cave fills the entire world with hope. The debt has been paid, the last enemy death has been defeated. Hell itself has been conquered.

The captives have been liberated, Love has triumphed. Heavens gates have been opened wide. Jesus is Alive! Those who stand at the Altar of the Cross, in the light of the empty tomb, believing in His promise, shall live forever in Him, beginning now.

The Octave of Easter

With the Mass of Easter day we begin the Octave of Easter. Eight days of feasting on the readings which Holy Mother Church sets out on the table of the Ambo  and receiving the Risen One in the most Holy Eucharist. We are invited to become what we hear and consume.

We hear the marvelous post Resurrection accounts in the Gospels. We follow the extraordinary change which occurred in the early Apostles  as the power of this Resurrection fashioned them into a living witness for the faith. We are reminded of our own calling to be the disciples of Jesus today!

The Easter Season

We celebrate Easter for fifty days  until we celebrate the next great Feast, the Feast of Pentecost. Alleluias will permeate our worship. They are meant to inform our lives. That is because, in the words of the great western Church Bishop, Augustine, We are an Easter people and alleluia is our song.

Everything is different now because that Tomb is empty. We have been raised up with Jesus Christ. We have been made capable, by grace, through faith in the power of the Resurrection, to begin living our lives in a new way  beginning right now!

Have you heard the old adage, He is so heavenly he is no earthly good. I suggest it misses the mark. We are called to be so heavenly  to live our lives so attractively  that we bring Goodness Himself to the earth and move the earth toward its eternal recreation in Him.

Easter is more than a day; it is a way of living our lives in Jesus Christ, and with one another, for the sake of the world.

Because Jesus has been raised!

Heaven has come to earth and earth can now come to heaven. Because He has been raised, the new creation has already begun. The seed of the kingdom is manifested in the Church which is His Risen Body, the sign of the new heaven and new earth.

His Church is the Holy Place of Habitation where all men and women can be set free from the Law of sin and death. In that Church, we live and graze, being fed on His Word and nourished on His Body and Blood, healed by His Oil of Mercy and prepared for eternity.

As we follow Peter and John, whose story we hear proclaimed in our Gospel lesson for Easter Sunday Liturgy, we witness the power of the Resurrection at work in the lives of ordinary men and women who become extraordinary by living their lives in Him.

No longer afraid, these witnesses of the Resurrection, in the words of the Acts of the Apostles, turn the world upside down with their preaching. They became so configured to the Lord that they lived and died like Him, for the sake of the world which is being re-born now, because he has been raised.

So we are reminded that we can turn our own world upside down, right now, today, because the Resurrection makes all things new, beginning now! The implications of the Resurrection unfolded for them as they reflected on His saving life and death and yielded to the work of the Holy Spirit in their own lives.

More than a Day, a Way

They lived a New Way.

So can we  as we come to realize that Easter is more than a day, it is a way. Time became for them a tutor, no longer a tyrant. They learned its lessons at the school of faith. Because the sting of death, sin, had been defeated, death was no longer to be feared but became for them a portal into eternal life and communion with the One who has been raised.

So it is meant to be for each of us who now bear His Name. We are witnesses to the same Resurrection. Time invites us into a field of choice where we can progress in freedom and become configured to Jesus Christ, every day of our lives. The key is encountering Jesus.

He awaits us, daily. The Victorious One whose Holy Resurrection we are celebrating, has taken up residence within us and wants to live in us as we learn to live in Him. He wants to live his life through us, reaching out to a world that is waiting to be born again! We are His messengers and missionaries.

Easter is more than a Day, it is a Way; A Way of living our lives differently now in Him because we have been set free. We are invited to do that by living them daily in His Church. The Church is His Body. The Church is the new world, the world in the course of transfiguration. That world created through Him out of love, but which was lost due to sin, is now being made new!

He came among us and began creation anew. That is why we celebrate this Feast of Feasts. Death has been defeated by His Saving Death. In His Resurrection, we now live no more to die. Darkness has been scattered by the Light which still breaks forth from that empty tomb and is meant to infuse our daily lives with the radiance of Resurrected love.

Live the Easter Way! The Same Holy Spirit which Transformed the Early Church Can Transform You  and me  and all who Yes to the invitation of Jesus Christ the Lord. Let it happen and watch what the Risen Lord can do in you and through you, by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Easter is more than a day. It is a Way. Choose to Live it today!

Happy Easter.

Deacon Keith A. Fournier is Founder and Chairman of Common Good Foundation and Alliance. A member of the clergy, a Roman Catholic Deacon, he is also a constitutional/human rights lawyer and public policy advocate who served as the first and founding Executive Director of the American Center for Law and Justice in the nineteen nineties. He has long been active at the intersection of faith, values, and culture and currently serves as Special Counsel to Liberty Counsel. Deacon Fournier is also a Senior Contributing Writer for THE STREAM.
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Catholic scientists converge in Chicago to ask big questions

CNA/EWTN News April 19, 2017
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Chicago, IL  The first conference of the Society of Catholic Scientists will focus on beginnings: the origin of consciousness, the origin of human language, the origin of the cosmos, and the origin of living things.

Might there be other planets that harbor life  perhaps one of the recently discovered earth-like exoplanets? Might there even be other universes? reads an April 18 announcement of the event.

Almost 100 attendees are expected at the societys inaugural conference will be held April 21-23 at Chicagos Knickerbocker Hotel.

The society, founded in mid-2016, aims to witness to the harmony between the vocation of the scientist and the life of faith. It works to help foster fellowship among Catholic scientists and to provide a resource and discussion forum for those with questions about science and faith, while also adhering to Catholic teaching.

Marissa March, a physicist and researcher from the University of Pennsylvania, will speak to the conference on the topic The Catholic Scientist in the Secular World: What is the meaning of our vocation and how does it distinguish us?

For his part, Father Joachim Ostermann, O.F.M., a Canadian Franciscan who has served as a biochemistry professor, will speak about science in light of the Christian view of the human person.

Other conference speakers include Catholics like Vatican Observatory director Brother Guy Consolmagno, S.J.; Karin berg, an astronomy professor at Harvard University; and Kenneth R. Miller, a biology professor at Brown University.

Non-Catholic speakers include Robert C. Berwick, a computer science professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; and John D. Barrow, a theoretical physicist at the University of Cambridge in the United Kingdom.

Barrow will discuss his views on the origin and evolution of universes, while Berwick will speak on the ideas he and Prof. Noam Chomsky have developed on the beginnings of human language and why they think no other animals have anything like human language.

Besides lectures, there will be meals, social occasions, and a membership meeting at the conference.

The Society of Catholic Scientists has several hundred members. These include top researchers in such astrobiology, evolutionary theory and super-string theory.

Members include American Catholic scientists as well as undergraduate, graduate or postdoctoral students pursuing research in a natural science. The societys president is Stephen M. Barr, a professor of physics and astronomy at the University of Delaware. Its episcopal adviser is Archbishop Charles Chaput of Philadelphia.

The society held its first-ever Gold Mass at the Massachusetts Institute of Technologys chapel on Nov. 15. It chose the term Gold Mass because it is the color of the hoods worn by those graduating with a doctorate in science and because St. Albert the Great, a medieval philosopher with a strong interest in natural sciences, was an alchemist who worked to turn base metals into gold.

That Mass followed the tradition of Masses for other professions, such as Red Masses for lawyers, White Masses for medical professionals, and Blue Masses for police officers.

The Society of Catholic Scientists website is www.catholicscientists.org.
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Niece of Fatima visionaries reflects on her remarkable family

by Elise Harris (CNA/EWTN News) April 20, 2017
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Fatima, Portugal  The niece of Blessed Franciso and Jacinta Marto has voiced excitement for the coming canonization of her relatives, sharing stories of the time of the Fatima apparitions and personal memories of what it was like growing up in a family that had saints among its members.

My family, my grandparents, my parents, all of us always accepted it as a gift from God, Jacinta Pereiro Marto told CNA in an interview.

God chose my uncle and aunt because this is what he wanted, so much that my grandfather used to say that the Virgin wanted to come to Fatima and she chose his children, but that we didnt deserve anything, she said.

Because of this attitude instilled in the family by her grandfather  father to Blessed Francisco and Jacinta Marto  we always lived very simply because God chose, and he chooses who he wants. We dont deserve anything.

Marto, 74, is the daughter of Joao Marto, the brother of Fatima visionaries Bl. Francisco and Jacinta, and she shares the exact same name as her saintly aunt.

Just two years older than Francisco, Joao was the closest in age to the two out of the many Marto siblings.

Bl. Francisco and Jacinta this year will become the youngest non-martyrs in the history of the Church to be canonized after witnessing apparitions of Mary, now commonly known as the Our Lady of Fatima, alongside their elder cousin Lucia dos Santos in 1917.

In her interview with CNA, Marto said that she had the joy of being born in the same family home as Francisco and Jacinta, and to grow up there, since her father Joao continued to live in the house with his elderly parents.

They always instilled in me a great love for God and for the Virgin, a life of simplicity, of belief and of religiosity, she said, speaking of her grandparents.

Their home remains the property of the family, but is now open for visitors and pilgrims to see where the visionaries grew up. Across the street, Marto runs a souvenir shop and a small museum-of-sorts containing original photos and artifacts belonging to the family, including shawls used by Jacinta, the rosary Francisco prayed with before dying, and the bed he passed away in.

Marto said that it is thanks to her grandmother Olimpia Marto, mother of Franciso and Jacinta, that she received the same name as her aunt. Olimpia had wanted a grandchild that shared the exact same name as her saintly daughter, and was told by Joaos wife that the next girl they had would get the name.

So when Marto was born, her grandmother, who was also asked to be her godmother, chose to call her Jacinta.

I feel very happy to be Jacinta, Marto said, explaining that I feel a very strong presence and a great protection from my uncle and aunt. I think that Jacinta and my uncle are protecting me.

I am no one, I sin like the whole world, she said, but I believe they are protecting me, I feel that they and Our Lady protect me.

Recalling memories shared by her father, Marto said Joao had been present with Francisco and Jacinta at the apparition of Mary in Valinhos, which took place in August, but he didnt see anything.

It was only Francisco, Jacinta, Lucia and my father, but he said that even though he opened his eyes and looked, he saw nothing, she said.

Around the time Mary was to appear, Jacinta wasnt there at first, she said, explaining that when Lucia asked him to go find her, Joao didnt want to, because he wanted to see. He eventually went to find Jacinta, and when she arrived Mary appeared, but even though he waited with them, Joao couldnt see anything.

Two months later when the miracle of the sun took place Oct. 13, 1917, Marto said her father, who was only 11 at the time, stayed behind that day because rumors were spreading, likely from other children, that if the miracle of the sun didnt happen the whole family would die.

In order to help the people believe in the authenticity of the apparitions, Lucia had asked Our Lady during the apparition of July 13, 1917, to perform a miracle so people would see that they were true.

However, on that occasion Mary responded by saying that should the children continue to come each month until October, the miracle would occur. So on Oct. 13, the last apparition of Mary to the children, 30-100,000 people gathered to witness the miracle.

News reports and witnesses from the time said the miracle took place when the formerly cloudy sky parted and the sun appeared as an opaque, spinning disk in the sky. Multicolored lights flashed across the landscape and those present before the sun then spun toward earth and then zig-zagged back to its normal position in the sky. Additionally, clothes and mud previously wet from the rain had dried.

But while many members of their family were present for the miracle, Marto said her father stayed at home (because) he was afraid to die if the miracle didnt happen, as the rumors had stated.

At just 11 years old, Marto said her father didnt understand everything that was going on, but that after Francisco and Jacinta died, my father said that he cried a lot, a lot. Because he saw that everything they said was happening.

Speaking of her grandparents, Marto said her grandfather Manuel, father of Francisco and Jacinta, didnt initially understand some of what was happening either, but had always believed his children were telling the truth.

Jacinta was the first one to tell her parents about seeing Mary after coming home from the first apparition, Marto said, explaining that when people began to say the children had made everything up, her grandfather would respond saying: My children are not liars. I taught them, so if they say they saw, I think they saw.

After the first appearance Manuel accompanied his children to the following apparitions, and although he didnt see anything, he said that he heard a sound, like a bee inside a jar.

He was also present for the miracle of the sun, Marto said, explaining that if he believed before, he continued to believe after.

Marto said that for her, this belief was extraordinary, because my grandparents werent at the beatification, none of it. When their children died they were known, but not with the fame of sanctity.

So they thought their children were a little different from the others, but they didnt know how it was going to be. It was a question every day, she said, but noted that her grandfather in particular always believed.

Referring to news of the acceptance of a second miracle allowing for the canonization of her uncle and aunt, Marto said she feels a big joy knowing they will be proclaimed saints. The two will be canonized May 13, during Pope Francis two-day visit to Portugal.

However, she stressed that the news is not only for the family, its for Portugal and the whole world. Because Our Lady came for the world, and they were a message for the world.

I sometimes ask myself how two children that were seven and nine years old managed to capture and respond to the message of God. They had a message and assumed this message, she said, noting that Francisco was all about praising God, adoring God, worshiping God.

Jacinta, however, was primarily concerned with conversion, and wanted that everyone return to God, that everyone convert, that everyone went to heaven.

She lived this in anguish, Marto said, explaining that she often asked herself: we who have all these means of communication, we know what is happening in the world, all the suffering in the world, we see it on television  and what do we do?

At just 7-years-old Jacinta had visions of wars, famines and persecutions, and as a result she assumed the responsibility of offering and making sacrifices so that everyone could be saved.

And us? What are we doing? she said, stressing that with television and social media its not necessary to have a vision of the suffering and tragedy in the world, but we are part of this humanity and we are a bit responsible for everyone. Sometimes we dont think well about this.

Marto said that for her, she believes the core of the Our Lady of Fatimas message is that she came that we might return to God. That we dont forget that God loves us, but that we have to praise him and must give thanks to him.

In addition to this, we must pray for each other, she said, explaining that in her instructions to the children, Mary didnt ask many things that we cant do.

Pointing to the rosary, she said that according to Lucia, Mary asked that people pray it because its an easy prayer, and can be recited at church, in the car or while walking.

If someone isnt able to pray the rosary, Marto suggested at least trying to pray one Hail Mary and Our Father a day, to honor Mary and give thanks to God for being our friend.

God loves us very much and at times sends us his mother to refresh us a bit in order continue, she said, explaining that God wants us to be a bit better every day. Because we are always sinners, we are not perfect, but try to be a bit better every day.

Marto said that she hopes to be present for Pope Francis visit to Fatima for the centenary of the apparitions in May. Having attended the beatification of her uncle and aunt in 2000, she said she also hopes to be present for the May 13 canonization of the visionaries.

She received communion from Bl. Pope Paul VI when he became the first Pope to visit Fatima in 1967, and was also present for the visit of St. John Paul II in 1982, but was farther away.

Although she wasnt able to attend Mass when Benedict XVI came in 2010, she hopes to have a good seat at Mass with Francis, and to be close to him.
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SUNDAY APRIL 23, 2017

Second Sunday of Easter Sunday of Divine Mercy

First Reading (Acts 2:42-47; NRSVCE)

They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; NRSVCE)

R: (1) O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!

Let Israel say,

His steadfast love endures forever.

Let the house of Aaron say,

His steadfast love endures forever.

Let those who fear the Lord say,

His steadfast love endures forever.

R: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!

I was pushed hard, so that I was falling,

but the Lord helped me.

The Lord is my strength and my might;

he has become my salvation.

There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous.

R: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!

The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the Lords doing;

it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

R: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!

Second Reading (1 Pt 1:3-9; NRSVCE)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith  being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire  may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Gospel Reading (Jn 20:19-31; NRSVCE)

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, Peace be with you. After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, Peace be with you. Then he said to Thomas, Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe. Thomas answered him, My Lord and my God! Jesus said to him, Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
 

MONDAY APRIL 24, 2017

Monday of the Second Week of Easter

First Reading (Acts 4:23-31; NRSVCE)

After they were released, Peter and John went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. When they heard it, they raised their voices together to God and said, Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, the sea, and everything in them, it is you who said by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant:

Why did the Gentiles rage,

and the peoples imagine vain things?

The kings of the earth took their stand,

and the rulers have gathered together

against the Lord and against his Messiah.

For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your servants to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus. When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9; NRSVCE)

R: (see 11d) Happy are all who take refuge in the Lord.

Why do the nations conspire,

and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers take counsel together,

against the Lord and his anointed, saying,

Let us burst their bonds asunder,

and cast their cords from us.

R: Happy are all who take refuge in the Lord.

He who sits in the heavens laughs;

the Lord has them in derision.

Then he will speak to them in his wrath,

and terrify them in his fury, saying,

I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill.

I will tell of the decree of the Lord.

R: Happy are all who take refuge in the Lord.

The Lord said to me, You are my son;

today I have begotten you.

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,

and the ends of the earth your possession.

You shall break them with a rod of iron,

and dash them in pieces like a potters vessel.

R: Happy are all who take refuge in the Lord.

Gospel Reading (Jn 3:1-8; NRSVCE)

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God. Jesus answered him, Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above. Nicodemus said to him, How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mothers womb and be born? Jesus answered, Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, You must be born from above. The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.
 

TUESDAY APRIL 25, 2017

Feast of Saint Mark

First Reading (1 Pt 5:5b-14; NRSVCE)

All of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for

God opposes the proud,

but gives grace to the humble.

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

Through Silvanus, whom I consider a faithful brother, I have written this short letter to encourage you and to testify that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. Your sister church in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings; and so does my son Mark. Greet one another with a kiss of love.

Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; NRSVCE)

R: (2) I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord.

I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;

with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.

I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;

your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.

R: I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord.

Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,

your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.

For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord?

Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord?

R: I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord.

Happy are the people who know the festal shout,

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your countenance;

they exult in your name all day long,

and extol your righteousness.

R: I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord.

Gospel Reading (Mk 16:15-20; NRSVCE)

Jesus said to the apostles, Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.

So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it.
 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 26, 2017

Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter

First Reading (Acts 5:17-26; NRSVCE)

The high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that is, the sect of the Sadducees), being filled with jealousy, arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors, brought them out, and said, Go, stand in the temple and tell the people the whole message about this life. When they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and went on with their teaching.

When the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the council and the whole body of the elders of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. But when the temple police went there, they did not find them in the prison; so they returned and reported, We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside. Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were perplexed about them, wondering what might be going on. Then someone arrived and announced, Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people! Then the captain went with the temple police and brought them, but without violence, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; NRSVCE)

R: (7a) The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad.

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

O magnify the Lord with me,

and let us exalt his name together.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me,

and delivered me from all my fears.

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

Look to him, and be radiant;

so your faces shall never be ashamed.

This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,

and was saved from every trouble.

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

The angel of the Lord encamps

around those who fear him, and delivers them.

O taste and see that the Lord is good;

happy are those who take refuge in him.

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

Gospel Reading (Jn 3:16-21; NRSVCE)

Jesus said to Nicodemus, For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.
 

THURSDAY APRIL 27, 2017

Thursday of the Second Week of Easter

First Reading (Acts 5:27-33; NRSVCE)

When the officers had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned them, saying, We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this mans blood on us. But Peter and the apostles answered, We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20; NRSVCE)

R: (7a) The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

O taste and see that the Lord is good;

happy are those who take refuge in him.

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

The face of the Lord is against evildoers,

to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.

When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears,

and rescues them from all their troubles.

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted,

and saves the crushed in spirit.

Many are the afflictions of the righteous,

but the Lord rescues them from them all.

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

Gospel Reading (Jn 3:31-36; NRSVCE)

The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure Gods wrath.
 

FRIDAY APRIL 28, 2017

Friday of the Second Week of Easter

First Reading (Acts 5:34-42; NRSVCE)

A Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, respected by all the people, stood up and ordered the apostles to be put outside for a short time. Then he said to them, Fellow Israelites, consider carefully what you propose to do to these men. For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and disappeared. After him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time of the census and got people to follow him; he also perished, and all who followed him were scattered. So in the present case, I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone; because if this plan or this undertaking is of human origin, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them  in that case you may even be found fighting against God!

They were convinced by him, and when they had called in the apostles, they had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. As they left the council, they rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name. And every day in the temple and at home they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; NRSVCE)

R: (see 4abc) One thing that will I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord.

The Lord is my light and my salvation;

whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;

of whom shall I be afraid?

R: One thing that will I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord.

One thing I asked of the Lord,

that will I seek after:

to live in the house of the Lord

all the days of my life,

to behold the beauty of the Lord,

and to inquire in his temple.

R: One thing that will I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord.

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord

in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord;

be strong, and let your heart take courage;

wait for the Lord!

R: One thing that will I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord.

Gospel Reading (Jn 6:1-15; NRSVCE)

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat? He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, Six months wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little. One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peters brother, said to him, There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people? Jesus said, Make the people sit down. Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost. So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
 

SATURDAY APRIL 29, 2017

Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena

First Reading (Acts 6:1-7; NRSVCE)

During those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word. What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; NRSVCE)

R: (22) Let your steadfast love be upon us, O Lord, even as we hope in you.

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.

Praise befits the upright.

Praise the Lord with the lyre;

make melody to him with the harp of ten strings.

R: Let your steadfast love be upon us, O Lord, even as we hope in you.

For the word of the Lord is upright,

and all his work is done in faithfulness.

He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.

R: Let your steadfast love be upon us, O Lord, even as we hope in you.

Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,

on those who hope in his steadfast love,

to deliver their soul from death,

and to keep them alive in famine.

R: Let your steadfast love be upon us, O Lord, even as we hope in you.

Gospel Reading (Jn 6:16-21; NRSVCE)

When evening came, the disciples of Jesus went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, It is I; do not be afraid. Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.
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