
[image: cover image]


[image: The Catholic Digital News]

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 18JULY 1, 2017

Table of Contents

Cover Image

Copyright Notice

VATICAN NEWS

Apostolic Trip of His Holiness Francis to Colombia on 6-11 September 2017

Audience with participants in the General Chapter of the Congregation of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Resurrectionists)

The Popes words at the Angelus prayer

Cardinal Turkson: Marijuana debate ignores ethical questions

Eucharistic Concelebration with the Cardinals present in Rome on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of the Holy Father

Unity is more than bland uniformity, Pope tells Orthodox

General Audience: Hope, the strength of martyrs

Keep your eyes fixed on the cross, Pope urges new cardinals

Ordinary Public Consistory for the Creation of five new Cardinals

Australian police charge top Vatican official with sexual abuse

Blessing of the Pallia and Eucharistic Celebration on the Solemnity of the Saints Apostles Peter and Paul

St. John XXIIIs relics will visit his home diocese in 2018

Cardinal Pell to take leave while facing abuse charges in Australia

Peter and Paul are the columns on whom the Church rests, Pope recalls

WORLD NEWS

How the Church is helping Christians return to Aleppo

Chinese bishop forcibly removed from diocese still missing

Christian leaders in Zambia warn against government abuses

Terrorists desecrate Eucharist, destroy Catholic chapel in the Philippines

Hope continues for captured Filipino priest sighted alive

U.K. parents lose final appeal to keep baby alive for treatment

Anglicans, Methodists in U.K. consider sharing ministers

Extreme abortion push in U.K. prompts outcry from doctors

U.S. NEWS

U.S. Senate healthcare bill unacceptable as written, bishops warn

Judge halts deportations of Chaldean Christians to Iraq

Supreme Court rules in favor of church in crucial First Amendment case

The bishops have spoken up on two very different issues  and now the Supreme Court will, too

Texting suicide case could impact assisted suicide legislation

Senate health care bill unacceptable, bishop says after budget office report

Father Solanus Casey beatification set for November

Enforcement is key in fight against human trafficking, report says

New U.S. archbishops look forward to serving God in their local Churches

FEATURES

How Catholic culture can thrive on the internet

To understand Pope Francis, you have to understand the Jesuits

Living liturgically as Catholic Christians

A bride and groom; the Bride and the Groom

Why this priest isnt afraid of Christianitys waning influence

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Sunday July 2, 2017

Monday July 3, 2017

Tuesday July 4, 2017

Wednesday July 5, 2017

Thursday July 6, 2017

Friday July 7, 2017

Saturday July 8, 2017


The Catholic Digital News

The Free Weekly Newsmagazine for the Church of the 21st Century

Volume 3, Issue 18 July 1, 2017

Copyright 2017 by LGC Publishing. All rights reserved.

News articles and images originating from the Catholic News Agency, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, and other media outlets have been reproduced with the full permission of their respective copyright holders. All rights reserved.

Scripture readings for Daily Mass have been reproduced from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic Edition. Copyright 1989, 1993 by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission through the Gratis Use Policy of the copyright holder. All rights reserved.

Content editing, cover image design, and digital book creation by P.C. Weber

The Catholic Digital News

Website: catholicdigitalnews.com

New issues of The Catholic Digital News are published every Saturday as free e-book downloads that are released exclusively through this website. Although these files are provided gratis to the public, they remain fully protected under copyright law. Consequently, users should be aware that certain actions are expressly forbidden once an issue of The Catholic Digital News has been downloaded onto a device. These include reproduction or distribution of the file at other websites, over the Internet, or through other media; utilization of the file for commercial use or other unauthorized purposes; disassembly of the file or alteration of its internal code or content; modification of the file to create derivate works; or violation of third-party copyrights on text and images contained within the file. For full compliance, please download issues of The Catholic Digital News for personal use only and refer others to this website instead of sharing downloaded copies.


VATICAN NEWS

Apostolic Trip of His Holiness Francis to Colombia on 6-11 September 2017

The Holy See Press Office June 23, 2017

Vatican City  The complete itinerary for His Holiness Pope Francis apostolic trip to Columbia on 6-11 September 2017 is presented below.

Wednesday 6 September 2017 (Rome, Bogot)

Departure by air from Rome Fiumicino airport for Bogot (11:00)

Arrival in the military area (CATAM) of Bogot airport and Welcome Ceremony (16:30)

Thursday 7 September 2017 (Bogot)

Encounter with Authorities in Plaza de Armas de la Casa de Nario and Address of the Holy Father (09:00)

Courtesy Visit to the President in the Protocol Hall of the Casa de Nario (09:30)

Visit to the Cathedral (10:20)

Blessing of the Faithful from the balcony of the Cardinals Palace and Greeting/Blessing of the Holy Father (10:50)

Meeting with bishops in the Hall of the Cardinals Palace and Address of the Holy Father (11:00)

Meeting with the Directive Committee of CELAM in the Apostolic Nunciature and Address of the Holy Father (15:00)

Holy Mass in the Simon Bolivar Park and Homily of the Holy Father (16:30)

Friday 8 September 2017 (Bogot, Villavicencio, Bogot)

Departure from the military area (CATAM) of Bogot airport for Villavicencio (07:50)

Arrival at the Apiay air base in Villavicencio (08:30)

Holy Mass in the CATAMA area and Homily of the Holy Father (09:30)

Great prayer meeting for national reconciliation in the Parque Las Malocas and Address of the Holy Father (15:40)

Pause at the cross of the reconciliation in the Parque de los Fundadores (17:20)

Departure by air per Bogot (18:00)

Arrival in the military area (CATAM) of Bogot airport (18:45)

Saturday 9 September 2017 (Bogot, Medellin, Bogot)

Departure by air from the military area (CATAM) of Bogot airport for Rionegro (08:20)

Arrival at the Rionegro air base (09:10)

Helicopter transfer to Medellin airport (09:15)

Holy Mass at the Enrique Olaya Herrera airport of Medellin and Homily of the Holy Father (10:15)

Meeting in the Hogar San Jos and Greeting of the Holy Father (15:00)

Encounter with priest, men and women religious, consecrated persons, seminarians, and their families in the La Macarena indoor stadium and Address of the Holy Father (16:00)

Helicopter transfer to the Rionegro air base and departure by air for Bogot (17:30)

Arrival in the military area (CATAM) of Bogot airport (18:25)

Sunday 10 September 2017 (Bogot, Cartagena, Rome)

Departure by air for Cartagena (08:30)

Arrival at Cartagena airport (10:00)

Blessing of the first stone of the houses for the homeless and the work of Talitha Qum in St. Francis of Assisi Square and Blessing of the Holy Father (10:30)

Angelus in front of the Church of St. Peter Claver and Angelus address of the Holy Father (12:00)

Visit to the Shrine House of St. Peter Claver (12:15)

Helicopter transfer from the naval base to the port area of Contecar (15:45)

Holy Mass in the port area of Contecar and Homily of the Holy Father (16:30)

Helicopter transfer to Cartagena airport (18:30)

Farewell Ceremony (18:45)

Departure by air for Rome Ciampino airport (19:00)

Monday 11 September 2017 (Rome)

Arrival at Rome Ciampino airport (12:40)
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VATICAN NEWS

Audience with participants in the General Chapter of the Congregation of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Resurrectionists)

The Holy See Press Office June 24, 2017

Vatican City  At 11:30 this morning, in the Consistory Hall of the Vatican Apostolic Palace, the Holy Father Francis received in audience the participants in the 32nd General Chapter of the Congregation of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Resurrectionists) taking place in Rome from 11 to 25 June 2017 on the theme: Witnesses of the Presence of the Risen Lord: from Community to the World.

The following is the Popes address to those present:

Holy Fathers Address

Dear Brothers,

I am pleased to receive you on the occasion of your General Chapter. I thank the Superior General for his kind words, and through you, I greet all your confrres present in fifteen countries on four continents.

As spiritual sons of Bogdan Janski, the apostle of Polish migrs in France in the nineteenth century, you were founded in order to testify that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is at the basis of the Christian life, to proclaim the need for personal resurrection, and to support the community in its mission of service to the Kingdom of God. In close connection to the charism of the Institute, you have chosen as the theme of this Chapter: Witnesses of the Presence of the Risen Lord: from Community to the World. I would like to reflect with you on three particular phrases.

1. Witnesses of the Presence of the Risen Lord. In a word, missionaries, apostles of the Living One. In this regard, I would propose to you as an icon Mary Magdalene, the apostle to the apostles. On Easter morn, having encountered the risen Jesus, she proclaimed Him to the other disciples. She sought Jesus dead and found Him alive. This is the joyful Good News she brought to the others: Christ is alive and He has the power to conquer death and bestow eternal life.

This brings us to a first reflection. Nostalgia for a past that was rich in vocations and impressive achievements must not prevent you from seeing the life that the Lord is causing to blossom, today too, in your midst. Do not yield to nostalgia, but be men who, moved by faith in the God of history and of life, proclaim the coming of the dawn amid the darkness of the night (cf. Is 21:11-12). Men of contemplation, who, with the eyes of the heart fixed on the Lord, can see what others, caught up in the concerns of this world, cannot. Men capable of proclaiming, with the boldness born of the Spirit, that Jesus Christ is alive and is Lord.

A second reflection is this. Mary Magdalene and the other women who went to the tomb that morning (cf. Lk 24:1-8) were women on the move: they abandoned their nest and set out; they took a risk. The Spirit is calling you too, Brothers of the Resurrection, to be men who set out, to be an Institute on the move towards every human periphery, wherever the light of the Gospel needs to be brought. The Spirit is calling you to be seekers of the face of God wherever it is to be found: not in the tombs  Why do you look for the living among the dead? (v. 5)  but where it lives: in the community and in mission.

2. From Community to the World. Like the disciples of Emmaus, allow the Risen One to walk at your side, both as individuals and in community, especially along the path of disappointment and abandonment (cf. Lk 24:11ff.). This encounter will make you run once more, filled with joy and without delay, to the community, and from the community to the entire world, in order to tell others that The Lord is risen indeed! (v. 34).

Those who believe in the Risen One have the courage to go forth and bring to others the Good News of the resurrection, embracing the risks of testimony, even as the Apostles did. How many people are waiting for this joyful proclamation! It is not right for us to deprive them of it. If the resurrection of Christ is our greatest certainty and our most precious treasure, how can we not run to proclaim it to others?

A concrete way of showing this is fraternal life in community. It entails accepting the brothers the Lord has given us: not those whom we choose, but those the Lord has given us. As the Apostle Paul tells us, now that Christ has risen from the dead, we can no longer look at others from a human point of view (cf. 2 Cor 5:16). We view them and we accept them as a gift from the Lord. Others are a gift not to be taken for granted or looked down upon, but a gift to be received with respect, because in our brothers, especially if they are weak and frail, Christ comes to meet us.

I urge you to be builders of evangelical communities and not merely their consumers. I ask you to make fraternal life in community your primary form of evangelization. May communities be open to mission and flee every form of self-absorption, which leads to death. Do not let problems  for problems will always be there  overwhelm you. Instead, cultivate the mysticism of encounter and, together with the brothers the Lord has given you, as you dwell in the light of the loving relationship of the three divine Persons, seek ways and means to move forward (cf. Apostolic Letter To All Consecrated People, 21 November 2014, I, 2). In a society that tends to reduce everything to flat uniformity, where injustice gives rise to divisions and hostility, in a world torn and aggressive, ensure that the witness of fraternal life and community will never be lacking!

3. Prophets of joy and of Easter hope. The Risen Lord poured out upon His disciples two forms of consolation: interior joy and the light of the paschal mystery. The joy of recognizing the presence of the Risen Jesus draws you into His Person and His will: for this very reason, it leads to mission. The light of the paschal mystery brings new hope, a trustworthy hope, as Pope Benedict XVI has said (Spe Salvi, 2). Risen in order to enable others to rise, set free in order to bring freedom to others, born to new life in order to bring new life to birth in everyone who crosses our path: this is your vocation and mission as Brothers of the Resurrection.

Why do you look for the living among the dead? (Lk 24:5). May these words continually resound in your hearts. They will help you to overcome moments of sadness and will open before you horizons of joy and hope. They will enable you to shatter tombstones, and give you the strength to proclaim the Good News in this culture so often marked by death. If we have the courage to descend to our personal and community tombs, we will see how Jesus can make us rise from them. This will enable us to rediscover the joy, the happiness and the passion of those moments when we first made of our lives a gift to God and others.

Dear brothers, I conclude by repeating something I have often said to consecrated persons, especially during the Year of Consecrated Life: remember the past with gratitude, live the present with passion, and embrace the future with hope. A grateful memory of the past: not archaeology, because charism is always a wellspring of living water, not a bottle of distilled water. A passion for maintaining ever alive and young our first love, Who is Jesus. Hope, in the knowledge that Jesus is with us and guides our steps, even as He guided the steps of our founders.

May Mary, who in a singular way experienced and continues to experience the mystery of her Sons Resurrection, watch over your journey with a Mothers love. I give all of you my blessing. And I ask you, please, not to forget to pray for me. Thank you.
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The Popes words at the Angelus prayer

The Holy See Press Office June 25, 2017

Vatican City  At midday today, the Holy Father Francis appeared at the window of his study in the Vatican Apostolic Palace to pray the Angelus with the faithful and pilgrims gathered in St. Peters Square.

The following is the Popes introduction to the Marian prayer:

Before the Angelus

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

In todays Gospel reading, (cf. Mt 10: 26-33), the Lord Jesus, after calling and sending in mission His disciples, instructs them and prepares them to face the trials and persecutions that they will have to encounter. Going in mission is not tourism, and Jesus warns His disciples: You will be handed over to be persecuted. Thus He exhorts them: So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight  Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul (v. 26-28). They can kill only the body but they do not have the power to kill the soul; do not be afraid of them. Jesus sending the disciples on mission does not guarantee them success, as it does not shelter them from failures and sufferings. They must take into account the possibility of rejection or of persecution. This is rather frightening, but it is the truth.

The disciple is called to conform his life to that of Christ, Who was persecuted by men, Who knew rejection, abandonment and death on the cross. A Christian mission in tranquility does not exist! Difficulties and tribulations form part of the work of evangelization, and we are called to find in them the opportunity to confirm the authenticity of our faith and of our relationship with Jesus. We must regard these difficulties as the possibility to be increasingly missionary and to grow in our trust of God, our Father, Who does not abandon His children in the hour of the storm. In the difficulties of Christian witness in the world, we are never forgotten, but always helped by the Fathers loving concern. Therefore, in todays Gospel, on three occasions Jesus reassures the disciples saying: Have no fear!

In our days also, brothers and sisters, persecution against Christians is present. We pray for our brothers and sisters who are persecuted and we praise God because, despite this, they continue to witness their faith with courage and fidelity. May their example help us not hesitate in taking our position in favor of Christ, witnessing Him courageously in everyday situations, even in apparently tranquil contexts. In fact, a form of test could also be the absence of hostilities and tribulations. In addition to being sheep in the midst of wolves, in our time also the Lord sends us as watchmen in the midst of people who do not want to be awakened from worldly torpor, who ignore the words of the Truth of the Gospel, constructing their own ephemeral truths. And if we move and live in these contexts and say the Words of the Gospel, this is bothersome and we will not be well regarded.

However, in all of this the Lord continues to say to us, as He said to the disciples of His time: Have no fear!. Let us not forget this word: when we experience tribulation or persecution, something that makes us suffer, we must always listen to Jesus voice in our heart: Have no fear! Have no fear; go on! I am with you!. Have no fear of one who derides you and mistreats you; and have no fear of one who ignores or honors you in front of others but behind you goes against the Gospel. There are so many who smile in front of us but behind our backs combat the Gospel. We all know them. Jesus does not leave us alone because we are precious to him. This is why He does not leave us alone: every one of us is precious for Jesus, and He accompanies us.

May the Virgin Mary, model of humble and courageous adherence to the Word of God, help us to understand that, in witnessing the faith, what counts is not our successes but rather our fidelity, fidelity to Christ, recognizing in any circumstances, even the most problematic, the inestimable gift of being His missionary disciples.

After the Angelus

Dear brothers and sisters,

I express my closeness to the population of the Chinese village of Ximno, struck yesterday by a landslide caused by heavy rains. I pray for the deceased and the injured, and for those who have lost their homes. May God console the families and support the rescue workers. I am very close to you.

Today, in Vilnius, Lithuania, the bishop Teofilius Matulionis, killed in hatred of the faith in 1962 at the age of almost 90, was declared Blessed. Let us praise God for the witness of this strenuous defender of the faith and of the dignity of man. Let us greet him, and all the Lithuanian population, with applause.

I greet to all of you, Romans and pilgrims. In particular, I greet the major archbishop, the bishops, the priest and the faithful of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, as well as pilgrims from Belarus, who celebrate the 150th anniversary of the canonization of St. Josaphat. I join spiritually in the divine liturgy that you will shortly celebrate in St. Peters Basilica, invoking from the Lord for each one of you the courage of Christian witness and the gift of peace for the dear Ukrainian land.

I greet altar boys from Komorov, Poland, and other Polish faithful, with a thought also for pilgrims from the Shrine of the Mother of God of Gietrzwald. I greet the Chilean faithful of Santiago del Cile, Rancagua and Copiap, as well as those of Montpellier and Corsica. I greet confirmands from Tombolo and the pilgrimage of the Order of Minims of St. Francis of Paola.

I wish you all a good Sunday and please, do not forget to pray for me. Have a good lunch, and goodbye.
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Cardinal Turkson: Marijuana debate ignores ethical questions

by Elise Harris (CNA/EWTN News) June 26, 2017
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Vatican City  The Vaticans top personality on social justice issues has voiced his concern for the increased demand for drugs, including recreational marijuana, saying debate on the plants usage doesnt take ethical concerns into account.

In a June 26 letter on the occasion of the U.N. International Day against Abuse and Illicit Trafficking of Drugs, Cardinal Peter Turkson lamented the fact that narcotics continue to rage in impressive forms and dimensions throughout the world.

It is a phenomenon that is fueled  not without concessions and compromises on the part of institutions  by a shameful market that crosses national and continental borders, intertwined with mafias and drug trafficking, he said.

Prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, Cardinal Turkson noted that compared to the recent past, drugs have now become a consumer product made compatible with everyday life, with leisure activity and even with the pursuit of well-being.

Pointing specifically to cocaine, he noted that the drug is linked to the spread of heroin, which at 80 percent represents the highest number of new requests for opioid-related treatments in Europe.

However, despite the high numbers for heroin and opioid treatment requests, the cardinal noted that the most commonly consumed recreational drug is cannabis.

The current, raging international debate on the use of the drug tends to overlook the ethical judgment of the substance, by definition negative as with any other drug, he said, pointing to the current focus on its possible therapeutic uses.

This, he stressed, is a field in which we await scientific data to be validated by monitoring periods, as for any experiment worthy of public consideration.

According to September 2016 report from the Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area, which compared marijuana-related statistics from previous years in Colorado to data from 2013-2015, the first years after the legalization of recreational marijuana in the state, the prospects of the drugs increased use are grim.

Not only have the number of marijuana-related deaths, hospitalizations and traffic accidents increased since the drugs recreational use was legalized, there has also been growing concern over marijuana-related crime and a decrease in the IQ of youths who use it.

But before making a firm decision on the issue that is perhaps based on various prejudices, Cardinal Turkson said it would be better to first understand trends in the use of cannabis, related damages and the consequences of regulatory policies in the various countries.

Its especially important to recognize the factors which push the illegal market to develop products intended to affect patterns of consumption and to reaffirm the primacy of the desire that is compulsively satisfied by the substance.

On this point, concern has grown for many that the recreational use of marijuana is often a gateway for youth to become addicted, and eventually move on to other drugs such as cocaine, heroin, ecstasy, or meth.

In addition to voicing his concerns on marijuana, heroin, and the dangers of using them to improve ones wellbeing, Cardinal Turkson also pointed to the risks of other addictive behaviors such as gambling, saying its legalization, even in cases aimed at unmasking its criminal managers, exponentially increases the number of pathological players.

Moreover, taxation by the state is to be considered incompatible from an ethical standpoint and contradictory in terms of prevention, he said, adding that the development of models of intervention and adequate monitoring systems, associated with the allocation of funds, is highly desirable to tackle the phenomenon.

The cardinal noted that as the array of addictions continues to diversify, indifference and at times indirect complicity in this phenomenon contributes to diverting the attention of public opinion and governments, focused on other emergencies.

Plans to fight the increasing demand for drugs often collapse, he said, explaining that the present-day state of addictions shows gaps in planning, policies and prospects, which in turn is a sign of sluggish progress in the face of the drug market, which is highly competitive and flexible to demand, and always open to novelties such as recently-created, extremely powerful synthetic opiates, ecstasy and amphetamines.

It is precisely the growing and widespread consumption of ecstasy that may serve as an indicator of how the use of illicit substances has now spread into everyday areas of life, he said, adding that it could also be an indication of how the ecstasy user no longer identifies with the heroin addict, but with the new profile of the user of multiple substances and alcohol.

Because of this, strategies of intervention cant depend solely on reduced damage, nor can drugs still be considered as a phenomenon that is collusive with social disorder and deviance.

Rather, damage reduction must necessarily involve taking on board both the toxicological aspect and integration with personalized therapeutic programs of a psycho-social nature, without giving rise to forms of chronic use, which are harmful to the person and ethically reprehensible, the cardinal said.

Cardinal Turkson stressed the importance of not seeing the addict as a problem to be solved or as being beyond the hope of rehabilitation.

To consider people as irrecoverable, he said, is an act of capitulation that denies the psychological dynamics of change and offers an alibi for disengagement from the addict and the institutions that have the task of preventing and treating.

It cannot be accepted that society metabolizes drug use as a chronic epochal trait, similar to alcoholism and tobacco, withdrawing from exchange on the margins of freedom of the state and the citizen in relation to substance use, he said.

The cardinal recognized that there is no singular cause of drug use, but rather a panorama of causes including the absence of a family, various social pressures, the propaganda of drug dealers, and even the desire to have new experiences.

Every drug addict has a unique personal story and must be listened to, understood, loved, and, insofar as possible, healed and purified, he said.

We cannot stoop to the injustice of categorizing drug addicts as if they were mere objects or broken machines; each person must be valued and appreciated in his or her dignity in order to enable them to be healed.

For the cardinal, part of this process means finding effective means of prevention, beginning with education.

The scenario which we must all face is marked by the loss of the ancient primacy of the family and the school, the emptying of authority of adult figures and the difficulties that arise in terms of parenting, he said, stressing that this is not time for protagonism, but rather for networks that are capable of reactivating social educational synergies by overcoming unnecessary competition, delegation and forms of dereliction.

To prevent young people from growing up without care, bred rather than educated, attracted by healing prosthetics, as drugs appear to them, all social actors must connect and invest in the shared ground of basic and indispensable education values aiming at the integral formation of the person.

In this regard, educational aspects are crucial, he said, especially during adolescence, when youth are more vulnerable, and at the same time curious and prone to periods of depression and apathy.

Youth look for the vertigo that makes them feel alive, he said, quoting Pope Francis. So, let us give it to them! Let us stimulate all that which helps them transform their dreams into plans, and that can reveal that all the potential they have is a bridge, a passage towards a vocation.

Let us propose broad aims to them, great challenges, and let us help them achieve them, to reach their targets. Let us not leave them alone.

In order to combat the ephemeral happiness of addictions, a creative love is needed, Cardinal Turkson said, as well as the presence of adults capable of both teaching and practicing healthy self-care.

A spiritual vision of existence, projected towards the search for meaning, open to the encounter with others, constitutes the greatest educational legacy that must be handed down between generations, today more than ever, he said.
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Eucharistic Concelebration with the Cardinals present in Rome on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of the Holy Father

The Holy See Press Office June 27, 2017

Vatican City  At 8.00 this morning, in the Pauline Chapel of the Apostolic Palace, the Holy Father Francis presided at the Eucharistic Concelebration with the Cardinals present in Rome, on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of his episcopal ordination.

The following is the homily pronounced by the Pope during the Holy Mass:

Homily of the Holy Father

In the first Letter we have heard how the dialogue continues between God and Abraham, that dialogue that begins with that Go from your country  (Gen 12: 1). And in this continuation of the dialogue, we find three imperatives: Arise!, Look!, Hope!. Three imperatives that mark the road Abraham must travel, and also the way in which he must do so, the inner attitude: arise, look, hope.

Arise!. Get up, walk, do not stay still. You have a task, you have a mission and you must fulfil it on the move. Do not stay seated: get up, on your feet. And Abraham begins to walk. On the move, always. And the symbol of this is the tent. The Book of Genesis says that Abraham went forth with a tent, and when he stopped he pitched his tent. But Abraham had made a house for himself, while there was this imperative: Arise!. He built only an altar: the only thing. To adore Him, He Who ordered him to get up, to go on the road, with his tent. Arise!

Look!. The second imperative. Look around from where you are, to the north and south, to the east and west (Gen, 13: 14). Look. Look to the horizon, do not build walls. Always look. And go ahead. And the mysticism [the spirituality] of the horizon is that the more you go ahead, the farther away the horizon it. Look ahead, head forward, walking, but always towards the horizon.

The third imperative is, Hope!. There is that beautiful dialogue: [Lord], you have given me no children, so a servant in my household will be my heir  A son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir. Hope! (cf. Gen 15: 3-4). And this, said to a man who could not have had offspring, due both to his age and to his wifes barrenness. But he will be your own flesh and blood. And your offspring will be like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted (Gen 13: 16). And a little later: Look up at the sky and count the stars  if indeed you can count them.  So shall your offspring be. And Abraham believed, and the Lord credited to him as righteousness (cf. Gen 15: 5-6). In the faith of Abraham there begins that righteousness that [the Apostle] Paul will carry on in his explanation of righteousness.

Arise! Look! The horizon, no walls, the horizon  hope! And hope is without walls, it is pure horizon.

But when Abraham was called, he had more or less our age: he was about to retire, to rest  . He started at that age. An elderly man, with the burden of old age, that old age that brings pains, illnesses.  But you, as if you were a youngster, get up, go, go! As if he were a scout: go! Look and hope. And this Word of God is also for us, who are about the same age as Abraham  more or less  there are some young ones here, but the majority are at that age  and to us today the Lord says the same thing: Get up! Look! Hope! He tells us that it is not the time to close up our lives, not to bring our history to a close, not to start compiling our history. The Lord tells us that our history is open, still: it is open right up to the end, it is open with a mission. And with these three imperatives He indicates the mission: Arise! Look! Hope!.

Some, who does not wish us well say that we are the gerontocracy of the Church. It is an insult. They do not understand what they are saying: we are not geriatrics, we are grandfathers, we are grandfathers. And if we do not feel this, we must ask for the grace to feel it. Grandparents whom our grandchildren look up to. Grandparents who must give a meaning to their life with our experience. Not grandparents wrapped up in the melancholy of our history, but open to give this. And for us, this arise, look, hope is called dreaming. We are grandfathers called upon to dream and to give our dream to the youth of today: they are in need of it. Because they will take from our dreams the strength to prophesy and to go ahead in their task.

There comes to my mind that passage from the Gospel of Luke (2: 21-38), Simeon and Anna: two grandparents, but how much capacity for dreaming they had, those two! And all this dream they told to St. Joseph, to Our Lady, to the people  And Anna went around chatting here and there, and said, It is He! It is He!, and she told the dream of His life. And this is what the Lord asks of us today: not to close ourselves up, but to give the best of ourselves: they expect this from our experience, from our positive dreams, to carry ahead the prophecy and the work.

I ask the Lord for all of us that He give us this grace. Also for those who have not yet become grandfathers: let us see the president [of bishops] of Brazil, he is a youngster  but he will get there! The grace of being grandfathers, the grace of dreaming, of giving that dream to our young people: they need it.

[At the end of the Mass, before the blessing]

I wish to thank all of you for the words addressed to me by Cardinal Sodano, the dean, with the new vice-dean who is next to him  best wishes! I thank you for this prayer together on this anniversary, asking for forgiveness for my sins, and for perseverance in faith, in hope, in charity. I thank you very much for this fraternal company and I ask the Lord to bless you and accompany you on the road of service to the Church. Many thanks!
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Unity is more than bland uniformity, Pope tells Orthodox

by Elise Harris (CNA/EWTN News) June 27, 2017

[image: news article image]Pope Francis meets with the Delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople in Vatican City on June 27, 2017. (LOsservatore Romano)


Vatican City  Pope Francis met with a delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, saying their journey toward full communion is one that ought to respect their unique traditions  rather than a uniformity that would, in the end, make the Church more boring.

Peter and Paul, as disciples and apostles of Jesus Christ, served the Lord in very different ways, the Pope said June 27.

Yet in their diversity, both bore witness to the merciful love of God our Father, which each in his own fashion profoundly experienced, even to the sacrifice of his own life.

Because of this, since ancient times the Church in the East and in the West has celebrated the feast of the two Apostles together, he said, adding that it is right to jointly commemorate their self-sacrifice for love of the Lord, for it is at the same time a commemoration of unity and diversity.

Pope Francis spoke to a delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, who are currently in Rome for the June 29 celebration of the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul. The Pope is particularly close to the Orthodox Church of Constantinople, and has met with their Patriarch, Bartholomew I, several times since his election in 2013.

In his address to the delegation, Francis said the traditional exchange of delegations on the feast of their patrons is something that increases our desire for the full restoration of communion between Catholics and Orthodox.

This, he said, is something which we already have a foretaste in fraternal encounter, shared prayer and common service to the Gospel.

He noted how in the first millennium, Christians of both the East and West were able to share the same Eucharist and preserve the essential truths of the faith while at the same time cultivating and exchanging a variety of theological, canonical and spiritual traditions founded on the teaching of the apostles and the ecumenical councils.

That experience, Francis said, is a necessary point of reference and a source of inspiration for our efforts to restore full communion in our own day, a communion that must not be a bland uniformity.

Francis then noted how this year marks 50 years since Blessed Pope Paul VI visited Istanbuls Phanar district in July 1967, where the seat of the ecumenical patriarchate is located, to visit Patriarch Athenagoras, as well as the visit of Athenagoras to Rome in October of the same year.

The example of these courageous and farsighted pastors, moved solely by love for Christ and his Church, encourages us to press forward in our journey towards full unity, Francis said.

The Pope then expressed his gratitude for the many occasions on which he has been able to meet with Patriarch Bartholomew, which have taken place largely during his various trips and ecumenical prayer events.

At the end of his speech, Pope Francis noted that in September, a meeting of the Coordinating Committee of the Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church will take place in Leros, Greece.

He voiced his hope that the event will take place in a spiritual climate of attentiveness to the Lords will and in a clear recognition of the journey already being made together by many Catholic and Orthodox faithful in various parts of the world, and that it will prove most fruitful for the future of ecumenical dialogue.

The Pope closed by voicing his hope that with the intercession of Saints Peter, Paul and Andrew, through mutual prayer they would become instruments of communion and peace.
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General Audience: Hope, the strength of martyrs

The Holy See Press Office June 28, 2017

Vatican City  This mornings General Audience took place at 9:25 a.m. in St. Peters Square, where the Holy Father Francis met with groups of pilgrims and faithful from Italy and all over the world.

In his address in Italian the Pope focused on the theme Hope, the strength of martyrs (cf. Mt 10: 16-17.21-22).

After summarizing his catechesis in several languages, the Holy Father addressed special greetings to the groups of faithful present.

The General Audience concluded with the recital of the Pater Noster and the Apostolic Blessing.

Catechesis of the Holy Father

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

Today we reflect on Christian hope as the strength of martyrs. When, in the Gospel, Jesus sends His disciples on their mission, He does not delude them with mirages of easy success; on the contrary, He warns them clearly that announcing the Kingdom of God will always face opposition. And He even uses an extreme expression: You will be hated by all for my names sake (Mt 10: 22). Christians love, but they are not always loved. From the very beginning Jesus places this reality before us: to a greater or lesser degree, the confession of faith takes place in a hostile environment.

Christians are therefore counter-current. It is normal: since the world is marked by sin, which manifests itself in various forms of selfishness and injustice, he who follows Christ walks against the current. Not out of a polemic spirit, but out of faithfulness to the logic of the Kingdom of God, which is a logic of hope, and translates into a style of life base on Jesus indications.

And the first indication is poverty. When Jesus sends His disciples on the mission, it seems as though He takes greater care to denude them than to dress them! Indeed, a Christian who is not humble and poor, detached from the wealth of power and above all detached from the self, does not resemble Jesus. The Christian walks his path in this world with the essentials for the journey, but with the heart full of love. The true defeat for him or for her is to give in to the temptation of revenge and violence, responding to evil with evil. Jesus tells us: I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves (Mt 10: 16). So, without teeth, without claws, without weapons. The Christian must instead be prudent, at times shrewd: these are virtues accepted by the evangelical logic. But violence, never. To defeat evil, one cannot share the methods of evil.

The only force for the Christian is the Gospel. In times of difficulty, one must believe that Jesus stands before us, and that He never ceases to accompany His disciples. Persecution is not a contradiction of the Gospel, but forms part of it: if they persecuted our Master, how can we hope to be spared this struggle? However, in the midst of the whirlwind, the Christian must not lose hope, thinking he has been abandoned. Jesus reassures His own by saying, Even the hairs of your head are all numbered (Mt 10: 30). As if to say that none of the mans sufferings, even the most minute and hidden, are invisible to the eyes of God. God sees, and surely protects; and will give His redemption. There is indeed in our midst Someone who is stronger than evil, stronger than mafias, than obscure networks of those who profit from the skins of the desperate, those who crush others with arrogance  Someone who has always listened to the voice of the blood of Abel shouting from the earth.

Christians must therefore always place themselves on the other side of the world, the one chosen by God; not persecutors, but persecuted; not arrogant, but meek; not peddlers of smoke, but submissive to the truth; not imposters, but honest people.

This faithfulness to the style of Jesus  which is a style of hope  unto death, was given a beautiful name by the first Christians: martyrdom, which means witness. There were many other possibilities offered by the dictionary: it could have been called heroism, or abnegation, or self-sacrifice. And instead the Christians of the earliest times gave it a name with the perfume of discipleship. Martyrs do not live for themselves, not do they combat to affirm their own ideas, and they accept the duty to die only through faithfulness to the Gospel. Martyrdom is not even the supreme ideal f Christian life, because above it there is charity, understood as love of God and of ones neighbor. The Apostle Paul says so clearly in his hymn to charity: If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing (1 Cor 13: 3). Christians are repelled by the idea that suicide bombers can be called martyrs: there is nothing in their aim that can be considered close to the attitude of children of God.

At times, reading the stories of the many martyrs of yesterday and of today  who are more numerous than those of the earliest times  we are astonished by the fortitude with which they faced the test. This fortitude is a sign of the great hope that inspired them: the certain hope that nothing and no-one could separate them from the love of God given to us in Jesus Christ (cf Rm 8: 38-39).

May God always give us the strength to be His witnesses. May He let us live Christian hope especially in the hidden martyrdom of carrying out our everyday duties well and with love.

Thank you.

Greetings in various languages: English

I greet the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors taking part in todays audience, particularly the groups from England, Scotland, Wales, Sweden, Australia, Hong Kong, Indonesia, the Philippines and the United States of America. I especially greet the participants in the Conference for the promotion of the new Program of Priestly Formation, with the assurance of my prayers for their important ministry. Upon all of you, and your families, I invoke joy and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Keep your eyes fixed on the cross, Pope urges new cardinals

by Hannah Brockhaus (CNA/EWTN News) June 28, 2017

[image: news article image]Pope Francis creates five new cardinals during a consistory in St. Peters Basilica on June 28, 2017. (Daniel Ibanez/CNA)


Vatican City  On Wednesday, Pope Francis created five new cardinals, encouraging them to walk with Jesus, keeping their eyes fixed securely on the cross and on the realities of the world, not becoming distracted by prestige or honor.

I speak above all to you, dear new Cardinals. Jesus is walking ahead of you, and he asks you to follow him resolutely on his way. He calls you to look at reality, not to let yourselves be distracted by other interests or prospects, the Pope said June 28.

He has not called you to become princes of the Church, to sit at his right or at his left. He calls you to serve like him and with him.

To serve the Father and your brothers and sisters. He calls you to face as he did the sin of the world and its effects on todays humanity. Follow him, and walk ahead of the holy people of God, with your gaze fixed on the Lords cross and resurrection.

Pope Francis addressed the five bishops he chose to receive a red hat last month, and others present, during an ordinary consistory for the creation of new cardinals in St. Peters Basilica.

He had announced his intention to create the new cardinals during a Regina Coeli address on May 21st.

Immediately following a reading from the Gospel of Matthew and his short reflection, the Pope made the proclamation creating the new cardinals. Afterward they received their red biretta and cardinals ring. At this time they were also assigned a titular church, tying them to Rome.

In his choice of cardinals, Pope Francis has remained true to his vision of a broader, more universal representation of the Church, forged during his last consistory, Nov. 19, 2016, where he created 17 new cardinals from 11 different nations and five different continents.

Among this consistorys picks are Bishop Anders Arborelius of Stockholm, Sweden, and Bishop Louis-Marie Ling Mangkhanekhoun, Apostolic Vicar of Pakse, Laos and Apostolic Administrator of Vientiane, and Archbishop Jean Zerbo of Bamako, Mali.

All three are the first cardinals from their respective countries.

Also noteworthy is his appointment of San Salvadors auxiliary bishop, Jos Gregorio Rosa Chvez, marking the first time the Pope has tapped an auxiliary as cardinal.

Bishop Chvez was chosen over his archbishop, Jose Luis Escobar Alas, for the red hat, showing that Francis, as seen in his previous appointments, is willing to skip over cardinal sees.

In contrast to the other four is Archbishop Juan Jos Omella of Barcelona, Spain. His red hat is not a dramatic departure from tradition, as Barcelona is traditionally a see with a cardinal and Archbishop Omellas predecessor, Cardinal Lluis Martinez Sistach, turned 80 on April 29.

All of the new cardinals are under 80, and therefore eligible to vote in the next conclave.

In his homily, Francis reflected on the Gospel heard during the ceremony, which came from Matthew 10:32-45. In the passage, Jesus and the disciples are walking toward Jerusalem. This is when the third prediction of the Passion of Christ happens, which is nearing.

Jesus was walking ahead of them. This is the picture that the Gospel we have just read presents to us. It serves as a backdrop to the act now taking place: this Consistory for the creation of new Cardinals, he said.

Jesus walks ahead of them with full knowledge of what is going to take place in Jerusalem, but at this moment there is a divide, a distance, between his heart and the hearts of his disciples, which only the Holy Spirit can bridge, Francis said.

He knows this and is patient with them. Above all, he goes before them. He walks ahead of them.

Along the way, though, the disciples become distracted by things which have nothing to do with what Jesus is preparing to do, or with the will of the Father.

They are not facing reality! They think they see, but they dont. They think they know, but they dont. They think they understand better than the others, but they dont  the Pope exclaimed.

For the reality is completely different. It is what Jesus sees and what directs his steps. The reality is the cross.

This reality, Francis continued, is the sin of the world, which the Lord came to take upon himself and to uproot from the world of men and women.

The reality of sin is manifest in the world in the innocent who suffer and die as victims of war and terrorism, in the many forms of human slavery that exist, he said. Its found also in refugee camps, which are more like hell than purgatory, and its in the discarding of people and things that society doesnt find useful.

This, he said, is what Jesus sees as he walks towards Jerusalem.

During his public ministry he made known the Fathers tender love by healing all who were oppressed by the evil one (cf. Acts 10:38). Now he realizes that the moment has come to press on to the very end, to eliminate evil at its root. And so, he walks resolutely towards the cross.

We too, dear brothers and sisters, are journeying with Jesus along this path, he said.

And now, he concluded, with faith and through the intercession of the Virgin Mother, let us ask the Holy Spirit to bridge every gap between our hearts and the heart of Christ, so that our lives may be completely at the service of God and all our brothers and sisters.

After the consistory, Pope Francis and the new cardinals will stop by the Vaticans Mater Ecclesiae Monastery to pay a visit to Benedict XVI, who was not present at the ceremony.

As is customary, the cardinals will then proceed to the atrium of the Pope Paul VI hall where they are formally greeted and congratulated.

The new cardinals will also concelebrate Mass with Pope Francis in St. Peters Square on June 29, the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, the patrons of Rome. At the Mass the Pope will also bestow the pallia on the new metropolitan archbishops appointed during the last year.

The consistory was the fourth of Pope Francis pontificate. With the 5 new cardinals included, the number of voting cardinals comes to 121, and the number of non-voters to 104, for a grand total of 225.
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Ordinary Public Consistory for the Creation of five new Cardinals

The Holy See Press Office June 28, 2017

Vatican City  At 16:00 today, in the Vatican Basilica, the Holy Father Francis held an Ordinary Public Consistory for the creation of five new cardinals, for the imposition of the berretta, the consignment of the ring and the assignment of the title or diaconate.

The celebration began with the greeting, oration and reading of a passage from the Gospel according to Mark (10:32-45). The Pope then pronounced his homily.

The Holy Father then read the formula for the creation of cardinals and solemnly pronounced the names of the new cardinals, announcing the presbyteral or diaconal order. The rite continued with the profession of faith of the new cardinals before the people of God and the oath of fidelity and obedience to Pope Francis and his successors.

The new cardinals, following their order of creation, kneeled before the Holy Father, who imposed upon them the cardinals zucchetto and the berretta, consigned the ring and assigned to each one a church of Rome as a sign of participation in the Popes pastoral care for the city.

After the consignment of the Bull of the creation of cardinals and the assignment of the title or diaconate, the Holy Father Francis exchanged an embrace of peace with each new cardinal.

The following is the text of the Allocution pronounced by the Holy Father Francis during the Consistory:

Allocution of the Holy Father

Jesus was walking ahead of them. This is the picture that the Gospel we have just read (Mk 10:32-45) presents to us. It serves as a backdrop to the act now taking place: this Consistory for the creation of new Cardinals.

Jesus walks resolutely towards Jerusalem. He knows fully what awaits him there; on more than one occasion, He spoke of it to His disciples. But there is a distance between the heart of Jesus and the hearts of the disciples, which only the Holy Spirit can bridge. Jesus knows this, and so He is patient with them. He speaks to them frankly and, above all, He goes before them. He walks ahead of them.

Along the way, the disciples themselves are distracted by concerns that have nothing to do with the direction taken by Jesus, with His will, which is completely one with that of the Father. So it is that, as we heard, the two brothers James and John think of how great it would be to take their seats at the right and at the left of the King of Israel (cf. v. 37). They are not facing reality! They think they see, but they dont. They think they know, but they dont. They think they understand better than the others, but they dont 

For the reality is completely different. It is what Jesus sees and what directs His steps. The reality is the cross. It is the sin of the world that He came to take upon Himself, and to uproot from the world of men and women. It is the innocent who suffer and die as victims of war and terrorism; the forms of enslavement that continue to violate human dignity even in the age of human rights; the refugee camps which at times seem more like a hell than a purgatory; the systematic discarding of all that is no longer useful, people included.

This is what Jesus sees as He walks towards Jerusalem. During His public ministry He made known the Fathers tender love by healing all who were oppressed by the evil one (cf. Acts 10:38). Now He realizes that the moment has come to press on to the very end, to eliminate evil at its root. And so, he walks resolutely towards the cross.

We too, brothers and sisters, are journeying with Jesus along this path. I speak above all to you, dear new Cardinals. Jesus is walking ahead of you, and He asks you to follow Him resolutely on His way. He calls you to look at reality, not to let yourselves be distracted by other interests or prospects. He has not called you to become princes of the Church, to sit at His right or at His left. He calls you to serve like Him and with Him. To serve the Father and your brothers and sisters. He calls you to face as He did the sin of the world and its effects on todays humanity. Follow Him, and walk ahead of the holy people of God, with your gaze fixed on the Lords cross and resurrection.

And now, with faith and through the intercession of the Virgin Mother, let us ask the Holy Spirit to bridge every gap between our hearts and the heart of Christ, so that our lives may be completely at the service of God and all our brothers and sisters.
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Australian police charge top Vatican official with sexual abuse

by Elise Harris (CNA/EWTN News) June 28, 2017
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Vatican City  After years of fighting allegations of sexual abuse and negligence in handling abuse cases, Cardinal George Pell, the Vaticans top finance man, will be charged on multiple counts of abuse, Australian police announced Wednesday.

Pell, who has fervently denied the allegations, will be charged on summons, and will be required to return to Melbourne in July order to answer the charges.

According to the Sydney Morning Herald, Victoria police were the ones who decided to charge the cardinal. In a June 29 statement, Deputy Commissioner Shane Patton said Pell is facing multiple charges in respect to historic sexual offenses, which multiple complaints in each of the charges.

Due to heavy media speculation surrounding the investigation, Patton clarified that the process and the procedures that have been followed in the charging of Cardinal Pell have been the same that have been applied in a whole range of historical sex offenses whenever we investigate them.

There has been no change in any procedures whatsoever, he said, noting that Pell has been treated the same as anyone else.

The deputy commissioner stressed the importance of remembering that none of the allegations that have been made against Cardinal Pell have, obviously, been tested in any court yet.

Cardinal Pell, like any other defendant, has a right to due process and so therefore its important that the process is allowed to run its natural course, he said.

Preserving the integrity of that process is essential to all of us, so for Victoria police its important that its allowed to go through unhindered, and its allowed to see natural justice is afforded to all the parties involved, including Cardinal Pell and the complainants in this matter.

Pell has been summoned to appear before the Melbourne Maginstrates court July 18 for a filing hearing to face the charges, which were served to his legal team Wednesday (Thursday Australian time).

The charging of Cardinal Pell, who in 2013 was tapped to oversee the Vaticans Secretariat for the Economy and is a member of the Council of Cardinals advising Pope Francis, makes him the most senior Vatican official to ever be charged with abuse.

Cardinal Pell was ordained in the diocese of Ballarat in 1966, where he served as a priest and later as a consulter to Bishop Ronald Mulkearns, who oversaw the diocese from 1971-1997. Pell was appointed auxiliary bishop for the archdiocese of Melbourne in 1987, and was named archbishop in 1996.

In February 2016, he testified for the third time before Australias Royal Commission regarding claims that surfaced in 2015 accusing the cardinal of moving known pedophile Gerald Ridsdale, of bribing a victim of the later-defrocked priest, and of ignoring a victims complaint.

Established in 2013, the Royal Commission is dedicated to investigating institutional responses to child sexual abuse.

Despite having testified before the commission twice before on the same charges, Pell was again summoned to return to Australia for deposition in December. However, the cardinals doctor advised against the long flight, due to health issues.

As a result, Cardinal Pell volunteered to appear by way of video conference from Rome. His proposal for the video conference was accepted, and he gave his testimony again with abuse survivors present, who crowd-funded in order to attend the hearing in person.

Shortly before the hearing, abuse allegations surfaced accusing the cardinal of multiple counts of child sexual abuse dating as far back as 1961, which he fervently denied at the time.

In a statement released after the accusations arose, Pell said the allegations are without foundation and utterly false.

At the close of the hearing, the cardinal admitted that he should have done more to protect the children of Australia during his time as a bishop.

One of the things I regret as a Catholic priest is the damage that these crimes do to the faith of survivors, of the victims, and their friends and family, and generally throughout the society, he said, and voiced his willingness to work with authorities.

In a June 29 statement following the announcement of the Victoria police departments decision to charge him, Cardinal Pells office said he has again strenuously denied all allegations.

The statement said Pell would return to Australia as soon as possible to clear his name after consulting with his doctors, who will advise him on his travel arrangements, and that he looks forward to vigorously opposing the charges in court

Pell is set to give a statement to journalists in Rome at 8:30a.m. local time in the Holy See Press Office regarding the announcement of the charges.

This article was updated at 9:12p.m. MST with the official statement from Cardinal Pells office.
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Blessing of the Pallia and Eucharistic Celebration on the Solemnity of the Saints Apostles Peter and Paul

The Holy See Press Office June 29, 2017

Vatican City  On the Solemnity of the Saints Apostles Peter and Paul, at 9:30 in St. Peters Square, the Holy Father Francis blessed the Pallia, taken from the Confession of the Apostle Peter and destined for the metropolitan archbishops appointed during the year. The Pallium will then be imposed upon each metropolitan archbishop by the Papal Representative in the respective metropolitan see.

After the rite of the blessing of the Pallia, the Pope presided at the Eucharistic Celebration with the new metropolitan archbishops.

As is customary on the occasion of the Feast of the Saints Apostles Peter and Paul, patrons of the City of Rome, the Holy Mass was attended by a delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, sent by His Beatitude Bartholomew and led by His Eminence Job, archbishop of Telmessos, accompanied by the Rev. Frs. Ambrosios Chorozidis and Agathanghelos Siskos.

During the Eucharistic Celebration, after the Gospel reading, the Pope pronounced the following homily:

Homily of the Holy Father

The liturgy today offers us three words essential for the life of an apostle: confession, persecution and prayer.

Confession. Peter makes his confession of faith in the Gospel, when the Lords question turns from the general to the specific. At first, Jesus asks: Who do men say that the Son of man is? (Mt 16:13). The results of this survey show that Jesus is widely considered a prophet. Then the Master puts the decisive question to His disciples: But you, who do you say that I am? (v. 15). At this point, Peter alone replies: You are the Christ, the Son of the living God (v. 16). To confess the faith means this: to acknowledge in Jesus the long-awaited Messiah, the living God, the Lord of our lives.

Today Jesus puts this crucial question to us, to each of us, and particularly to those of us who are pastors. It is the decisive question. It does not allow for a non-committal answer, because it brings into play our entire life. The question of life demands a response of life. For it counts little to know the articles of faith if we do not confess Jesus as the Lord of our lives. Today He looks straight at us and asks, Who am I for you? As if to say: Am I still the Lord of your life, the longing of your heart, the reason for your hope, the source of your unfailing trust? Along with Saint Peter, we too renew today our life choice to be Jesus disciples and apostles. May we too pass from Jesus first question to his second, so as to be His own not merely in words, but in our actions and our very lives.

Let us ask ourselves if we are parlor Christians, who love to chat about how things are going in the Church and the world, or apostles on the go, who confess Jesus with their lives because they hold Him in their hearts. Those who confess Jesus know that they are not simply to offer opinions but to offer their very lives. They know that they are not to believe half-heartedly but to be on fire with love. They know that they cannot just tread water or take the easy way out, but have to risk putting out into the deep, daily renewing their self-offering. Those who confess their faith in Jesus do as Peter and Paul did: they follow Him to the end  not just part of the way, but to the very end. They also follow the Lord along His way, not our own ways. His way is that of new life, of joy and resurrection; it is also the way that passes through the cross and persecution.

Here, then, is the second word: persecution. Peter and Paul shed their blood for Christ, but the early community as a whole also experienced persecution, as the Book of Acts has reminded us (cf. 12:1). Today too, in various parts of the world, sometimes in silence  often a complicit silence  great numbers of Christians are marginalized, vilified, discriminated against, subjected to violence and even death, not infrequently without due intervention on the part of those who could defend their sacrosanct rights.

Here I would especially emphasize something that the Apostle Paul says before, in his words, being poured out as a libation (2 Tim 4:6). For him, to live was Christ (cf. Phil 1:21), Christ crucified (cf. 1 Cor 2:2), Who gave his life for him (cf. Gal 2:20). As a faithful disciple, Paul thus followed the Master and offered his own life too. Apart from the cross, there is no Christ, but apart from the cross, there can be no Christian either. For Christian virtue is not only a matter of doing good, but of tolerating evil as well (Augustine, Serm. 46,13), even as Jesus did. Tolerating evil does not have to do simply with patience and resignation; it means imitating Jesus, carrying our burden, shouldering it for his sake and that of others. It means accepting the cross, pressing on in the confident knowledge that we are not alone: the crucified and risen Lord is at our side. So, with Paul, we can say that we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken (2 Cor 4:8-9).

Tolerating evil means overcoming it with Jesus, and in Jesus own way, which is not the way of the world. This is why Paul  as we heard  considered himself a victor about to receive his crown (cf. 2 Tim 4:8). He writes: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith (v. 7). The essence of his good fight was living for: he lived not for himself, but for Jesus and for others. He spent his life running the race, not holding back but giving his all. He tells us that there is only one thing that he kept: not his health, but his faith, his confession of Christ. Out of love, he experienced trials, humiliations and suffering, which are never to be sought but always accepted. In the mystery of suffering offered up in love, in this mystery, embodied in our own day by so many of our brothers and sisters who are persecuted, impoverished and infirm, the saving power of Jesus cross shines forth.

The third word is prayer. The life of an apostle, which flows from confession and becomes self-offering, is one of constant prayer. Prayer is the water needed to nurture hope and increase fidelity. Prayer makes us feel loved and it enables us to love in turn. It makes us press forward in moments of darkness because it brings Gods light. In the Church, it is prayer that sustains us and helps us to overcome difficulties. We see this too in the first reading: Peter was kept in prison; but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the Church (Acts 12:5). A Church that prays is watched over and cared for by the Lord. When we pray, we entrust our lives to Him and to His loving care. Prayer is the power and strength that unite and sustain us, the remedy for the isolation and self-sufficiency that lead to spiritual death. The Spirit of life does not breathe unless we pray; without prayer, the interior prisons that hold us captive cannot be unlocked.

May the blessed Apostles obtain for us a heart like theirs, wearied yet at peace, thanks to prayer. Wearied, because constantly asking, knocking and interceding, weighed down by so many people and situations needing to be handed over to the Lord; yet also at peace, because the Holy Spirit brings consolation and strength when we pray. How urgent it is for the Church to have teachers of prayer, but even more so for us to be men and women of prayer, whose entire life is prayer!

The Lord answers our prayers. He is faithful to the love we have professed for Him, and He stands beside us at times of trial. He accompanied the journey of the Apostles, and He will do the same for you, dear brother Cardinals, gathered here in the charity of the Apostles who confessed their faith by the shedding of their blood. He will remain close to you too, dear brother Archbishops who, in receiving the pallium, will be strengthened to spend your lives for the flock, imitating the Good Shepherd who bears you on his shoulders. May the same Lord, Who longs to see His flock gathered together, also bless and protect the Delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, together with my dear brother Bartholomew, who has sent them here as a sign of our apostolic communion.

Copyright Libreria Editrice Vaticana (vatican.va)
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St. John XXIIIs relics will visit his home diocese in 2018

by Elise Harris (CNA/EWTN News) June 29, 2017
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Bergamo, Italy  The Diocese of Bergamo announced yesterday that next year the body of St. John XXIII will return to the city, his native diocese, for a visit expected to last about two weeks.

In a June 27 statement the diocese announced that Pope Francis had approved the request of Bishop Francesco Beschi of Bergamo for the body of St. John XXIII to return to Bergamo.

Currently exposed for veneration inside St. Peters Basilica, the saints body will likely return to his home diocese around June 3, 2018, to mark the 55th anniversary of his 1963 death.

St. John XXIII was born Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli in Sotto il Monte, a village of Italys Bergamo province, Nov. 25, 1881, as the fourth of 13 children. He was ordained a priest of the Bergamo diocese in 1904, at the age of 22, serving there until he was selected for the Vaticans diplomatic corps and consecrated a bishop in 1925.

In 1953 he was made a cardinal and appointed Patriarch of Venice, and he was elected Bishop of Rome Oct. 28, 1958.

Known commonly as Good Pope John, he is most remembered for his 1963 encyclical Pacem in terris and for his calling of the Second Vatican Council.

He was beatified in 2000, and was canonized April 17, 2014. While two miracles are typically required for a non-martyr saint to be canonized, in the case of Bl. John XXIII, Pope Francis waived the rule and allowed him to be canonized with just one miracle formally approved by the Vatican.

The urn containing his body is expected to stop Bergamo and the Popes small, native town of Sotto il Monte for roughly two weeks. However, the details are still being discussed with the Holy See, and will be announced by the diocese when the decisions are finalized.

In comments coinciding with the announcement of St. John XXIIIs return to Bergamo, Bishop Beschi offered his thanks to Pope Francis for this gesture of paternal love toward our diocese.

To think that Saint Pope John XXIII will return to his land makes me remember what he said just a few months after his election as Pope, in an audience with a group from Bergamo, the bishop said, quoting John XXIIIs wish that the pilgrims always advance in goodness, in virtue, in generosity, so that the people of Bergamo be always worthy of Bergamo.

The presence of the saints relics will challenge both society and the local Church, he said, noting that while the late Pope studied outside of Bergamo, he learned the most essential things during his time growing up in the area.

It is from these roots that St. John XXIII learned to look at the positive aspects more than the negative, and to consider, in relationships with others, what unites more than what divides, he said.

Calling the saint a schoolyard where one is taught to look at life and the future with optimism and to consider people with esteem and confidence, Bishop Beschi urged the people of Bergamo to return to their roots in order to renew that same sap of grace that unites us to him.
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Cardinal Pell to take leave while facing abuse charges in Australia

by Elise Harris (CNA/EWTN News) June 29, 2017
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Vatican City  After Australian police announced that they have charged him on multiple counts of sexual abuse, Cardinal George Pell has maintained his innocence, saying he will take leave from his responsibilities in the Vatican to clear his name.

In comments to journalists during a June 29 news briefing at the Holy See Press Office, Cardinal Pell said that with the permission of Pope Francis, he will be taking leave from his position as the Prefect of the Secretariat of the Economy in order to clear my name.

I am looking forward, finally, to having my day in court. Im innocent of these charges, they are false, he said, adding that the whole idea of sexual abuse is abhorrent to me.

Throughout the two years he has been fighting the accusations, there have been various media leaks and relentless character assassination, he said, insisting he has been consistent and clear in my total rejection of these allegations.

Pell said that he has regularly kept Pope Francis informed of the process. In the past week, the two have spoken on many occasions about my need to take leave to clear my name, he said, voicing his gratitude to the Pope for giving me this leave to return to Australia.

The cardinal said he has already spoken with his lawyers and doctors about how and when he will return to Australia to face the charges.

News of these charges strengthens my resolve, and court proceedings now offer me the opportunity to clear my name and then return here, back to Rome, to work, he said.

Cardinal Pells statement came after the police of Victoria, Australia announced that they are charging him on multiple counts of historical sexual abuse.

The charging of Cardinal Pell, who in 2013 was tapped to oversee the Vaticans Secretariat for the Economy and is a member of the Council of Cardinals advising Pope Francis, makes him the most senior Vatican official to ever be charged with abuse.

He was ordained in the diocese of Ballarat in 1966, where he served as a priest and later as a consulter to Bishop Ronald Mulkearns, who oversaw the diocese from 1971-1997. Pell was appointed auxiliary bishop for the archdiocese of Melbourne in 1987, and was named archbishop in 1996.

In February 2016, he testified for the third time before Australias Royal Commission regarding claims that surfaced in 2015 accusing the cardinal of moving known pedophile Gerald Ridsdale, of bribing a victim of the later-defrocked priest, and of ignoring a victims complaint.

Established in 2013, the Royal Commission is dedicated to investigating institutional responses to child sexual abuse.

Despite having testified before the commission twice before on the same charges, Pell again offered to give his testimony, which he did via video conference from Rome.

Shortly before the hearing, abuse allegations surfaced accusing the cardinal of multiple counts of child sexual abuse dating as far back as 1961, which he has continued to fervently deny.

In a June 29 communiqu released after Cardinal Pell made his statement to journalists, Vatican spokesman Greg Burke said the Holy See learned with regret about the charges filed for decades-old actions that have been attributed to the cardinal.

Having become aware of the charges, Card. Pell, acting in full respect for civil laws, has decided to return to his country to face the charges against him, recognizing the importance of his participation to ensure that the process is carried out fairly, and to foster the search for truth, the communiqu read.

Echoing Pells own statement, Burke affirmed that Pope Francis has granted the cardinal an absence from his duties so he can defend himself, and that in his absence, the Secretariat for the Economy will continue to carry out its work.

The secretaries in the department will remain at their posts to carry forward the dicasterys work donec aliter provideatur, meaning until otherwise provided.

Pope Francis, Burke said, has appreciated Cardinal Pells honesty during his three years of work in the Roman Curia, and is grateful for his collaboration and energetic dedication to the reforms in the economic and administrative sector, as well as his active participation in the Council of Cardinals (C9).

On behalf of the Holy See, Burke voiced respect for the Australian justice system, which will have to decide the merits of the questions raised.

However, at the same time, he said it is important to recall that Card. Pell has openly and repeatedly condemned as immoral and intolerable the acts of abuse committed against minors and has cooperated with Australian authorities in the past, specifically with his depositions before the Royal Commission.

Moreover, the cardinal has been supportive of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors, and as a diocesan bishop in Australia, introduced systems and procedures both for the protection of minors and to provide assistance to victims of abuse.

Burke closed noting that Cardinal Pell will no longer be attending public events while facing the charges, and as such would be absent from the days todays Mass for the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, to be celebrated by Pope Francis and attended by all new metropolitan archbishops appointed during the previous year.
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Peter and Paul are the columns on whom the Church rests, Pope recalls

CNA/EWTN News June 29, 2017

[image: news article image]Pope Francis incenses statues of Ss. Peter and Paul during Mass for their feast in St. Peters Square on June 29, 2017. (Daniel Ibanez/CNA)


Vatican City  Saints Peter and Paul are pillars of the Church and a reminder that God is with us always, Pope Francis said Thursday in St. Peters Square.

The Fathers of the Church liked to compare the holy apostles Peter and Paul to two columns, on which the visible building of the Church rests. Both sealed with their own blood their testimony to Christ of preaching and service to the nascent Christian community, he stated during his June 29 Angelus address on the saints feast.

He reflected on St. Peters deliverance from prison by an angel so that he could complete his evangelizing mission, first in the Holy Land and then in Rome, putting all his energy at the service of the Christian community.

St. Paul similarly experienced hostility to his mission, the Pope said, from both civil authorities and his fellow Jews, from which he was freed by the Lord.

These two deliverances, of Peter and of Paul, reveal the common path of the two apostles, who were mandated by Jesus to announced the Gospel in difficult and in certain cases hostile circumstances.

They both, through their personal and ecclesial stories, demonstrate and say to us, today, that the Lord is always at our side, walking with us, never abandoning us, said Pope Francis.

Especially at the moment of trial, God touches our hand, comes to our aid, and frees us from the threats of our nemeses. But let us recall that our true nemesis is sin, and the Evil One who drives us to it.

He said that when we reconcile with God, especially in the sacrament of Penance, we receive the grace of pardon, we are freed from the chains of evil, and are lightened from the burden of our errors. Thus can we continue our journey of as joyous announcers and witnesses to the Gospel, demonstrating that we ourselves first received mercy.

Pope Francis concluded his address by praying for Rome, the city of the martyrdom of both Saints Peter and Paul.

May the goodness and the grace of the Lord sustain all the Roman people, for they live in fraternity and concord, resplendent in the Christian faith, witnessed to with intrepid love by the holy apostles Peter and Paul.
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How the Church is helping Christians return to Aleppo

by Mara Ximena Rondn (CNA/EWTN News) June 23, 2017
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Aleppo, Syria  Christians who fled Aleppo because of the four year battle for the city are now returning, and in the face of such challenges as poverty, destruction, and a shortages of basic goods, they persevere with the help of the local Church.

Fr. Ibrahim Alsabagh, a Franciscan priest in the city, told CNA that between January and June, 18 Catholic families have returned to Aleppo from places like Armenia, France, Germany, and Venezuela. In addition, 400 Christian families of the Armenian community returned to the area.

He said these families have decided to return because in their host countries they live in poverty and feel like foreigners. Also because they miss the warmth of the Christian community that welcomes, heals, and accompanies each family with all its needs.

When they see they aid that we give to the Christians in Aleppo, they say, Why dont we return home, to our culture, to our society when the bombings have ceased? he said.

Syrias largest city before the countrys civil war began in 2011, control of Aleppo was divided among government and several rebel groups from July 2012 until the Syrian government recaptured the metropolis in December 2016.

The Franciscan said that while rebels have been expelled from the city, unfortunately living conditions have not improved in Aleppo. The only thing that has improved is that there are no more bombings, thank God, but there is still insecurity.

In addition, it is difficult to work because there are few hours in which there is electricity. There is also a small labor force because many young people are gone. There is food, but high prices, he added.

He explained that the economic situation in Aleppo is so difficult that even if the both parents work, it is impossible to get ahead without the help of the Church. There are many needy people and we trust in divine providence.

On the other hand, he indicated that only a third of the Christians have stayed in the city. He stated that the Christians who remained were the poorest. There are also some families who had the firm conviction that what the Lord wants them there because they must fulfill the mission of being a bridge of reconciliation and of bearing witness to Jesus Christ in this land.

Fr. Ibrahim stressed that in the midst of this difficult situation the key is the community that comes out to give people a sign of hope and remains a beacon. They are a very strong support to the family, especially when people feel alone and have left everything to return to their country.

He commented that the Franciscans have developed a project to help Christians rebuild their homes. Since 2016 the order has rebuilt some 470 homes, and this year they have created an office where nine engineers evaluate the cases of families whose houses were damaged in the war.

Fr. Ibrahim added that there are several families who, despite having their homes destroyed, are still required to pay the mortgage on their home to the bank. The church also helps them.

The priest said that the money with which he supports the families comes from many of the people and the families around the world who pray for us and send donations. Even if they are modest, it shows how the Lord works miracles with them.

As St. Francis of Assisi said, we depend on the generosity, the divine providence from which our aid comes. Every day we see this miracle and we thank those who help us with our whole heart.

In addition, the priest said that there are 30 couples who will get married soon, and said that this aid is also for them.

This is a great joy for us, to see that young people get married and say yes to the gift of life. This gives us great consolation, he said. It means that there is a future in Aleppo and a desire for life to conquer death.
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Chinese bishop forcibly removed from diocese still missing

by Hannah Brockhaus (CNA/EWTN News) June 26, 2017
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Vatican City  On Monday the Vatican issued a statement on the situation of the Chinese Bishop Peter Shao Zhumin of Wenzhou, who has not been returned since being forcibly removed from his diocese by the Chinese state May 18.

The Holy See is observing with grave concern the personal situation of Bishop Peter Shao Zhumin of Wenzhou, forcibly removed from his episcopal see some time ago, read the June 26 statement by the Director of the Holy See Press Office, Greg Burke.

The Catholic community of the diocese and his family and friends remain with no news of the bishops whereabouts or of the reason for his removal, the statement continued.

The Vatican-approved Bishop Shao, who is not recognized by the Chinese government, was summoned by their religious bureau on May 18 and has since not been heard from or returned, La Croix International reports.

Following canon law, the Vatican confirmed Bishop Shao as the successor of the Wenzhou diocese on Sept. 21, 2016, following the death of his predecessor, Bishop Vincent Zhu Weifang. Since then he has been removed from the diocese or detained on four different occasions.

He is not a part of the state-run Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CCPA) and is therefore part of the underground church not recognized by the communist government.

The Vaticans statement was issued in response to questions from journalists. There were reports last week claiming that the bishop had been spotted in the local airport with government officials, though the claim has not been substantiated and his present whereabouts are still unknown.

In this respect, the Holy See, profoundly saddened for this and other similar episodes that unfortunately do not facilitate ways of understanding, expresses the hope that Bishop Peter Shao Zhumin may return as soon as possible to the diocese and that he can be assured the possibility of serenely exercising his episcopal ministry, the Vatican statement continued.

We are all invited to pray for Bishop Shao Zhumin and for the path of the Catholic Church in China.

Bishop Shao was first detained, along with three other priests, following the death of his predecessor, Bishop Zhu, preventing him from presiding over the funeral Mass.

He was also detained just one month prior to this current detainment, from April 12-17, which ostensibly was to prevent him from celebrating the Triduum and Easter liturgies, which would have been his first time as head of the diocese.

He is not the only Chinese bishop or Christian to be detained. Persecution of Christians in China varies by province, but certain provinces have seen an uptick in recent years.

In Zhejiang province, where the Diocese of Wenzhou is located, more than 1,500 churches have been desecrated or demolished. Churches in Zhejiang have been ordered to stop displaying crosses and Christians there have been detained.

Overall, the situation of religious freedom in China has deteriorated even more in recent years, the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom noted in its 2017 annual report, as the countrys leader Xi Jingping has further consolidated power and worked to promote the sinicization of religion.
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Christian leaders in Zambia warn against government abuses

CNA/EWTN News June 26, 2017

[image: news article image]Zambian president Edgar Lungu, who was recently rebuked by Christian leaders, addresses the United Nations on Sept. 29, 2015. (Cia Pak/U.N. Photo CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)


Lusaka, Zambia  The leaders of three major Christian groups in Zambia have issued a strongly worded letter on the political state of the country, calling on Zambians to examine our conscience, seek the truth, and work towards bringing back hope to our people.

It also accuses the current administration of being a dictatorship.

The June 16 letter was penned by Archbishop Telesphore George Mpundu of Lusaka, president of the Zambian bishops conference; Alfred Kalembo of the Council of Churches in Zambia; and Paul Mususu of the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia.

If these are not signs of dictatorship, what are they signs of? the letter said. Certainly not of a democratic dispensation!

The letter comes as a response to the arrest of Hakainde Hichilema, leader of the opposition party, the UPND.

The current president, Edgar Lungu, has been accused of rigging last years presidential election. He has been in office since January 2015.

Hichilema was arrested April 10 on charges of treason after his convoy failed to allow the presidential motorcade to pass as both headed to a ceremony in the Western Province. And on June 13, 48 members of the Zambian Parliament were suspended when they boycotted Lungus state of the nation address, the BBC reported.

These events mark an abrupt jump by Zambia onto the international scene, a nation that normally has a reputation for peace and stability. Zambia ranked 87 out of 176 in Transparency Internationals 2016 Corruption Perceptions Index, in the company of Mongolia and Panama.

The countrys Catholic bishops had voiced their opposition to Lungus administration previously.

In their letter, the Zambian Christian leaders lamented Hichilemas arrest and said, With the current state of affairs, it is difficult to see how the UPND can easily recognize the legitimacy of Lungus re-election in August 2016.

Leadership, particularly at the national level, requires integrity, truthfulness, honesty and sincerity. We believe that the political leadership has failed on this score.

Institutional violence is a fundamental measure of a dictatorship, they said. They lamented the use of dogs in Hichilemas arrest, noting that canine forces were a frequent characteristic of the British occupation in Zambia.

The State Police brought along dogs of the German shepherd breed that defecated in the vehicle meant to carry Hakainde Hichilema.

Hichilema was allegedly subject to torture and kept in inhumane conditions before even receiving a guilty verdict, the leaders said. They also offered their thoughts and prayers for a number of other political prisoners being held by the government.

They also noted that outrage over the arrest had been expressed in many countries, including the US, Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa, and in the EU. They also committed their communities within Zambia to fighting on the side of good.

We are fully aware, they stated, that more often than not, the fight for Justice is not a path filled with many pilgrims, but is a lonely journey by courageous leaders and a small number of followers.

The letter at multiple points quotes John 8:32, The Truth will set you free. Freedom of the press, according to the letter, is under assault in the country. They noted the closing or fixing of various major news outlets in the country, and maintain that the presence of 80 radio stations, online newspapers and independent television stations in Zambia does not mean press and media freedom.

They also defended their charge that the arrest shows dictatorial qualities in the government.

It is not the numbers of the afflicted victims that count. It is the principle, they said.

The dictum that God knows how to count only up to one when it comes to his children is the truth that makes us realize just how each one of us is important in Gods eyes.

At the close of the letter, the Christian leaders tone became outright mournful.

Indeed, what has happened to us as a nation? the bishops lamented. Where are our values as human beings and as Christians? Is this what it means to be a Christian Nation?

In concluding, the Christian leaders made a number of demands of the government, including that we expect H.E. Mr. Edgar C. Lungu, to act as Republican President whose aim is not only to protect the good of the members of his party (the PF), but also and more importantly, be the guardian of ALL ZAMBIANS, regardless of their political affiliation.

We firmly believe that this nation can overcome all our current political differences through genuine dialogue aimed at true reconciliation and nation building.
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Terrorists desecrate Eucharist, destroy Catholic chapel in the Philippines

by Hannah Brockhaus (CNA/EWTN News) June 27, 2017
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Manila, Philippines  Last week, members of a terrorist group destroyed a Catholic chapel, desecrating consecrated hosts and religious icons, during a nine-hour long attack on the town of Malagakit in southern Philippines.

The June 21 attack was reportedly carried out by about 300 gunmen of the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters, known as BIFF, which has pledged allegiance to the Islamic State. In the siege they also robbed houses and stores at gunpoint, causing the displacement of hundreds of residents.

Residents were also forced to flee after being caught in a fire-fight between BIFF and government forces, according to Realan Mamon, the police chief of Pigkawayan town, where Malagakit is located.

He told the Associated Press that he had a report that gunmen were occupying a school as well, although it wasnt immediately apparent if people were trapped inside by the fighting or taken hostage.

In the chapel, which is nearby a school also destroyed in the attack, the militants used hammers to destroy religious icons and vital fixtures. They also desecrated consecrated hosts.

Cardinal Orlando Quevedo of Cotabato decried the act Saturday, saying that he condemns in the strongest terms possible the wicked desecration of the Catholic Chapel of Malagakit in the parish of Pigcawayan 

If the BIFF wants to have an image as a respecter of all religions, it must punish its members who perpetrated the odious desecration in Malagakit and educate all its members in strictly respecting other religions, he continued.

Cardinal Quevedo urged the Catholic faithful of Malagakit to restore the sacred space of their chapel, asking for the prayers of the entire Archdiocese for peace and harmony among all believers of all religions.

Some leaders of the town, such as Salvador Almonia, Jr., a chairman of Malagakit, have hypothesized that the attack on the chapel was intended to create division between the towns Catholics and Muslims, who currently live together peacefully.

That was meant to sow anger among us. We will not respond the way the BIFF want us to respond to that despicable act, he said.

The vice governor of North Cotabato, Shirlyn Macasarte-Villanueva, urged Muslim and Christian residents to disregard attempts to sow division between them.

Let us be sober and continue with the friendship and solidarity that we have. We just have to be vigilant and we need to help each other prevent a repeat of the incident, Macasarte-Villanueva said Thursday.

The attack follows a May 22 siege on parts of a city on Mindanao in the Philippines, where militants burned several buildings, including the Catholic cathedral and the bishops residence.

At the cathedral, they took hostages including a Catholic priest and a group of church-goers, threatening to kill them if the nations military does not cease its current offensive against them.

They are also said to have freed more than 100 inmates from prisons in the city. The fighting has reportedly killed at least 20 people in the city.

The attack was carried out by militants of the Maute group, which was formed in 2012 and pledged allegiance to the Islamic State in 2015. The militants violence began after a failed army and police raid to capture Isnilon Hapilon, a local Islamist leader.
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Hope continues for captured Filipino priest sighted alive

CNA/EWTN News June 27, 2017
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Marawi, Philippines  Captured priest Father Teresito Chito Suganob was seen alive on Sunday in a part of a Philippines city under Islamist militant control, Agence France Presse reports.

We dont have details of his health. We were just told that he was sighted alive, military spokesman Lt. Col. Jo-Ar Herrera told reporters in Marawi, citing reports from rescued civilians.

Militants of the Maute group stormed the city of Marawi, on the island of Mindanao, May 23. The group, formed in 2012, pledged allegiance to the Islamic State in 2015.

The militants still have about 100 civilian hostages, whom they use as human shields, ammunition carriers, and stretcher-barriers.

Father Suganob, who is vicar general of the Marawi territorial prelature, was featured in a video released one week after his capture. He appealed to President Rodrigo Duterte to withdraw the army and stop the airstrikes.

Several bishops, including Cardinal Orlando Quevedo of Cotabato, have appealed for the hostages release.

Most of the citys 200,000 people have fled since its occupation. Nearly 400 people have been killed in the fighting in Marawi.

The city is mostly Muslim. An eight-hour truce on Sunday allowed residents to celebrate the end of Ramadan, but military air and artillery bombardment of militant enclaves resumed with the truces end.

The government has said some of the militants appear to be from abroad, including countries like Russia, Indonesia, and Malaysia. Herrera said there are indications other slain militants have come from the Middle East.

The militants violence began after a failed army and police raid to capture Isnilon Hapilon, a local Islamist leader. Their initial attack burned several buildings, including the Catholic cathedral and the bishops residence.

Share this article

Original article with sharing options:Link
 

WORLD NEWS

U.K. parents lose final appeal to keep baby alive for treatment

CNA/EWTN News June 28, 2017
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London, England  A final appeal to allow continued life support for a U.K. baby whose parents want to seek experimental treatment in the U.S. has been rejected by the European Court of Human Rights.

According to the BBC, the European Court judges agreed on the decision to withdraw life support, stating that the experimental treatment would only expose the baby, Charlie Gard, to continued pain, suffering and distress, while adding no prospects of success.

A legal battle has been ongoing since early March, after Charlie was diagnosed with Mitochondrial Depletion Syndrome  an extremely rare disease which progressively weakens muscles and causes brain damage.

Specialists in the U.S. offered Charlie nucleoside therapy, an experimental treatment, which his parents were hoping would be a second chance for their son, and asked the court to keep him on life support.

Charlies parents  Chris Gard and Connie Yates  had raised nearly $1.6 million on GoFundMe, an online fundraising site, to cover the experimental treatment in the U.S.

The nearly 11-month-old baby is thought to be one of only 16 people in the world who suffer from Mitochondrial Depletion Syndrome. He has thus far suffered severe brain damage and is only able to survive by a feeding tube and an artificial ventilator.

Charlies life support machine is expected to be turned off within the next few days. His parents have said that the money they raised will be donated to a charity to help other children with their sons condition.

Charlies case was initially taken up by the Family Division of the High Court at the beginning of March.

A decision was reached in April, with the judge, Justice Francis, saying, There is unanimity among the experts from whom I have heard that nucleoside therapy cannot reverse structural brain damage. I dare say that medical science may benefit, objectively, from the experiment, but experimentation cannot be in Charlies best interests unless there is a prospect of benefit for him.

The judge applauded the efforts of Charlies parents, praising their absolute dedication to their wonderful boy, from the day that he was born, but still made the decision to pull life support from the child.

An appeals court agreed with the lower court in a May ruling.

However, the lawyer for Charlies parents maintained that the experimental treatment would not cause further harm or suffering. And the young boys mother Connie told the BBC that even if the experimental treatment did not help her son, she would like to be a stepping stone in developing a treatment that might save the lives of other babies with similar diseases.

We just want to have our chance. It would never be a cure but it could help him live. If it saves him, amazing. I want to save others. Even if Charlie doesnt make it through this, I dont ever want another mum and their child to go through this, she said.
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Anglicans, Methodists in U.K. consider sharing ministers
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[image: news article image]St. Matthews Church in Rastrick, which is shared by Anglicans and Methodists. (Tim Green via Flickr CC BY 2.0)


London, England  The Methodist Church in Britain and the Church of England announced Sunday that each ecclesial community is considering a proposal that would enable the sharing of clergy between them.

Jonathan Baker, the Anglican bishop of Fulham, said that (t)he separation between Anglicans and Methodists in Great Britain is a tear in the fabric of the Body of Christ. The proposals made in this report are offered as a means of helping to repair that tear.

The proposal, Mission and Ministry in Covenant, would in effect largely end the approximately 200-year-old division between the communities.

Methodism began in the 18th century as a movement within the Church of England, and broke off from the Anglican communion shortly after the 1791 death of one of its founders, John Wesley.

The Methodist Church in Britain currently ordains no bishops, and is instead headed by a conference, of whom the president is an ordained minister and the vice president a lay person. However, under the proposal being considered, the conference would be headed by a president-bishop, who will likely be ordained by a panel of three Anglican bishops.

In the Church of England, the proposal would mean the abandonment of 350-year-old laws stating that only ordained ministers may hold office in the Church.

Under the agreement, both denominations will maintain their governing structure. The Church of England governs on a diocesan system, where the Methodist Church in Britain is divided into districts and is largely oriented toward local communities.

After the birth of Methodism, the denomination in Britain became characterized by loosely associated non-conformist churches, hence the lack of an episcopal leadership model. However, in 1932, the non-conformist churches united as the Methodist Church in Britain but maintained their local approach. The denomination also emphasizes collegiality between the clergy and the laity.

The seeds for reunion between the ecclesial communities were first laid in 1946, when the Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury called for the Methodists to begin ordaining bishops. However, Anglo-Catholics  a group of Anglicans who strive to keep the Church largely aligned with Catholic theology and practice  in 1972 resisted this move due to differences in the clerical treatment of men and women.

The first woman to join the Anglican priesthood in Britain was ordained in 1994, after a 1992 measure passed the Anglican General Synod permitting female ordination. The Methodist Church has long allowed for female clerics.

More important strides have been taken since the beginning of this century. Mission and Ministry in Covenant has been under preparation for 14 years, since 2003 when the two communities signed a national covenant committing them to work toward fuller unity.

One of the last remaining barriers to full communion between the denominations fell in 2015 with the Church of Englands first ordination of a female bishop. While this step allowed for the reunification of the two British denominations, it poses a significant barrier between them and reunification with the Catholic Church.

The merging of the denominations also signals a significant moment in British politics. The Church of England has long been aligned with the center-right Conservative Party, and the Methodists with the center-left Labor Party.

According to the Daily Mail, the Church of England has in the past been called the Tory Party at prayer, and the Labor Party has been said to owe more to Methodism than to Marx. These two parties comprise the dominant force in British politics: the Conservatives occupy 317 of the 650 seats in the House of Commons, and the Labor Party occupies 262.

Methodist churches in Britain have recently faced a severe decline in worshippers. According to the Daily Mail, they have lost a third of their members in the last 12 years, and in 2016 had only about 188,000 regular church-goers.

Share this article

Original article with sharing options:Link
 

WORLD NEWS

Extreme abortion push in U.K. prompts outcry from doctors

CNA/EWTN News June 30, 2017
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London, England  In response to an ongoing effort in the U.K. to allow abortions to take place up to birth, a massive group of doctors and medical students signed a letter denouncing the controversial campaign.

Over 1,400 medical associates addressed the British Medical Association, saying that a change in policy wont reflect the opinions of all the medical staff or majority of women in Britain  and that its also an extreme measure that could damage the BMAs reputation.

We represent a variety of positions on the issue of abortion, but believe this motion is out of keeping with both our duties as responsible professionals and the expressed wishes of British women with regards to the legality and regulation of abortion, the letter reads.

The motion was debated on June 27 at the associations annual meeting. If passed, the measure would implement an increase in the accessibility of abortions from the current law of 24 weeks, potentially offering abortions from anywhere between 28 weeks until birth.

The proposal would also allow for abortions to be offered for any reason, a distinct difference from the current law which requires previous consultation.

In their letter, the medical staff cited a recent study from ComRes, which showed that a large majority of woman in the U.K. would in fact rather have abortion restrictions increased rather than decreased.

The letter also referenced the intense backlash received by the Royal College of Midwives, which announced last year that it supports abortion under any reason, even up to birth.

Many commentators on this controversy were pro-choice but recognized that taking this position was an extreme move, and the outrage caused reputational damage both to the Royal College of Midwives and to the wider midwifery profession.

Professor John Campbell, a 35-year long member of the BMA as well as a supporter of the letter, wrote a June 26 article to the Daily Mail, noting that the damages from abortion have already been tremendous and that the new measure pose an even greater threat to women and children.

Since the procedure was legalized in the U.K. in 1967, over eight million unborn infants have been aborted, Campbell said. He then noted that interpretation of the countrys abortion law has shifted from defense of a womens safety to abortions on demand.

But increasing the availability of abortions ultimately threatens the mental health and well-being of women, especially if they are not counseled through the process properly, Campbell said.

He cited recent news of a 22-second consultation given to a woman at a Maria Stopes center, saying many women choose abortion simply because they were not given enough time to talk it through.

The BMA is the trade union for doctors, and works to promote medical and health legislation in the U.K. Established in 1832, there are now an estimated 156,000 doctors and even more medical students.

The effort to lessen the countrys abortion restrictions was debated by 500 members, but the results have not yet been made public.
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U.S. Senate healthcare bill unacceptable as written, bishops warn

by Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) June 23, 2017
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Washington D.C.  The U.S. bishops conference has warned that the proposed Senate health care bill will put serious burdens on poor families and is unacceptable as written.

After the draft of a Senate health care bill was finally released on Thursday, Bishop Frank Dewane of Venice, chair of the U.S. bishops domestic justice and human development committee, stated that this proposal retains many of the fundamental defects of the House of Representatives-passed health care legislation, and even further compounds them.

He had previously explained, in a March letter to members of Congress, how the House bill was problematic for vulnerable populations such as the poor, the seriously ill, and the elderly.

After the Senate draft, known as the Better Care Reconciliation Act, was released June 22, he reiterated that it is precisely the detrimental impact on the poor and vulnerable that makes the Senate draft unacceptable as written.

After the House narrowly voted May 2 to pass its own version of a health care reform bill, the U.S. bishops wrote to Senators urging them to reject the grave deficiencies of the American Health Care Act.

The bishops had asked the Senate to reject major changes to Medicaid, to retain protections for human life, to increase tax assistance for those with low-income and the elderly, to retain a cap on health care plan costs for the elderly, to protect immigrants, and to add health care protections.

Senate Republicans released the draft version of their bill after weeks of anticipation and controversy that the draft was being worked on behind closed doors. The bill would repeal much of the Affordable Care Act.

A major sticking point for pro-life groups and the U.S. bishops was Hyde Amendment-language protecting taxpayer subsidies from being used to pay for abortions.

However, pro-life leaders are concerned  or are even certain  that the pro-life language will be removed by the Senate Parliamentarian before the bill reaches the Senate floor.

This could happen because the language might be determined to be not pertaining to the rules of budget reconciliation. Since the bill may be passed through the budget reconciliation process  thus requiring a simple majority vote, rather than the normal 60 votes needed to bring it to the floor for a vote  its measures would need to be ruled as pertaining to the budget.

Senate Republicans can also afford no more than two members of their party voting against the bill, as no Democrats are expected to support it. Several moderate Republicans in the chamber have voiced concern about the bill, and four conservatives have said the draft does not go far enough in repealing the Affordable Care Act.

The draft also strips Planned Parenthood of taxpayer funding and redirects that funding to community health centers which do not provide abortions.

Jeanne Mancini, president of March for Life, approved of the Planned Parenthood language but added that the reality is that necessary pro-life protections in this bill will be stripped by the Senate Parliamentarian, as we have now publicly heard from two Senators.

The Washington Examiner reported Wednesday that Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine) and Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) both admitted that the Senate Parliamentarian would not approve of the pro-life language being used in a bill passed by reconciliation.

If this happens, one of the most egregious aspects of Obamacare  tax credits for plans covering abortion  will continue under this Administration and Congress, Mancini continued.

Pro-life groups have insisted that the Affordable Care Act ushered in a massive expansion of abortion funding through tax credits paying for abortions and federally-subsidized plans offering abortion coverage, without sufficient guarantees that the subsidies were not being used themselves to pay for the abortion coverage.

While President Obama issued an executive order forbidding taxpayer dollars from funding abortions under the health care law, many  including then-president of the U.S. bishops, the late Cardinal Francis George of Chicago  insisted that would not offer sufficient guarantee against taxpayer dollars funding abortions.

A 2014 GAO report found that in five states, all the taxpayer-subsidized plans offered on the health exchanges covered abortions, thus leaving no choices for those who wanted a health plan on the exchanges which did not include abortion coverage.

Furthermore, the report found that 15 insurance issuers and one state exchange were not billing abortion coverage separately from other coverage in federally-subsidized plans, thus leaving open the possibility that federal dollars were going to fund abortion coverage.

The expectations of the pro-life movement have been very clear: The health care bill must not indefinitely subsidize abortion and must re-direct abortion giant Planned Parenthoods taxpayer funding to community health centers, Susan B. Anthony List president Marjorie Dannenfelser and Family Research Council president Tony Perkins said in a joint statement released Friday.

The Senate discussion draft includes these pro-life priorities, but we remain very concerned that either of these priorities could be removed from the bill for procedural or political reasons, they added.

We are working closely with our pro-life allies in the Senate to prevent this from happening as it could result in our opposition.

Bishop Dewane echoed those concerns that the pro-life language could be stripped from the bill. He insisted as well that full Hyde protections are essential and must be included in the final bill.

Moreover, there are other serious problems with the Senate draft legislation that carry over from the House bill, he maintained.

Changes to Medicaid could cut vital coverage for low-income families; conscience protections for everyone in the health care system are lacking; and access for immigrants to health care would not be furthered, he said, which the bishops pointed out as one of the problems in the Affordable Care Act when it was passed in 2010.

The per-capita cap on Medicaid dollars to states would limit Medicaid funding based on the populations of the states themselves, and then connects yearly increases to formulas that would provide even less to those in need than the House bill, the bishop stated.

These changes will wreak havoc on low-income families and struggling communities, and must not be supported, he stated.

While efforts to assist people living at an above the poverty line are laudable, he continued, the proposed bill stands to cause disturbing damage to the human beings served by the social safety net.

The bill would phase out the expansion of Medicaid more gradually than did the Houses version, but the program would see larger cuts in the long run under the Senates plan.

Bread for the World, a social welfare organization of Christians that advocates for the ending of hunger the US and abroad, was also critical of the Senate bills changes to Medicaid, saying it will increase hunger and poverty domestically.

Rolling back the Medicaid expansion at a slower rate still means that millions of vulnerable Americans will lose their health care coverage, said David Beckmann, Bread for the Worlds president. Without health insurance, people must often choose between putting food on the table and receiving the medical care they need.

He charged that any senator who supports this bill will be voting to take away health insurance from the elderly, people with disabilities, and children.

Bishop Dewane also said the bill fails, as well, to put in place conscience protections for all those involved in the health care system, protections which are needed more than ever in our countrys health policy, he stated.

For instance, the bill could set up conscience protections for religious organizations that refuse to comply with previous mandates that coverage for sterilizations and contraceptives be provided in their employee health plans, the bishop noted. Or doctors who conscientiously refuse to perform abortions or gender-transition procedures could be protected against federal or state mandates that they do so.

The Senate should now act to make changes to the draft that will protect those persons on the peripheries of our health care system, Bishop Dewane stated.
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Judge halts deportations of Chaldean Christians to Iraq

by Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) June 23, 2017
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Detroit, MI  A district court judge on Thursday halted the deportation of more than 100 Iraqis, including many Chaldean Christians, who were recently picked up by immigration officers and detained.

We are thankful and relieved that our clients will not be immediately sent to Iraq, where they face grave danger of persecution, torture or death, Michael Steinberg, legal director of the ACLU of Michigan, which represented the Iraqi nationals, stated in response to the ruling.

On Sunday, June 11, U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement began picking up Iraqi nationals in the Detroit metropolitan area who had previous criminal records.

Ultimately, 114 Iraqis were picked up, some reportedly at their homes in front of their families and others in public places like restaurants. They were detained and informed of their immanent deportation.

Many of the detainees were Chaldean Christians, and members of the local Chaldean Church were dismayed at the arrests.

ICE stated that the detainees had criminal records and although they had entered the U.S. legally and had not yet become citizens, they were no longer eligible for full citizenship. Furthermore, they had been ordered for removal by a federal judge, although in some cases the orders were reportedly decades old.

Iraq had previously refused to accept the Chaldeans, in some cases, for humanitarian reasons, Thursdays decision read.

However, they recently agreed to accept them as part of a deal with the U.S. that removed Iraqs place on a list of countries where foreign nationals were barred from traveling to the U.S., except in special cases, as part of President Donald Trumps immigration executive order.

Bishop Francis Kalabat of the Chaldean Catholic Eparchy of St. Thomas the Apostle of Detroit insisted that many of those who were detained were responsible residents since they had served their time in prison, and that many of the crimes had been committed decades prior to the June 11 arrests.

Pleas to stay the deportations reportedly reached the highest levels of government. The ACLU represented the Chaldeans in court, filing a habeas corpus action petition on their behalf, while the Knights of Columbus and members of Congress wrote Secretary of Homeland Security John Kelly.

Leading U.S. bishops also wrote Secretary Kelly, advocating for a stay on the deportations until Iraq could guarantee the safety of religious minorities.

Returning religious minorities to Iraq at this time, without specific plans for protection, does not appear consistent with our concerns about genocide and persecution of Christians in Iraq, a letter by Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of Houston-Galveston, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, along with Bishop Oscar Cantu of Las Cruces, chair of the U.S. bishops international justice and peace committee, and Bishop Joe Vasquez of Austin, chair of the bishops migration committee, stated.

The persecution that the Christian and Chaldean Catholic community has faced in Iraq is well- documented, they added. The deportations to this same country, under such scrutiny for abuse and genocide of Christian and other minorities, seems to run counter to what is happening in other parts of our government.

Lawyers for the detainees insisted that under the Convention Against Torture they should not be sent back to a country where they have a reasonable expectation of persecution.

Furthermore, since the detainees have already served their prison sentences for their previous crimes, we believe it would not be just or humane to deport a person who has integrated into American life and poses no evident risk to the local community, the bishops continued.

This past week, Bishop Kalabat noted in a Facebook post that Chaldean Catholic Patriarch Louis Sako was also involved in the efforts to halt the deportations, and spoke with an international Catholic organization that are in contact with Vice President Pence directly.

Bishop Kalabat also said he had appealed to Michigan Governor Rick Snyder to pardon all those who had state felonies.

Then on June 22, Judge Goldsmith granted a two-week stay on the deportations of the Iraqi nationals within the jurisdiction of the Detroit ICE Field Office with final orders of removal, who have been, or will be, arrested and detained by ICE.

In light of these complex jurisdictional issues, and the speed with which the Government is moving to remove Petitioners, it is necessary to stay Petitioners removal pending the Courts determination regarding its jurisdiction, Judge Goldsmith stated.

He also cited the threat of irreparable harm claimed by the detainees through the significant chance of loss of life and lesser forms of persecution if they were to be deported to Iraq, as well as the public interest in due process that their requests for relief be heard by a federal court before their deportation.

The court took a life-saving action by blocking our clients from being immediately sent back to Iraq, Lee Gelernt, deputy director of the ACLUs Immigrants Rights Project, stated. They should have a chance to show that their lives are in jeopardy if forced to return.
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Supreme Court rules in favor of church in crucial First Amendment case

by Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) June 26, 2017
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Washington D.C.  In one of the biggest religious cases of the term, the U.S. Supreme Court on Monday ruled that a church-owned playground can be eligible for a public benefit program.

Chief Justice John Roberts, delivering the opinion of the Court, wrote June 26 that the exclusion of Trinity Lutheran, the church at the center of the case, from a public benefit for which it is otherwise qualified, solely because it is a church, is odious to our Constitution all the same, and cannot stand.

The decision in Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia, Inc. v. Comer was about religious people being treated just like everybody else, stated Mike Farris, president of Alliance Defending Freedom.

At issue was a playground owned by Trinity Lutheran Church in Columbia, Mo., and operated by the churchs preschool. To resurface the playground for safety reasons, the church had applied for a state reimbursement program that provides rubber surfacing material made from used tires. Trinity Lutheran had ranked the fifth most qualified out of 44 applicants for the program.

The states natural resources department ultimately ruled the church ineligible for the program because of its religious status. The Missouri state constitution forbids taxpayer funding of churches. The Eighth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals sided with the state.

The Supreme Court reversed that ruling and sent it back to the lower courts.

Justices Anthony Kennedy, Samuel Alito, and Elena Kagan joined Chief Justice Roberts opinion of the Court that the denial of the churchs eligibility for the program violated the free exercise clause. Justice Stephen Breyer filed an opinion concurring in Chief Justice Roberts judgement.

Justices Clarence Thomas and Neil Gorsuch joined the Courts opinion except for a footnote stating that the decision was about discrimination based on religious identity with respect to playground resurfacing, and does not address religious uses of funding or other forms of discrimination.

I worry that some might mistakenly read the footnote to apply only to playground resurfacing cases, or only those with some association with childrens safety or health, or perhaps some other social good we find sufficiently worthy, Gorsuch wrote.

He added that the general principles here do not permit discrimination against religious exercise  whether on the playground or anywhere else.

Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg dissented from the Courts opinion.

The Church had argued that the new surface would be a safety upgrade for the playground operated by its preschool and used by members of the community during non-school hours.

It was used by both church members and non-members, they insisted, and should not be ruled ineligible for a state benefit program available to other entities just because it is owned by a religious institution.

Opposing the church was the ACLU, which had argued that to make the church eligible for state benefits would be an unconstitutional violation of the establishment clause.

Missouris denial of the church, however, goes too far under precedents of Supreme Court decisions, Chief Justice Roberts wrote, and violates the Free Exercise Clause.

The Missouri law was passed during a time when many other states were passing laws barring public funding of sectarian schools, widely viewed at the time to mean Catholic schools and other religious schools that were not part of the public school system. The laws were modeled after the federal Blaine Amendment, proposed in the 1870s and named after Maine Congressman James Blaine. His amendment was proposed, but never passed by Congress.

In oral arguments in the case, justices also discussed the broader constitutionality of religious groups having access to other public benefits, including a Jewish synagogue requesting a security detail.

Catholic leaders applauded Mondays ruling.

The Supreme Court is signaling in this decision that the government must stop its growing hostility towards religion and religious institutions, and that antiquated and anti-Catholic Blaine Amendments should not be used as a weapon to discriminate against people of faith, Maureen Ferguson, senior policy advisor with The Catholic Association, stated.

For over a century, Blaine Amendments have enshrined into law discrimination against faith-based charities and schools that form an essential part of American society, Ashley McGuire, senior fellow with The Catholic Association, stated. In this case, a state Blaine Amendment was used to justify blacklisting a Christian elementary school from a playground safety program solely on religious grounds.

Blaine Amendments are anti-Catholic in their origin, and getting rid of them is more than a century overdue, she added. Todays decision demands a more fair and inclusive approach to government programs meant to serve all people.

The decision will have an effect in the future, David Cortman, senior counsel with Alliance Defending Freedom, who argued the case for the church before the Court in April, said. Whenever religious people, organizations, see themselves being discriminated against, this case will be the controlling precedent, he added.

Members of Congress also weighed in on the decision. House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wisc.) called it an important ruling for religious liberty with profound significance for Americas civil society.

Sen. James Lankford (R-Okla.), co-chair of the Congressional Prayer Caucus and who filed an amicus brief with colleagues on behalf of Trinity Lutheran in the case, stated that todays decision affirms the First Amendment right to the free exercise of religion  to have more than just a belief but to live out your faith without discrimination from the government.

The case was ultimately between the church and the states natural resources department. Missouris attorney general recused himself in the case.

Missouris governor Eric Greitens (R) had already announced that in the future, religious institutions could be eligible for benefit programs of the natural resources department. However, the Court stated on Monday that that announcement does not moot this case.

Justice Sonia Sotomayor, in her dissent, stated that this case is about nothing less than the relationship between church and state.

The Court today profoundly changes that relationship by holding, for the first time, that the Constitution requires the government to provide public funds directly to a church, she added. Its decision slights both our precedents and our history, and its reasoning weakens this countrys longstanding commitment to a separation of church and state beneficial to both.

In the majority opinion, Chief Justice Roberts acknowledged that it is true the Department has not criminalized the way Trinity Lutheran worships or told the Church that it cannot subscribe to a certain view of the Gospel.

But, as the Department itself acknowledges, the Free Exercise Clause protects against indirect coercion or penalties on the free exercise of religion, not just outright prohibitions. And a church being denied participation in public benefits because of its religious character can be such an indirect coercion on the free exercise of religion, he continued.

In this case, there is no dispute that Trinity Lutheran is put to the choice between being a church and receiving a government benefit. The rule is simple: No churches need apply.
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The bishops have spoken up on two very different issues  and now the Supreme Court will, too

by Adelaide Mena and Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) June 26, 2017

[image: news article image]The U.S. Supreme Court building. (Addie Mena/CNA)


Washington D.C.  As the Supreme Court wrapped up its latest term on Monday, it agreed to consider a major religious freedom case, as well as the case of President Donald Trumps travel ban, this fall.

Both topics have drawn concern from the U.S. bishops, who have urged respect for freedom of conscience and religion in the face of legalized gay marriage, while criticizing the travel ban for abandoning vulnerable refugees in need.

The court agreed to hear two cases next term which could prove to have major impacts  the constitutionality of President Donald Trumps travel ban, and the case of Masterpiece Cake Shop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission, which involves the rights of a baker to refuse out of conscience to provide a wedding cake for a same-sex wedding.

The latter case was relisted 14 times by the Supreme Court, which finally took it up on Monday, SCOTUSBlog.com reported.

The issue in this case is a free speech case; whether or not the state of Colorado can coerce a person to write a message through culinary arts that violates his conscience, said Michael Farris, president and CEO of Alliance Defending Freedom, which represents the baker Jack Phillips in the case.

Phillips, who owns Masterpiece Cake Shop in Lakewood, Colo. and has run the shop for over 23 years, explained on Monday how he operates his business in accordance with his religious beliefs.

The shop is not just a bakery, but a place where I can use my artistic vision and talents to create cakes that communicate just the right message for my clients, he said. I gladly welcome and serve everyone that comes into my shop.

His store is closed on Sundays and he refuses to craft cakes with messages that run contrary to his values, such as anti-American, atheist, or racist messages. He added that my sincerely-held religious belief that marriage is a sacred relationship between a man and a woman.

In 2012, I was stunned when I became the target of a lawsuit relying on sexual orientation gender identity law that offers no exemptions for people of faith, he said.

After he had declined to make a wedding cake for the same-sex wedding of Charlie Craig and David Mullins, the Colorado Civil Rights Commission said he had violated the states anti-discrimination law. The couple was able to obtain a rainbow-themed cake at another shop in the vicinity of Masterpiece.

Phillips said he was barred by the commission from serving any weddings and ended up losing 40 percent of his business, a crushing loss. He was also ordered by the commission to enter anti-discrimination re-education, and submit quarterly reports on updating the policies of the business.

Furthermore, Phillips said he began receiving vile and hateful calls at the shop, including one death threat that was so bad, that I hid my daughter and granddaughter in the back until the police arrived.

On Monday, after the Supreme Court agreed to take Phillips case, lawyers for ADF hoped that the Court would ultimately uphold his free speech rights.

Were hopeful that the Court will affirm the basic principle that the government cannot punish artists like Jack for refusing to create art that violates his religious convictions, said senior counsel Kristin Waggoner.

In an unsigned opinion, the Supreme Court also ruled on Monday that a travel ban on visitors from six majority-Muslim countries may go into partial effect, as the ban awaits a hearing and full consideration by the high court in October.

The court blocked full implementation of the executive order originally released by President Donald Trump in January, saying that the ban may not be enforced against foreign nationals who have a credible claim of a bona fide relationship with a person or entity in the United States.

Thus, family members, students and employees from the six designated countries who wish to visit, live or work in the United States will be able to do so. Those who lack such ties to the U.S. will be banned under the executive order.

The order in question bars persons from six majority-Muslim countries  Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen  from entering the United States for 90 days, and also requires that refugees wait 120 days before entering the country. The executive order also lowers the number of refugees accepted by the United States in FY 2017 to 50,000  down from the 110,000 person limit and the 85,000 refugees accepted in actuality during FY 2016.

Initially released January 27, the executive order was then revised on March 6 after judicial challenge. The modified version removed Iraq from the list of countries subject to the ban, and also walked back provisions that would have prioritized refugee admissions for persecuted religious minorities.

The bans were challenged by courts in Maryland and Hawaii, who blocked them from taking effect. Those rulings were later upheld by federal appeals courts in Virginia and California, respectively, on grounds that they violated the Establishment Clause of the U.S. Constitution. The federal government appealed those rulings to the Supreme Court, asking that the stay be lifted and the ban go into effect until arguments are heard before the Supreme Court later this year.

The Supreme Courts decision only removes part of the stay on the administrations executive order, allowing the travel and refugee bans to continue against those with no existing ties to the United States. Many of the plaintiffs in the original cases brought in Hawaii and Maryland had family members, schools or employers based in the U.S.

The executive order has come under harsh criticism by the U.S. Bishops and Catholic refugee experts. Bishop Joe Vasquez of Austin, chair of the U.S. bishops committee on migration, stated that the bishops were deeply troubled by the human consequences of the revised executive order on refugee admissions and the travel ban, after the bans March revision. The revised Order still leaves many innocent lives at risk, he said.

The U.S. Catholic Bishops have long recognized the importance of ensuring public safety and would welcome reasonable and necessary steps to accomplish that goal, the bishop said.

However, based on the knowledge that refugees are already subjected to the most vigorous vetting process of anyone who enters the United States, there is no merit to pausing the refugee resettlement program while considering further improvement to that vetting process.

Bill OKeefe, vice president for advocacy and government relations at Catholic Relief Services, echoed many of Bishop Vasquezs sentiments, urging in a March 6 statement that now is not the time for the worlds leader in refugee resettlement to back down.

The U.S. Catholic Bishops Conference runs one of the nations largest refugee resettlement agencies, helping to resettle more than a quarter of all of the refugees admitted to the United States annually.
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Texting suicide case could impact assisted suicide legislation

by Mary Rezac (CNA/EWTN News) June 27, 2017
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Boston, MA  A case about whether a troubled teenager convinced her depressed boyfriend to commit suicide through her words and text messages may have possible implications for physician-assisted suicide cases.

On June 16, a Massachusetts judge ruled that Michelle Carter was found guilty of involuntary manslaughter, for words and texts exchanged with her depressed boyfriend Conrad Roy III as he attempted to commit suicide two years ago. Both Carter and Roy were teenagers at the time.

The ruling of manslaughter was decided based on Carters words to Roy, mostly in a phone call, urging him to re-enter a truck she knew to be full of carbon dioxide, where he was attempting his suicide. Carter had also sent Roy numerous texts encouraging his suicide and later texted a friend about her phone call with Roy.

In Massachusetts, an involuntary manslaughter charge can be brought when an individual causes the death of another person by engaging in behavior that is considered reckless enough to cause harm.

While some states have laws that criminalize the encouragement of suicide, Massachusetts does not, complicating Carters case.

Legal experts wonder whether the case could set new legal precedents when it comes to legalizing assisted suicide.

Daniel Medwed, professor of law and criminal justice at Northeastern University school of law, told USA Today that the case may set a precedent of criminalizing those who sympathize with someone who expresses a desire for assisted suicide.

Dont forget, theres a still a big societal debate going on about assisted suicide, he said. This sort of verdict would imply that anyone being sympathetic to a loved one could be at fault.

Matthew Segal, a lawyer with the American Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts, said the verdict is saying that what she did is killing him, that her words literally killed him, that the murder weapon here was her words.

Anti-assisted suicide groups believe that the case is significant because of the weight it places on outside pressures on already vulnerable people to take their lives, though it remains unclear if the case will set any legal precedent regarding the issue in reality.

Tim Rosales, a spokesperson for Patients Rights Action Fund, told CNA that when it comes to assisted suicide, there are often outside pressures that can influence the persons decision to end their life.

Whether its the denial of a certain type of treatment, or there is the insinuation by a physician or a family member or someone close to them about the potential of assisted suicide versus (continued care), all of those go into someones mindset and decision making, he said.

These outside pressures can be particularly strong when theyre in a vulnerable state, and mental illness as well as physical illness can be one of those things that puts people in a vulnerable state, Rosales said.

I think we have to be exceedingly cautious and thats one of the big reasons why you have a lot of opposition to something like assisted suicide, because at its very core it is fraught with the possibility for abuse or dangers, he said.

I think in (the Carter case) certainly the dynamics surrounding it kind of give us an indication of how vulnerable people can be at times and how influential those close to us are during those vulnerable times.

John B. Kelly, New England Regional Director of the disability advocacy and anti-assisted suicide group Not Dead Yet, told CNA that he does not believe the Carter case will affect future assisted suicide legislation because the decision drew heavily from a 2002 case, Commonweath v. Levesque.

In the case of Commonwealth v. Levesque, homeless couple Thomas S. Levesque and Julie Ann Barnes were found responsible for the death of six firefighters who ran into a factory building as it burned. Levesque and Barnes had been living in the factory, escaped the fire and failed to report it.

In the Carter case, Judge Lawrence Moniz drew from the case directly in his verdict, saying that where ones actions create a life-threatening risk to another, there is a duty to take reasonable steps to alleviate the risk. The reckless failure to fulfill this duty can result in a charge of manslaughter.

I dont think that it adds any legal precedent to deciding what are words and whats coercion (in assisted suicide cases), Kelly told CNA.

But I think we can say that words matter, and that this ruling underlines the commonsense notion that we make choices in a context, and that those contexts can be influenced by other people, he said.

Assisted suicide proponents argue that an individual makes that choice freely without any impact, but we know that its hard to choose  when youre seen as a burden by those around you and your doctor thinks you would be better off dead, those are influences that would be very difficult for vulnerable people to resist.
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Senate health care bill unacceptable, bishop says after budget office report

by Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) June 28, 2017
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Washington D.C.  The Senates health care bill remains unacceptable, one U.S. bishop insisted after a non-partisan government office estimated it would result in millions more uninsured.

This moment cannot pass without comment, said Bishop Frank Dewane, chair of the U.S. bishops domestic justice and human development committee, in response to the scoring of the draft Senate health care bill by the Congressional Budget Office on Monday.

As the USCCB has consistently said, the loss of affordable access for millions of people is simply unacceptable, he said of the offices estimate that the number of uninsured could increase by 22 million by 2026. These are real families who need and deserve health care.

The Congressional Budget Office released its scoring of the Senate health care bill on Monday, H.R. 1628, the Better Care Reconciliation Act of 2017.

The bill eliminates the individual and employer mandates of the Affordable Care Act, replacing the individual mandate with a six-month waiting period for new insurance in non-group plans if one goes without insurance for more than 63 days.

Also, the bill makes it easier for states to waive essential health benefits, or the list of benefits like emergency services and maternity care that was mandatory in health plans under the Affordable Care Act. The elderly can be charged up to five times more than younger persons in their premiums by insurers, as opposed to the limit being three times more than younger people.

The bill could reduce the federal deficit by over $320 billion over 10 years, according to the CBO, largely because of cuts to the rate of increased spending on Medicaid over that time (almost $800 billion in cuts) and cuts in the amount of federal subsidies for health plans.

The Medicaid cuts would take place through per capita caps on federal Medicaid funding of states. Thus, the funding in the future would be dependent upon the populations of the states.

An estimated 22 million more people would also be uninsured by 2026, increasing the projected number of uninsured from 28 million to 49 million.

Some of those uninsured would be persons who voluntarily forego having health insurance because of the removal of the individual mandate, which levies heavy fines on those without health insurance.

Instead, the new bill would fine persons with a gap in coverage once they sign up for insurance again, at a rate of 30 percent of their new premium.

In the short-term, this would be the primary reason behind the increase in the number of uninsured, the CBO said. However, after several years, other policies could increase the number of uninsured, like the cuts to Medicaid spending and federal subsidies.

For instance, for persons under the age of 65 by the year 2026, Medicaid enrollment would be down 16 percent, the office estimated.

The White House panned the CBO estimates in a statement released on Monday evening.

The CBO has consistently proven it cannot accurately predict how healthcare legislation will impact insurance coverage, the White House stated. In 2013, the CBO estimated that 24 million people would have coverage under Obamacare by 2016. It was off by an astounding 13 million people  more than half  as less than 11 million were actually covered.

To date, we have seen average individual market premiums more than double and insurers across the country opting out of healthcare exchanges, the White House continued, urging action to be taken to reform health care.

Bishop Dewane, meanwhile, promised to pray for the Senate to keep the good aspects of current health care proposals, to add missing elements where needed, and to not place our sisters and brothers who struggle every day into so great a peril on so basic a right.

Last week, the bishop had outlined his serious concerns with the draft legislation. The bill, he said, in some ways made the problems with the House health care bill on health coverage for low-income persons worse.

It is precisely the detrimental impact on the poor and vulnerable that makes the Senate draft unacceptable as written, he said on Thursday. The cuts to Medicaid funding in particular would wreak havoc on low-income families and struggling communities, and must not be supported, he insisted.

Bishop Dewane also noted the lack of language protecting conscience rights of those in the health care industry from mandates that they perform morally objectionable procedures like abortions or gender-transition surgeries.

He did praise the language protecting tax credits from being used to pay for abortions, but showed caution in warning that the language could very well be removed by the chambers parliamentarian because it could be ruled as not pertaining to the budget.

Other parts of the health care bill that the CBO scored included changes to premiums for persons in non-group plans.

The average premiums for these plans would increase in the short-term, the CBO estimated, but by 2020 would drop to 30 percent lower than the premium estimates under the current health care law.

However, some could still see their health care costs rise because their benefits might be cut and their out-of-pocket health costs could be higher, especially those living in states which choose to waive the essential health benefits.

The marketplaces for non-group health insurance would still be stable in the coming years, the CBO estimated, but in certain areas for a small fraction of the population, insurers might not participate in non-group coverage.

This would be because fewer people would sign up for health plans due to fewer available subsidies, or even if the insurers participate in marketplaces, the plans themselves might be more expensive.

When asked on Monday if the White House would take CBO scores into account to the extent that they would go back to the drawing board on the bill if necessary, press secretary Sean Spicer answered that the White House would continue its current plan on health care reform.

We feel very confident with where the bill is, he stated. And he [President Donald Trump] is going to continue to listen to senators who have ideas about how to strengthen it. But its going to follow the same plan as we have.
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Father Solanus Casey beatification set for November
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Detroit, MI  Venerable Solanus Casey, an American-born Capuchin priest who died in 1957 known for his ability as a spiritual counselor, will be beatified at a Nov. 18 Mass in Detroit, the local archdiocese announced Tuesday.

We are filled with joy at receiving the final date of the beatification of Father Solanus, Father Michael Sullivan, OFM Cap. and Provincial Minister of the Capuchin Franciscan Province of St. Joseph, said June 27. It is a beautiful way to celebrate the 60th anniversary of his passing.

Venerable Casey was known for his great faith, attention to the sick, and ability as a spiritual counselor.

The beatification Mass will be said at Ford Field in Detroit, which can accommodate as many as 60,000.

Venerable Casey will be the second American-born male to be beatified.

Born Bernard Casey on Nov. 25, 1870, he was the sixth child of 16 born to Irish immigrants in Wisconsin. At age 17 he left home to work at various jobs, including as a lumberjack, a hospital orderly, and a prison guard.

Reevaluating his life after witnessing a drunken sailor brutally stab a woman to death, he decided to act on a call he felt to enter the priesthood. Because of his lack of formal education, however, he struggled in the minor seminary, and was eventually encouraged to become a priest through a religious order rather than through the diocese.

So in 1898 he joined the Capuchin Franciscans in Detroit and after struggling through his studies, in 1904 was ordained a sacerdos simplex  a priest who can say Mass, but not publicly preach or hear confessions.

He was very close to the sick and was highly sought-after throughout his life, in part because of the many physical healings attributed to his blessings and intercession. He was also a co-founder of Detroits Capuchin Soup Kitchen in 1929.

For 21 years he was porter at St. Bonaventure Monastery in Detroit.

He is also known for his fondness for playing the violin and singing, although he had a bad singing voice because of a childhood illness which damaged his vocal chords.

Even in his 70s, Fr. Solanus Casey remained very active, and would even join the younger religious men in a game of tennis or volleyball. He died from erysipelas, a skin disease, on July 31, 1957, at the age of 87.

A miracle attributed to Venerable Caseys intercession was recognized by Pope Francis at a May 4 meeting with Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints.

Im grateful to hear from the Capuchin friars that the date of the beatification has been finalized, Archbishop Allen Vigneron of Detroit stated.

The beatification of Father Solanus will be a tremendous blessing for the whole community of southeast Michigan, an opportunity for all of us to experience the love of Jesus Christ.
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Enforcement is key in fight against human trafficking, report says

by Matt Hadro (CNA/EWTN News) June 28, 2017
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Washington D.C.  With an estimated 20 million victims of human trafficking today, all governments must step up their enforcement efforts, a new report by the State Department insists.

We are all confronted with a choice: Do nothing or do something, Ambassador Susan Coppedge of the State Departments Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons said Tuesday at a press conference launching the 2017 Trafficking in Persons report.

When it comes to human trafficking, everyone has a role to play and an obligation to act, she added. We must choose to do something to end modern slavery.

The annual Trafficking in Persons report was released by the State Department on Wednesday, over 400 pages in length and detailing the state of human trafficking around the world.

There are an estimated 20 million persons being trafficked today, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson noted on Tuesday at the launch of the report. This number includes children. Trafficking takes many forms, including sex slavery, debt bondage, forced marriage, and involuntary servitude.

Human trafficking is as old as humankind. Regrettably, its been with us for centuries and centuries, Secretary Tillerson stated. However, he added, it is our hope that the 21st century will be the last century of human trafficking, and thats what we are all committed to.

Ivanka Trump, daughter of President Donald Trump and senior advisor to the president, was present at the launch of the TIP report on Tuesday. On a personal level, as a mother, this is much more than a policy priority. It is a clarion call to action in defense of the vulnerable, the abused, and the exploited, she said.

Last month, while in Rome, I had an opportunity to talk firsthand with human trafficking survivors, she said, recalling her meeting with trafficking victims at the Community of SantEgidio in Rome after President Trump met with Pope Francis on May 24.

They told me their harrowing stories, how they were trapped in this ugly, dark web, how they survived, how they escaped, and how they are very slowly reconstructing their lives, she said.

Pope Francis, during a November audience with RENATE, a network of European religious who fight trafficking and exploitation, emphasized that much more needs to be done on the level of raising public consciousness and effecting a better coordination of efforts by governments, the judiciary, law enforcement officials and social workers.

The TIP report is required to be compiled and released annually by the State Department to document how foreign governments are prosecuting traffickers, protecting victims, and preventing the crime. It was mandated by the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, of which Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.), who chairs the House global human rights subcommittee, was the prime author.

The 2000 law also set up a tier ranking system for foreign countries based on their commitment and success in fighting human trafficking. Tier 1 countries are those that are abiding by the minimum standards of fighting trafficking, which were set by the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA).

Meanwhile, Tier 2 countries do not meet those minimum standards but are making significant efforts to bring themselves into compliance with those standards, the TIP report explained. A Tier 2 Watch List is for countries with more serious trafficking problems which are nonetheless making sufficient efforts to curb trafficking and meet the minimum standards of the TVPA.

Tier 3 countries are the worst trafficking offenders, because they have been determined to be not even working to meet the minimum standards for fighting trafficking.

To hold these countries accountable for their poor records on trafficking, the U.S. can take actions against these countries as allowed by the TVPA, like withholding non-humanitarian, non-trade related assistance or voting to bar them from loans by the International Monetary Fund.

China was downgraded to Tier 3 status in the most recent report, and Rep. Smith had high praise for the administration for recognizing Chinas shameful complicity in sex and labor trafficking.

They turn women into commodities for sale, Smith said of trafficking of women from nearby Burma, Cambodia, and Vietnam for commercial sex or forced marriages in China. Goods made from Chinese slave labor are also in the supply chains of U.S. businesses, he insisted.

During a Tuesday press conference at the State Department, Ambassador Coppedge outlined some other concerns with Chinas record on trafficking. According to reports from NGOs, trafficking victims have not been cared for sufficiently.

Rep. Smith stated his desire for the designation to be utilized in the future to push China toward reform of its notorious trafficking record.

Hopefully, the new tier ranking coupled with robust diplomacy  including the imposition of sanctions authorized under Tier 3  will lead to systemic reforms that will save women and childrens lives and ensure that Chinese exports are not made with slave labor.

Also, many North Koreans are also working in China in slavery, with their wages effectively going to the North Korean government, Smith noted.

The North Korean regime receives hundreds of millions of dollars per year from the fruits of forced labor, Secretary Tillerson stated on Tuesday. Responsible nations simply cannot allow this to go on, and we continue to call on any nation that is hosting workers from North Korea in a forced labor arrangement to send those people home.

Of the 187 countries considered for the tier system, 40 were listed as Tier 1 countries, 80 as Tier 2, 45 were placed on the Tier 2 Watch List, and 23 were designated as Tier 3 countries, Coppedge said. Twenty-one of the countries were downgraded in status in the 2017 report, while 27 countries were upgraded.

Many countries do not prosecute trafficking as they should, Ambassador Coppedge noted, and this leads to greater impunity for traffickers to continue working. This was the theme of the 2017 TIP report, the need for governments to more strongly enforce laws against human trafficking.

In addition to protecting victims from retribution or re-victimization, an effective criminal justice response brings traffickers to justice both to punish them for their crimes and to deter others, the report stated.

Yet, at times, governments can be actively colluding with traffickers, Ambassador Coppedge said.

We still see instances of government officials protecting brothels, taking bribes from traffickers, and obstructing investigations for profit, and while we still see governments criminalize and penalize victims for crimes their traffickers force them to commit, she said.

Trafficking in persons is a hidden crime rooted in deception, she added. Victims are coerced or intimidated into silence, and they often fear that if they do come forward they will be punished. When governments enact and enforce strong, comprehensive anti-trafficking laws, they send an unmistakable message to criminals: We will not tolerate this.

The report also quoted Archbishop Bernardito Auza, Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations, as saying that today, wars and conflicts have become the prime driver of trafficking in persons.

They provide an enabling environment for traffickers to operate, as persons fleeing persecutions and conflicts are particularly vulnerable to being trafficked, the archbishop said. Conflicts have created conditions for terrorists, armed groups and transnational organized crime networks to thrive in exploiting individuals and populations reduced to extreme vulnerability by persecution and multiple forms of violence.
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New U.S. archbishops look forward to serving God in their local Churches

by Hannah Brockhaus (CNA/EWTN News) June 29, 2017
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Vatican City  Newly-appointed metropolitan archbishops from around the world received the traditional woolen vestment called a pallium during a special Mass with Pope Francis on Thursday.

For the three new metropolitan archbishops of American sees, the experience was a reminder of their mission as shepherds of their local Churches, called to follow God and lead others to him.

The Mass, celebrated on the feast of Saints Peter and Paul, was significant for Archbishop Paul Etienne of Anchorage, who told CNA June 29 he was very mindful of the accompanying presence of these great saints.

He is inspired by their great love for Christ and the Church, he said, and by the courage with which they went out into the world after encountering the Risen Lord.

I just ask for as much of that same grace in my life and in ministry, that I can joyfully serve the Lord and present him to the world in a fashion that will be received.

Archbishop Charles Thompson of Indianapolis told CNA he knows he has a lot to learn and get to know in his new role, but hes looking forward to serving God and serving the people of God as the shepherd of the local Church.

After the Mass, each archbishop has an opportunity to greet the Pope. For Archbishop Thompson, this was his first personal encounter with Francis. Though the meeting was brief, Pope Francis had a glow, had a great smile on his face, he said.

It really made me think about the joy of the Gospel and talking about having the joy of bringing people to Christ. Even though theres also an awesome responsibility that I feel in this appointment, I just sense that the smile on his face was to do with joy.

Dont let it overwhelm you. Trust in the Holy Spirit. Trust that God gives you the grace to fulfill this mission. And Im banking on that, because Im the least worthy of anybody here, he said.

Archbishop Etienne said that it was a great privilege and a great honor to receive the pallium from Pope Francis.

He was grateful for the Popes homily, which reminded him that they arent in this for themselves, but that they are servants of the Lord.

Our life is to be giving a confession, our own witness to Christ, and we should not be surprised when the trials and the persecutions come our way; and the best way to get through it is to pray, he said, recalling the Popes words. So those are all three pretty good points that he made.

For Cardinal Joseph Tobin of Newark, this was his second time receiving the pallium, the first being when he was appointed Archbishop of Indianapolis in 2012.

Its always a very moving moment to be with the Holy Father, to feel the connection with bishops from around the world and to deepen what it means to be a bishop, he told CNA.

He explained that out of all the vestments he has to wear, his favorite is the pallium, which is a stole made from white wool and adorned with six black silk crosses. The wearing of the pallium by the Pope and metropolitan archbishops symbolizes authority as well as unity with the Holy See.

One significant thing about the pallium, Cardinal Tobin said, is the symbolism found in how it is worn: around the shoulders.

It shows the obligation of the bishop to look for the one whos lost, and carry that one back on his shoulders. So thats why when I put it on my shoulders, I remember that, he said.

It is traditional for the Pope to bestow the stole on new archbishops June 29 each year. The rite is a sign of communion with the See of Peter. It also serves as a symbol of the metropolitan archbishops jurisdiction in his own diocese as well as the other dioceses within his ecclesiastical province.

However, as a sign of synodality with local Churches, Pope Francis decided in 2015 that new metropolitan archbishops will officially be imposed with the pallium in their home diocese, rather than the Vatican.

So while the new archbishops still journey to Rome to receive the pallium during the liturgy with the Pope, the official imposition ceremony is in their home diocese, allowing more faithful and bishops in dioceses under the archbishops jurisdiction to attend the event.

Archbishop Thompson, whose installation as Archbishop of Indianapolis will be held July 28, has the unique privilege of being imposed with the pallium at the same Mass as his installation, which he said will be a great symbol.

Archbishop Etienne was installed as Archbishop of Anchorage on Nov. 9, 2016, so hes had a few months to begin settling in. The people in Alaska count winters, so Ive been in Anchorage one winter now, he laughed.

Though the weather is cold, the people there are warm, he said, noting that they have all been grateful he accepted the appointment, since it isnt easy to live in Alaska.

Its a very diverse Church, he explained, but the people have been wonderful, helping me to understand their ways and to embrace that new territory and all the people that are a part of it.

Both Archbishop Etienne and Archbishop Thompson said that learning about their new appointments came as quite a surprise.

Its a shock anytime you get one of those phone calls, Archbishop Etienne said.

Moving to Anchorage was not something he expected, but after a prayerful night, it became clear that if this is where Mother Church has asked me to go and where the Lord is leading, I promised him years ago I would follow. So Alaskas my home now.

Archbishop Thompson, who only received his appointment June 3, said the last few weeks have been a whirlwind, especially having to plan so quickly for a trip to Rome.

When he received the phone call, he had just returned home from saying an ordination Mass for new priests in his diocese, Evansville. In his homily that day, he said he had preached about missionary discipleship and how one cannot be comfortable or complacent in an assignment, but must be prepared to go out to the people, since its the Lord who calls us and sends us.

So when I got this phone call, I got off the phone and thought, Who was I preaching to this morning?

In Newark, Cardinal Tobin said there are so many people his work can be daunting at times, though its also wonderful.

I would say it certainly gets me on my knees, to pray for wisdom and light, and to pray for the people and all their needs, he said.

During his time, Cardinal Tobin has come out strongly about the issue of immigration in the U.S., in May issuing a call for Catholic and political leaders to work in defense of immigrants.

I think its a very delicate moment in our history, he said, both for the many immigrants in the U.S. and for the American soul in general. Because I think that there are so many things that brutalize the American soul, beginning with abortion, proposals for euthanasia, he said.

The rounding up of immigrants, and the completely callous nature toward their suffering, I think, is just another thing that deadens our hearts. I think as spiritual leaders we have to be concerned about it.
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How Catholic culture can thrive on the internet

by Kevin J. Jones (CNA/EWTN News) June 23, 2017
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Quebec City, Canada  Social media can be difficult to navigate, but Catholics can reach out with a content-savvy approach that can truly engage people, young social media professionals told Catholic media leaders on Thursday.

The internet and particular our social media environment have created new genres, Brantly C. Millegan, founder and editor-in-chief of ChurchPop, said June 22. ChurchPop was dedicated to zeroing in on these genres.

Millegan was among several panelists speaking at the Catholic Media Conference held in Quebec City this week. He said ChurchPop aims to respond to the dynamism of the social media age.

What works in one media form does not necessarily work in another, he explained.

ChurchPops content ranges from substantive articles to collections of pictures and memes.

Catholic culture is very wide and our faith touches all aspects of life, Millegan told CNA, voicing confidence that the truth of the Catholic faith can be expressed in a multi-faceted internet culture.

The mission of ChurchPop is to spread Catholic culture to as many people as possible, he said.

On the internet, success is hard to predict. Millegan said he was surprised by the success of a ChurchPop post about how all the apostles died and where one can find their remains today. That was by far ChurchPops most successful content across all languages.

Another unexpected success? A collection of pictures of beautiful churches.

The article was a very simple list that could be replicated using a different series of churches.

Just one picture in the series, a beautiful Lithuanian church, drew some unusual fans.

Somehow the Lithuanian government started sharing it, Millegan said. It went huge in Lithuania.

The panel on which Millegan spoke was organized by the Association of Roman Catholic Communicators of Canada.

Another panelist, Jasmin Lemieux-Lefebvre, communications director of the Archdiocese of Quebec, stressed the power of videos on social media.

The conversion stories are the one stories that bring us the most attention, he said.

Lemieux-Lefebvre suggested professional Catholic communicators should regularly ask one simple question to judge the quality of their content: Are you willing to share it on your personal social networks?

Samantha Wallace, a social media specialist with the Knights of Columbus, stressed the importance of listening to everyone who engages with ones organization: every Facebook comment and Twitter reply. Monitoring what kind of content is successful helps an organization modify and improve its strategy.

She found that Knights of Columbus social media followers and their friends started responding well to faith formation and spiritual content once the organization began to create and share it. Experimentation with Facebook Live, despite initial setbacks, also proved fruitful.

Vicki McEachern of Catholic Christian Outreach, a Canadian campus missionary ministry, stressed the importance of authenticity in speaking to people on social media.

Truly trust your audience, she said.

Success on social media shows that when content is appealing, the number of people sharing it can grow exponentially.

What this means is that if you have a piece of content that reaches many people, the content doesnt do 10 percent better or 40 percent better, Millegan said. It can do 40,000 times better.

One really good piece of content can be worth more than a huge number of okay pieces of content, he said, adding that the changing nature of social media platforms requires some flexibility.

Its easy to have success in one medium and get complacent. Then the world changes around us and were left behind. Always have humility and try new things, said Millegan.
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To understand Pope Francis, you have to understand the Jesuits

by Elise Harris (CNA/EWTN News) June 25, 2017
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Rome, Italy  Discernment is one of the words Pope Francis repeats most, especially when speaking to priests and seminarians.

He often expresses his desire for greater formation in discernment  a concept that may seem obscure without an understanding its importance to the Popes Jesuit formation.

When a Jesuit says discernment, theyre employing a term that has a very rich spiritual tradition within the Society of Jesus, so you can presume a lot in that, Fr. Brian Reedy, S.J., told CNA in an interview.

Fr. Reedy is a US Navy Reserve chaplain and is pursuing a doctorate in philosophical theology from the Pontifical Gregorian University. He holds a licentiate in theology from Boston College.

He explained that discernment is something St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Society of Jesus, emphasized profoundly in his Spiritual Exercises, which form the backbone of Jesuit spirituality.

In fact, St. Ignatius twice in the spiritual exercises has an extended discourse on how to carry out discernment properly: what it means, what its limitations are, and the rules that govern it.

One of the things thats very interesting about discernment is that while it does have a very polyvalent meaning, you can usually presume that when a Jesuit uses the term, when they launch it, it has these rules at least playing the background in their mind, Reedy said.

So when it comes to Jesuits and discernment, what are the governing rules, and how can we use them to understand Pope Francis?

Rules of Ignatian discernment

One of the first things to keep in mind when it comes to discernment is St. Ignatius distinction between categories of people, Fr. Reedy said, explaining there are different rules for people take the faith seriously, and those who do not.

If you are somebody who is living a life where God is not really on the scene and the teachings of the Church arent really important you have one set of rules. But the reverse situation for somebody who does take their faith life very seriously and God is at least sought after  then we have a completely different set of rules, he said.

Another distinction, he said, is between proper and improper objects of discernment, meaning that some things you can discern and other things you cant.

When it comes to the current discussion on marriage, Fr. Reedy noted that in his spiritual exercises, St. Ignatius himself speaks specifically about discerning marriage after you have contracted marriage as an example of one of the things you cant legitimately discern.

This, he said, is because after you are married, you can no longer legitimately discern being married or not, because youve made the decision; its not a proper object.

What can be discerned, by a tribunal, is whether or not the marriage is valid.

Thats a different question than discerning whether you want to be in a marriage still, Fr. Reedy said. For Ignatius that question doesnt make any sense; in fact, its offensive to the process that you would discern changing a state of life that you have already committed yourself to.

The same thing goes for priesthood and the religious life, he said, explaining that St. Ignatius uses that example because once youve made that commitment, what you discern is how to live the commitment.

Thats what you would actually be discerning, because discernment is, fundamentally in Jesuit spirituality, the application of doctrine and teaching to the practical applications in somebodys life. So its making practical that which is theoretical.

There are then certain guiding rules that help in the carrying out of proper discernment.

One of St. Ignatius rules Fr. Reedy cited is that sin can never be discerned, using the example of committing murder.

You cant discern to murder, he said. In fact, its offensive to the process that you are pretending to discern choosing an absolute evil.

What can be legitimately discerned is whether or not to kill, because if you and your family were under immediate threat from somebody, then the father could in the moment discern whether it was possible for him to take lethal action. Thats permitted.

In terms of Catholic moral theology, Fr. Reedy said it exists between the camp of what is permitted and what is transformative, and that beyond the permitted sign lies what is forbidden.

Things that are forbidden cannot be discerned, and you only ask to be free from them, he said. From there, the spectrum goes from what is simply permissible on one side, all the way to what is deeply transformative and engages the world like Christ on the other.

In that realm, between what is permitted to what is transformative, theres a lot of discernment of legitimate possibilities of things that are not against reason or against God or the Church, he said, adding that one can never really discern between good and evil, but only between relative goods.

One key rule of discernment that is often forgotten is the guiding principle of thinking with the Church, Fr. Reedy said. This means that whatever you discern, youre not only thinking about the moral law and how that functions, but also specifically thinking with the Church.

Francis is a man steeped in Jesuit tradition

Pope Francis is completely steeped in Jesuit tradition and is a man completely of the exercises, Fr. Reedy said, explaining that one of the first things he tells people when he speaks about the Pope is that you can hear the spiritual exercises active in what he says.

In listening to Pope Francis you can hear a Jesuit who has contemplated the life of Jesus, the priest said, noting that Francis pedagogical or didactic style is very much patterned on Jesus, who often gave very oblique and obscure answers to questions.

Christ did this, he said, to specifically avoid a kind of legalism that just wants a solid answer that can then be manipulated in some way, whereas true discernment means youre not interested in rules for the sake of rules, (or) tools that can be manipulated or used as weapons; what youre interested in is finding the best, the truest, the most holy, the most transformative.

In essence, youre always looking for what is the spirit of the law: why does the law exist, what it is, what is it trying to do?

What can be done is to have people trained in what the rules are, why they exist, and how to help these people engage that system in a way that can contribute toward their holiness, to their growth in conforming to Christ.

Fr. Reedy said that for him, one problem he sees in the Church right now is that some people, in their interpretation of the Popes actions, are trying to put on the table, calling under the umbrella of discernment, the actual consideration of sins, of evils.

Ive never gotten the sense that that is what Francis is saying, he reflected, explaining that in his view, given Francis background, what he is is trying to do is to train people in this: in the proper camp of moral reasoning, which extends from permitted all the way to transformative, how to help people function there in a way that can be messy, but also prevent them from crossing the line into what is forbidden.

But what about Francis ambiguity? Is that a Jesuit thing?

Part of the confusion surrounding Pope Francis sayings and writings is that his language can frequently be ambiguous and imprecise, leaving people scratching their heads trying to figure out what he actually meant.

But for Fr. Reedy, this isnt a Jesuit quality so much as it is a personal limitation of the Vicar of Christ.

Francis is a complicated character. Hes not a precise theologian, so I think some of the ambiguity and imprecision just comes from his own training and background, which the Church just has to be patient with, he said.

Secondly, the priest said that if we reflect on scripture, we see that the Pope uses a style that is very similar to what Christ himself often used, especially when he senses a Pharisaical attitude.

When he senses that somebodys asking a question in order to pin something down in a way he fears is going to hurt somebody else Francis gets obscure, he said, explaining that the Pope is very sensitive to having doctrine turned into a weapon of sorts.

And so was Christ, he said, noting that Jesus had very harsh words for those people. Even though the Pharisees were technically faithful, upstanding Jews, they also had a problem in the way that the viewed law; they saw the law first and the needs of the people second, and Jesus challenged that and so is Pope Francis.

I think people should stop pretending that Jesus was crystal-clear when he said things all the time, Fr. Reedy said, noted that Christ specifically said at times that he was intentionally being confusing. He would say that he was using parables so those other people over there wouldnt understand  he would say that.

However, even though Christ could at times speak cryptically, he was clear when pressed on important topics, such as the Eucharist and the meaning behind his words this is my body, and that to enter eternal life his disciples must eat my flesh and drink my blood.

So when it comes to Pope Francis, Fr. Reedy said people have to take into account the Jesus-like way he teaches, which he said is often at play in the Popes speeches.

But there is also an element of manipulation when it comes to the Popes ambiguity which must be addressed.

I think (the Popes) ambiguity is being manipulated, Fr. Reedy said, explaining that in these cases, I think we need to continue to push for greater clarity.

This doesnt mean well get the clarity immediately, he said, but when it comes to particularly problematic issues we need clarity. We need a line to be drawn saying were not talking about Catholic divorce.

This isnt referring to somebody who was in a valid marriage just rupturing that marriage, pretending its dissolvable against the explicit words of Jesus, and just starting a new one and saying thats okay.

Were not talking about that  I dont think we are, I dont think the Pope is, he said, because if we look to the rules of discernment of St. Ignatius of Loyola, I dont think we can legitimately discern that.

So Im confident that thats not what the Pope is saying and I think that we should continue to ask for clarity, but not rush to clarity so that we can feel good about ourselves.

What is needed, he said, is to defend the truth so that we can become good.
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Living liturgically as Catholic Christians

by Deacon Keith Fournier June 27, 2017
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Our Catholic liturgical year follows a rhythmic cycle which points us toward beginnings and ends. In doing so, it emphasizes an important truth that can only be grasped through faith. The last Sunday in the Western Church year is the Feast of the Solemnity of Jesus Christ the Sovereign King.

Then, no sooner than we have celebrated the last Sunday of the Year, the Feast of Christ the King, we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent, and begin the time of preparation for the great Feast of the Nativity of Our Savior.

Our Catholic faith and its Liturgical practices proclaim to a world hungry for meaning that Jesus Christ is the Alpha, (the first letter of the Greek alphabet) and the Omega (the last letter), the beginning and the end. He is the giver, the governor and the fulfillment of all time. In Him the whole world is being made new and every end is a beginning.

Our Liturgical seasons present a way to receive time as a continual gift and change the way we live our daily lives. Our choice to celebrate them helps us to grow in the life of grace as we say yes to their invitations.

They invite us to walk in a new way of life which becomes infused with supernatural meaning: to enter the mystery of living in the Church as the New World and thereby become leaven for an age which has lost its soul.

Human beings have always marked time by significant events. The real question is not whether we will mark time, but how we will mark time? What events and what messages are we proclaiming in our calendaring? What are we saying with our lives in an age which needs the witness of Gods loving plan?

For the Christian, time is not meant to be a tyrant, ruling over us. Nor is the passing of time to be experienced as an enemy, somehow stealing our youth and opportunity. Rather, time is meant to become a companion, a friend and a teacher, instructing and offering us a series of invitations to allow the Lord to truly become our King by reigning in our daily lives.

Our conscious awareness of time makes it a path along which the redemptive loving plan of a timeless God is revealed and received. In Christ, time is now given back to us as a gift. It offers us a field of choice and a path to holiness and human flourishing.

As we view time with this lens of faith, we discover that life is a pilgrimage to eternal life. The Lord invites us, beginning now, to participate in His loving plan through His Son Jesus to recreate the entire cosmos. Time becomes the road along which this loving plan of redemption proceeds.

Those Baptized into Jesus Christ continue His redemptive mission until he returns to establish His reign. We do this by living in His body, the Church, and drawing the whole world into the new world beginning now. The Church is, in one of the early fathers favorite descriptions, that new world.

The Christian view of time as having a redemptive purpose is why Catholic Christians mark time by the great events of the faith in our Liturgical calendar. Like so much else that is contained within the treasury of Catholic faith and life, the Church, who is an expert in humanity, invites us to live the rhythm of the liturgical year to walk into the deeper encounter at the heart of Catholic Christian faith.

As we learn to live liturgically, moving through life in the flow of the liturgical calendar we can find the deeper mystery and meaning of life. Christians believe in a linear timeline in history. There is a beginning and an end, a fulfillment, which is, in fact, a new beginning. Time is heading somewhere. That is as true of the history of the world as it is our own personal histories.

Christians mark time by the great events of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We are always moving forward and toward His loving return. The Church, to use the beautiful imagery of the early Christian fathers, was birthed from the wounded side of the Savior on the cross at Calvarys hill.

This new family of the Church was then sent on mission, when, after the resurrection, Jesus breathed His Spirit into them at Pentecost. In our celebration of a Church year, we not only remember the great events of the life, ministry and mission of the Lord, we also celebrate the life and death of our family members, the Saints, who have gone on before us, in the worlds of the Liturgy, marked with the sign of redemption as we pray in the Liturgy.

They are models and companions for the journey of life and are our great intercessors; that great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 12:1) whom the author of the letter to the Hebrews extols. This is the heart of understanding the communion of saints. As St. Paul reminded the Roman Christians, not even death separates us any longer. (Romans 8:38, 39) They will welcome us into eternity. However, from that eternal now, living in the Communion of love, they now help us along the daily path of time through both their example and their prayer.

As we progress through liturgical time we are invited to enter the great events of faith. So, on the last week of the year, through our readings and liturgical prayer, we are invited to reflect on the last things  death, judgment, heaven and hell. We do so to change, to be converted, and to enter more fully into the Divine plan. The Western Church year ends.

On the Feast of Christ the King we celebrate the full and final triumph and return of the One through whom the entire universe was created  and in whom it is being recreated  and by whom it will be completely reconstituted and handed back to the Father at the end of all time. That end will mark the beginning of a timeless new heaven and a new earth when He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death (Revelations 21:4).

As we move from one Church year to the next, we also move along in the timeline of the human life allotted to each one of us. We age. The certainty of our own death is meant to illuminate our life and the certainty of the end of all time is meant to illuminate its purpose and culmination in Christ. For both to be experienced by faith we must truly believe in Jesus Christ, the beginning and the end.

When we do, death can become, as we move closer to it, a second birth. Francis of Assisi prayed these words in his most popular prayer it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. He referred to death as a sister implying that he had a relationship with it. So too did all the great heroes our Church, the saints. So can we, that is if we choose to walk the way of living faith, be immersed in the life of grace?

With a few exceptions, Christians celebrate the death of saints because death is not an end but the beginning of an eternal life with God. In the final book of the Bible we read: Here is what sustains the holy ones who keep Gods commandments and their faith in Jesus. I heard a voice from heaven say, Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, said the Spirit, let them find rest from their labors, for their works accompany them.

Then I looked and there was a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud one who looked like a son of man, with a gold crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. Another angel came out of the temple, crying out in a loud voice to the one sitting on the cloud, Use your sickle and reap the harvest, for the time to reap has come, because the earths harvest is fully ripe. So the one who was sitting on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested (Revelations 14: 12-15).

As the Apostle John recorded in the Revelation he received on the Island of Patmos, our use of time is meant to bear good fruit. We are called to bear a harvest which will accompany us into eternity. It will  if we have an intimate relationship with the One who both gives and governs time. Time is the opportunity for the Christian to bear that fruit that remains to which Jesus referred: It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you. This I command you: love one another (St. John 15: 16, 17).

We decide whether we use time for the bearing of good fruit or allow it to become a tyrant who frightens us as we fruitlessly try to resist his inevitable claim on our perceived youth. This act of choosing rightly, daily, helps us to develop a disposition  a way of living that involves the proper exercise of our human freedom aided by grace.

When time is perceived as a gift from God and welcomed as an opportunity for bearing the fruits of love and holiness, we learn to receive it in love and perceive it as a field of choice and an environment for holiness. We choose to fill our lives with love and pour ourselves out for the God of love. When we live this kind of life, Jesus can find a home within us from which He can continue His redemptive mission, in time.

The ancients were fond of a Latin phrase Carpe Diem, which literally means Seize the day. For we who are living in communion in Christ Jesus, that phrase can take on a whole new meaning. We always journey toward the Day of the Lord, when He will return as King. We should seize that day as the reference point for all things.

Almost two thousand years ago the ancient Greek writer, Seneca, wrote: It is not that we have so little time, but that we have wasted so much of it St. Paul wrote to Greek Christians, centuries later in Ephesus: Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men (and women) but as wise making the most of the time (Ephesians 5: 15ff).

As we consider the timeline of Gods unfolding plan, the redemption of the whole cosmos, the God who gives and governs time, invites us to re-dedicate ourselves to living differently. We are to live as though time really does matter. We are invited by grace to give ourselves away for others; to imitate the One who gave Himself for the entire human race. We are invited to pour ourselves out as Jesus did for us. If we live life this way, when we face Him on that final day, we will do so with our arms full of gifts borne in time. These gifts will have paved the way for eternity.

There is no separation for the believer between the secular and the sacred. In the great event of the Incarnation and the fullness of the Paschal Mystery, all is made new.

We do not bring God into time; He is the Creator of time. In the mystery of the Incarnation, the Eternal Word through whom the universe was created entered time to re-create it from within! We are invited by grace to come to acknowledge this mystery and then receive his creature time as a gift, a good, to be given back to Him through living our lives in Christ for the sake of the world.

The Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus reminds us of our mission, in a culture which has forgotten God. We are called to love the world as God loves the world (John 3:16). Let us spend the month of June in prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, lifting our nation, indeed the whole world, to the One in whom we place all our trust. He will not disappoint; His heart still beats with mercy and love for the world.

Sacred Heart of Jesus, We Place our Trust in Thee.

Deacon Keith A. Fournier is Founder and Chairman of Common Good Foundation and Alliance. A member of the clergy, a Roman Catholic Deacon, he is also a constitutional/human rights lawyer and public policy advocate who served as the first and founding Executive Director of the American Center for Law and Justice in the nineteen nineties. He has long been active at the intersection of faith, values, and culture and currently serves as Special Counsel to Liberty Counsel. Deacon Fournier is also a Senior Contributing Writer for THE STREAM.
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A bride and groom; the Bride and the Groom

by Bishop Robert Barron June 27, 2017
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Two weeks ago, I had the great good pleasure of presiding at the wedding of my niece, Bryna. She has been, all her life, a lovely girl, full of joy and good cheer  and eager to give herself in service to others. Her husband, Nelson, is also a fine person, and he took the courageous step of becoming a Catholic in anticipation of his wedding. So it was a joy to join my whole family in celebrating the coming-together of this splendid couple.

But in my homily for the wedding Mass, I pointed out that we were doing so much more than exulting in the goodness and happiness of these young people. For indeed, I explained, any secular romantic could so exult. We were gathered in church, precisely because we appreciated Bryna and Nelson as more than a young couple in love, as radiant as that is. We saw them as a sacred sign, a hint, a sacrament of Christs love for the Church. I pointed out how it is a peculiarity of Catholic theology that a couple exchanging vows at their wedding Mass do not so much receive a sacrament as they become a sacrament. Everyone gathered in church that day believed that Bryna and Nelson coming together was not a function of dumb chance; rather, it was the consequence of Gods active providence. God wanted them to find their salvation in each others company, which is to imply, God wanted them, as a couple, to carry out his salvific will.

To make some of this clearer, I suggested that we read the story of the Wedding Feast at Cana with fresh eyes. Commentators often point out how charming it is that the first miraculous sign that Jesus performs in the Gospel of John is not the raising of the dead, or the healing of blind eyes, or the calming of a storm. Instead, it is providing wine so as to make more festive a humble wedding reception. This shows, they maintain, Jesus concern for the simplest things. This might be true as far as it goes, but such a reading overlooks the far greater truth which is actually the heart of the matter.

When the authors of the Old Testament wanted to express the faithful, life-giving, and intense love of God for the world, they rather naturally turned to the trope of marriage. The manner in which married partners give themselves to one another  completely, passionately, procreatively, in season and out  is the supreme metaphor for Gods gracious manner of being present to his people. Thus the prophet Isaiah, in a statement of breathtaking audacity, says to the people Israel, Your builder (God) wants to marry you. Every religion or religious philosophy will talk about obeying God, honoring God, seeking after God; but it is a unique conviction of Biblical religion that God is seeking us, even to the point of wanting to marry us, to pour out his life for us without restriction. Isaiah goes on to say that when the Messiah comes, he will preside at a great wedding banquet at which juicy meats and pure, choice wine will be served. Indeed, he tells us, there will be intoxicating drink in such abundance that the very hills will run with wine.

Now we can return to the story of the wedding banquet at Cana with deeper understanding. At a first-century Jewish wedding, it was the responsibility of the bridegroom to provide the wine. This explains why, upon tasting the water-made-wine, the steward came directly to the groom with his puzzled observation: Usually people serve the best wine first and then later a lesser vintage, but you have saved the best wine for last. In changing water into wine, Jesus was in fact acting as the definitive bridegroom, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah that Yahweh would indeed come to marry his people. Moreover, in providing 180 gallons (the superabundant, excessive amount that Johns Gospel precisely reports), he was hinting at Isaiahs expectation that the hills themselves would run with wine. This is why St. Paul could speak of the love of husband and wife as a great mystery, that is to say, a sacred sign, which speaks of Christs love for his body, the Church. Brides and grooms in the ordinary sense symbolically evoke the Groom and the Bride.

I concluded my homily by reminding everyone present that Jesus performed a miracle long ago, transforming water into wine, but that our Mass would reach its climax in the moment when the same Lord performed an even more extraordinary sign, transubstantiating bread into his body and wine into his blood. The great wedding banquet is re-presented sacramentally at every Mass, when Christ provides, not ordinary wine, but his very blood to drink.

So Bryna and Nelson are two wonderful young people in love, and thats reason enough to rejoice. But they are also living symbols of the Bridegrooms ecstatic love for his Bride, the Church  and that is reason, in the very deepest sense, to give thanks.

Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the founder of Word on Fire Catholic Ministries (wordonfire.org). He is the creator of two award-winning documentary series, Catholicism and Catholicism: The New Evangelization.
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Why this priest isnt afraid of Christianitys waning influence

by Marianne Medlin and Perry West (CNA/EWTN News) June 30, 2017
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New York City, N.Y.  With Catholic proposals to literally head for the hills in response to Christianitys ever-lessening influence in secular culture, the leader of a global ecclesial movement has a provocative statement:

This is actually a great time for the Church.

As a matter of fact, says Father Julian Carron, it is a precious occasion to verify the validity of the Christian proposal.

Already garnering some notable attention since its release, a new book by Fr. Carron called Disarming Beauty takes on the question of the Churchs relevance amid modern societys most pressing challenges. From terrorism to consumerism, rights culture to marriage and family, the book examines the plight of our current world and invites Christians to respond  not from a place of fear, but from the joy of their original encounter with the living person of Christ.

The fact that the Church is no longer a moral majority is liberating; it allows us to rediscover the heart of the Christian event, he told CNA. The Church will survive and thrive only through Her witness.

Fr. Carron heads Communion and Liberation, which originated in the 1950s with Italian priest Msgr. Luigi Giussani. The international movement focuses on the actualization of mans faith by living the Christian presence within community.

Please read below for our full interview with Fr. Carron:

CNA: Why Disarming Beauty? What does the title mean to you?

Fr. Carron: The book speaks of the beauty of Christian faith, of its power and its attraction. When God takes on flesh, He strips Himself of His own power, entering into the history and poverty of the human condition, revealing to everyone the truth of His power. This is how Christianity, the greatest revolution of all time, began. Christ is the exemplar of a way of communicating truth that needs no other means beyond the beauty of truth itself. The book speaks primarily of this beauty, which is not just an aesthetic or sentimental one. Like all beautiful things, Christianity needs no other defense, other then its own beauty, to be communicated. With the expression disarming beauty I wanted to say: We Christians, do we believe in the fascination that the disarming beauty of the faith can exercise? With the phrase disarming beauty, I propose a Christian presence that would be sufficiently attractive so as to make life more interesting for everyone.

CNA: What exactly does beauty disarm us of? How does it do that?

Fr. Carron: Beauty disarms us from our narrow way of looking at ourselves and at reality; it opens our minds and our eyes to the totality of reality, of the real. The attractiveness of beauty moves us affectively, so much so that it allows reason to become truly opened to all the factors of reality. We discover this openness in Christs gaze on reality; we are surprised by the way Jesus looks at the publicans, at Zacchaeus or Matthew, or at the crowd. How is his gaze different from the one of the Pharisees, which reduces the person to his ability or his ethical performance? Jesus gaze at Zacchaeus helps him discover himself, awakening his self-awareness, something none of the Pharisees reproaches could do. We can say the same about the Samaritan woman, or the tenth leper. We understand the shock that His presence provoked: We never saw anything like this.

CNA: What do you perceive as the single greatest threat in modern society?

Fr. Carron: I think it is feeling adrift, destabilized, alone, and uncertain. Most propose to fight these emotions with walls, or changes in the system at the institutional level (as depicted by T.S. Eliot). Men and women today wait for, perhaps unconsciously, the experience of an encounter with people for whom life is solid in the midst of change. What will wake people up today is a human impact, an event that echoes the initial event that occurred when Jesus raised His eyes and said, Zacchaeus, hurry down. I want to stay at your house today. I believe that the present era is a great opportunity to witness to the disarming beauty of Christianity, and to verify the fascination of the Christian event, which does not require a context to protect it.

CNA: Why is education so important? Why do you say its the greatest challenge the Church faces?

Fr. Carron: We see so many students and teachers passive, skeptical, and even bored. Since we dont know what to do, we manage the symptoms. Yet, we must face the challenge. The challenge for the educator is to reawaken desire, to experience the restlessness which St. Augustine speaks about. To do so, we must introduce students to a relationship with reality in its totality, with all of its beauty and meaning.

For this reason, it is necessary to put the person at the center, to teach students to look at the world with their own eyes, to think with their own heads, thus developing a critical spirit that makes their I more of a protagonist and less a spectator, more a leader and less a follower, more a citizen and less a subject.

This dynamic is only possible when a teacher is a witness to this relationship with reality, not as one who imposes herself or her way of seeing things upon others, in an authoritarian way, but someone who challenges the other by her own way of living.

CNA: What changes must the Church make not only to survive, but thrive in todays modern culture?

Fr. Carron: Christians are faced with an unprecedented challenge. Yet, we are not afraid of wide-ranging dialogue, without any privileges. As a matter of fact, it is a precious occasion to verify the validity of the Christian proposal. The fact that the Church is no longer a moral majority is liberating; it allows us to rediscover the heart of the Christian event. The Church will survive and thrive only through Her witness.

CNA: Arguably, though, there are a lot of Catholics who do not find it liberating that the Church is no longer the moral majority. Many are actually afraid of this phenomenon, and feel as though Catholics either have to isolate from culture or hold even more tightly to the tenets of Christianity as an increasingly extreme counter-witness. What do you say to this?

Fr. Carron: That the Church is no longer the moral majority is a fact. Its useless to complain. The fact that many Catholics are afraid of this situation shows the lack of certainty in the unarmed beauty of faith, causing them to either isolate themselves from the culture to preserve the faith, or to see their presence in society as a counter-reaction. To describe what kind of presence is needed today, this observation may be useful:

When we have to defend something in the context of a debate, in order to make our response stronger, we almost unconsciously accept the way the other frames the issue. In doing so, we allow our position to be determined by its opposition. It is reactive instead of being an original position, that is, a position that comes from our experience of faith. This leads to further reducing Christianity, or its testimony, to the mere repetition of a doctrine, of some values or ethics. (Disarming Beauty, pp. 70-71).

Christian faith was born in a pluralistic society in Palestine and spread throughout a multicultural Roman empire. The first Christians based the communication of their faith only in their own witness. Their free and joyful position sprang from the core of their faith, not from fear of the world. Man today expects, perhaps unconsciously, the experience of an encounter with people for whom the fact of Christ is such a present reality that their life is changed. What will shake up men and women today is a human impact; an event that echoes the initial event, when Jesus raised His eyes and said, Zacchaeus, hurry down. I mean to stay at your house today. (Luigi Giussani to the Synod on the Laity, 1987).

CNA: You reference the malaise of lethargy and existential boredom. How do modern men and women regain a sense of wonder and desire in front of their lives? In your view, what is the first step, and what is Churchs role in this?

Fr. Carron: The first step is to encounter somebody who reawakens us from our lethargy and boredom. Regardless of the human situation, something unforeseen is always possible, something unexpected, which makes us regain the sense of ourselves. The Church has a unique possibility to offer a big contribution to the modern situation if she rediscovers the real nature of Christianity as an event, an event that reawakens the person, just as we see in the Gospels.

CNA: How do you encounter someone who awakens you? Is there a danger of moral subjectivity, here? Does one just follow anything that attracts?

Fr. Carron: You can see this when you meet someone who awakens you in your own experience like when you fall in love with someone. You dont need anybody else assuring you that it is that particular person who has awakened you from your apathy, or your meaningless life. Its something objective, something that comes out of you. We can use the same method looking at the origin of Christian faith. As then-Cardinal Ratzinger said in 1993: we can recognize only something that raises a correspondence in us. Anybody can recognize Christ because he corresponds to the nature of man  the longing for the infinite which is alive and unquenchable within man. In the opening lines of Deus Caritas Est, he brought this to everyones attention: Being Christian is not an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person who gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction. The person of Jesus is such a great and precious good, as He alone fully corresponds to the human thirst for happiness. And, the exceptional correspondence He brings about in those who meet him makes them capable of being in relationship with reality in an absolutely gratuitous way.

CNA: You speak of dialogue in the book a lot. How is this possible and why is it essential?

Fr. Carron: Dialogue is crucial because it is the possibility for a person to enter into a relationship with the others experience. Sharing our own experiences with others, welcoming the experiences of others, is the only way to enrich our life.

Freedom in dialogue comes from the esteem one has for the experience of the other. This esteem permits one to enter into relationship with the richness of the experience of another person  in order to enrich ones own perspective. We can say with Terence: Nothing human is foreign to us. And when one has this certainty, he or she has no problem entering into a dialogue.

CNA: Why is it important for Christians to defend religious freedom?

Fr. Carron: Because of the relationship between truth and freedom. The Second Vatican Council enables us see that there is no other way to communicate truth than through freedom. Reason is the nature of truth, and truth needs only its own beauty to communicate itself. The truth cannot impose itself except by virtue of its own truth.

Christian faith requires the use of reason and freedom. Without these two, Christianity isnt the least bit interesting. Today, therefore, only in a free environment will Christian faith be able to interest people, because for modern men and women (and in this the Enlightenment has played a foundational role), there is no greater good than freedom. No one today would think of proposing or imposing something that goes against freedom.

CNA: With the collapse of what was at one time evident (family, marriage, work, relative peace in our cities), where do we begin again?

Fr. Carron: The same way they did 2000 years ago, with a witness. Jesus introduced such a newness in history that people who met Him remained speechless, even to the point to saying: We have never have seen anything like it. There is no way to challenge human reason and freedom other then a life  the more fascinating life of a witness. People need to see and touch again, in a tangible way, the values that today are in crisis.
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SUNDAY JULY 2, 2017

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading (2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; NRSVCE)

One day Elisha was passing through Shunem, where a wealthy woman lived, who urged him to have a meal. So whenever he passed that way, he would stop there for a meal. She said to her husband, Look, I am sure that this man who regularly passes our way is a holy man of God. Let us make a small roof chamber with walls, and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that he can stay there whenever he comes to us.

One day when Elisha came there, he went up to the chamber and lay down there. He said, What then may be done for her? His servant Gehazi answered, Well, she has no son, and her husband is old. He said, Call her. When he had called her, she stood at the door. Elisha said, At this season, in due time, you shall embrace a son.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19; NRSVCE)

R: (2a) I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord.

I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;

with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.

I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;

your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.

R: I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord.

Happy are the people who know the festal shout,

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your countenance;

they exult in your name all day long,

and extol your righteousness.

R: I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord.

For you are the glory of their strength;

by your favor our horn is exalted.

For our shield belongs to the Lord,

our king to the Holy One of Israel.

R: I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord.

Second Reading (Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; NRSVCE)

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Reading (Mt 10:37-42; NRSVCE)

Jesus said to his apostles, Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophets reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple  truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.
 

MONDAY JULY 3, 2017

Feast of Saint Thomas

First Reading (Eph 2:19-22; NRSVCE)

You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 117:1bc, 2; NRSVCE)

R: (Mk 16:15) Go into all the world and proclaim the good news.

Praise the Lord, all you nations!

Extol him, all you peoples!

R: Go into all the world and proclaim the good news.

For great is his steadfast love toward us,

and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.

R: Go into all the world and proclaim the good news.

Gospel Reading (Jn 20:24-29; NRSVCE)

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, Peace be with you. Then he said to Thomas, Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe. Thomas answered him, My Lord and my God! Jesus said to him, Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.
 

TUESDAY JULY 4, 2017

Tuesday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

First Reading (Gn 19:15-29; NRSVCE)

When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, Get up, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or else you will be consumed in the punishment of the city. But he lingered; so the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him out and left him outside the city. When they had brought them outside, they said, Flee for your life; do not look back or stop anywhere in the Plain; flee to the hills, or else you will be consumed. And Lot said to them, Oh, no, my lords; your servant has found favor with you, and you have shown me great kindness in saving my life; but I cannot flee to the hills, for fear the disaster will overtake me and I die. Look, that city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape there  is it not a little one?  and my life will be saved! He said to him, Very well, I grant you this favor too, and will not overthrow the city of which you have spoken. Hurry, escape there, for I can do nothing until you arrive there. Therefore the city was called Zoar. The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar.

Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities, and all the Plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. But Lots wife, behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.

Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the Lord; and he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the Plain and saw the smoke of the land going up like the smoke of a furnace.

So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain, God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had settled.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 26:2-3, 9-10, 11-12; NRSVCE)

R: (3a) O Lord, your steadfast love is before my eyes.

Prove me, O Lord, and try me;

test my heart and mind.

For your steadfast love is before my eyes,

and I walk in faithfulness to you.

R: O Lord, your steadfast love is before my eyes.

Do not sweep me away with sinners,

nor my life with the bloodthirsty,

those in whose hands are evil devices,

and whose right hands are full of bribes.

R: O Lord, your steadfast love is before my eyes.

But as for me, I walk in my integrity;

redeem me, and be gracious to me.

My foot stands on level ground;

in the great congregation I will bless the Lord.

R: O Lord, your steadfast love is before my eyes.

Gospel Reading (Mt 8:23-27; NRSVCE)

When Jesus got into the boat, his disciples followed him. A windstorm arose on the sea, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they went and woke him up, saying, Lord, save us! We are perishing! And he said to them, Why are you afraid, you of little faith? Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a dead calm. They were amazed, saying, What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?
 

WEDNESDAY JULY 5, 2017

Wednesday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

First Reading (Gn 21:5, 8-20a; NRSVCE)

Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac. The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham, Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring. So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, Do not let me look on the death of the child. And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him. Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.

God was with the boy, and he grew up.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 34:7-8, 10-11, 12-13; NRSVCE)

R: (7a) The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,

and was saved from every trouble.

The angel of the Lord encamps

around those who fear him, and delivers them.

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

O fear the Lord, you his holy ones,

for those who fear him have no want.

The young lions suffer want and hunger,

but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

Come, O children, listen to me;

I will teach you the fear of the Lord.

Which of you desires life,

and covets many days to enjoy good?

R: The poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord.

Gospel Reading (Mt 8:28-34; NRSVCE)

When Jesus came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demoniacs coming out of the tombs met him. They were so fierce that no one could pass that way. Suddenly they shouted, What have you to do with us, Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time? Now a large herd of swine was feeding at some distance from them. The demons begged him, If you cast us out, send us into the herd of swine. And he said to them, Go! So they came out and entered the swine; and suddenly, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the water. The swineherds ran off, and on going into the town, they told the whole story about what had happened to the demoniacs. Then the whole town came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their neighborhood.
 

THURSDAY JULY 6, 2017

Thursday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

First Reading (Gn 22:1b-19; NRSVCE)

God tested Abraham. He said to him, Abraham! And he said, Here I am. He said, Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you. So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you. Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, Father! And he said, Here I am, my son. He said, The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? Abraham said, God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son. So the two of them walked on together.

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham! And he said, Here I am. He said, Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me. And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The Lord will provide; as it is said to this day, On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice. So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham lived at Beer-sheba.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; NRSVCE)

R: (9) I walk before the Lord in the land of the living.

Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory,

for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness.

Why should the nations say,

Where is their God?

R: I walk before the Lord in the land of the living.

Our God is in the heavens;

he does whatever he pleases.

Their idols are silver and gold,

the work of human hands.

R: I walk before the Lord in the land of the living.

They have mouths, but do not speak;

eyes, but do not see.

They have ears, but do not hear;

noses, but do not smell.

R: I walk before the Lord in the land of the living.

Those who make them are like them;

so are all who trust in them.

O Israel, trust in the Lord!

He is their help and their shield.

R: I walk before the Lord in the land of the living.

Gospel Reading (Mt 9:1-8; NRSVCE)

After getting into a boat Jesus crossed the sea and came to his own town.

And just then some people were carrying a paralyzed man lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven. Then some of the scribes said to themselves, This man is blaspheming. But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, said, Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, Your sins are forgiven, or to say, Stand up and walk? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins he then said to the paralytic Stand up, take your bed and go to your home. And he stood up and went to his home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were filled with awe, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to human beings.
 

FRIDAY JULY 7, 2017

Friday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

First Reading (Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; NRSVCE)

Sarah lived one hundred twenty-seven years; this was the length of Sarahs life. And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. Abraham rose up from beside his dead, and said to the Hittites, I am a stranger and an alien residing among you; give me property among you for a burying place, so that I may bury my dead out of my sight.

After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah facing Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things. Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his house, who had charge of all that he had, Put your hand under my thigh and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I live, but will go to my country and to my kindred and get a wife for my son Isaac. The servant said to him, Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow me to this land; must I then take your son back to the land from which you came? Abraham said to him, See to it that you do not take my son back there. The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my fathers house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and swore to me, To your offspring I will give this land, he will send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this oath of mine; only you must not take my son back there.

Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us? The servant said, It is my master. So she took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarahs tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mothers death.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 4b-5; NRSVCE)

R: (1b) Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

for his steadfast love endures forever.

Who can utter the mighty doings of the Lord,

or declare all his praise?

R: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Happy are those who observe justice,

who do righteousness at all times.

Remember me, O Lord, when you show favor to your people.

R: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Help me when you deliver them;

that I may see the prosperity of your chosen ones,

that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation,

that I may glory in your heritage.

R: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Gospel Reading (Mt 9:9-13; NRSVCE)

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, Follow me. And he got up and followed him.

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners? But when he heard this, he said, Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, I desire mercy, not sacrifice. For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.
 

SATURDAY JULY 8, 2017

Saturday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

First Reading (Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; NRSVCE)

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called his elder son Esau and said to him, My son; and he answered, Here I am. He said, See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field, and hunt game for me. Then prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it to me to eat, so that I may bless you before I die.

Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game and bring it, Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob; and she put the skins of the kids on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. Then she handed the savory food, and the bread that she had prepared, to her son Jacob.

So he went in to his father, and said, My father; and he said, Here I am; who are you, my son? Jacob said to his father, I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you may bless me. But Isaac said to his son, How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son? He answered, Because the Lord your God granted me success. Then Isaac said to Jacob, Come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not. So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who felt him and said, The voice is Jacobs voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. He did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esaus hands; so he blessed him. He said, Are you really my son Esau? He answered, I am. Then he said, Bring it to me, that I may eat of my sons game and bless you. So he brought it to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. Then his father Isaac said to him, Come near and kiss me, my son. So he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his garments, and blessed him, and said,

Ah, the smell of my son

is like the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed.

May God give you of the dew of heaven,

and of the fatness of the earth,

and plenty of grain and wine.

Let peoples serve you,

and nations bow down to you.

Be lord over your brothers,

and may your mothers sons bow down to you.

Cursed be everyone who curses you,

and blessed be everyone who blesses you!

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 135:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; NRSVCE)

R: (3a) Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good.

Praise the name of the Lord;

give praise, O servants of the Lord,

you that stand in the house of the Lord,

in the courts of the house of our God.

R: Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good.

Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good;

sing to his name, for he is gracious.

For the Lord has chosen Jacob for himself,

Israel as his own possession.

R: Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good.

For I know that the Lord is great;

our Lord is above all gods.

Whatever the Lord pleases he does,

in heaven and on earth,

in the seas and all deeps.

R: Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good.

Gospel Reading (Mt 9:14-17; NRSVCE)

The disciples of John came to Jesus, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not fast? And Jesus said to them, The wedding guests cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.
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